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PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF 

1956 

SOUTH  OXFORDSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 
Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Hector  Mackenzie-Wintle,  Office:  44  Castle  Street,  Oxford* 

m.r.c.s. ,  l.r.c.p.,  d.p.h.  (London)  Telephone:  Oxford  4176 

Residence:  Oxford  4336 

Clerk:  A.  E.  Oswin,  76  Banbury  Road  (Oxford  59227) 

Public  Health  Inspectors: 

HENLEY  BOROUGH 

8  3K.  Appleton, 

Council  Offices,  Market  Place,  Henley-on-Thames. 

Telephone:  Henley  987. 

BICESTER  URBAN  DISTRICT 
3  6R.  J.  Connolly, 

Council  House,  The  Garth,  Bicester.  Telephone:  Bicester  90. 

THAME  URBAN  DISTRICT 

1 5T.  C.  Slack,  M.I.Mun.E.,  M.S.E.,  (Retired  31.7.56) 

Town  Hall,  Thame.  Telephone:  Thame  111. 

2  3G.  C.  Smith,  M.R.S.H.  M.A.P.H.I.  (from  1.8.1956) 

BULLINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector:  1  3D.  S.  Roderick, 

76  Banbury  Road,  Oxford.  Telephone:  Oxford  59227. 

Deputy  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector:  2  3F.  A.  Fawcett,  D.P.A. 

(Oxon). 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector: 1  2 3 4 5G.  F.  Tasker. 

HENLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector:  2  3H.  G.  T.  Bolton, 

Easby  House,  Henley-on-Thames.  Telephone:  Henley  672. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector:  2N.  Huppler  (Retired  1.4.56) 

2  3B.  Read  (From  1.4.56) 

PLOUGHLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector:  2  3B.  P.  Garrod,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I., 
Waverley  House,  Bicester.  Telephone:  Bicester  154. 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors:  2  4G.  A.  Hudson,  M.A.P.H.I. 

2A.  W.  Eastes,  M.A.P.H.I. 

*  As  from  1st  April,  1957,  the  office  address  has  been  Three  St.  Michael’s  Street, 
Oxford.  Telephone,  as  above. 

1  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health. 

2  Certificate  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors’  Education  Board. 

3  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  as  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other 
Foods. 

4  Certificate  of  Liverpool  University  Inspector  of  Meat  and  other  Foods. 

5  Also  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 
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Public  Health  Inspector’s  Assistant: 

Thame  Urban  District:  R.  E.  Osborn. 


Clerical  Staff: 

Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Office 


Henley  Borough. 

Bicester  Urban  District: 
Thame  Urban  District: 

Bullingdon  Rural  District: 
Henley  Rural  District: 
Ploughley  Rural  District: 


Mrs.  E.  M.  Thompson  (part  time) 

(Resigned  5.11.56) 
Miss  J.  B.  Hawkyard  (from  5.11.56) 
Miss  G.  B.  Genner,  M.A.  (part 
time) 

Mrs.  K.  Lewington 
J.  Burr  and  I.  King 
Miss  J.  P.  Palmer  (Technical 
Assistant) 

L.  W.  Charlton 
Miss  M.  E.  Betts 
A.  L.  W.  Nokes  (Resigned  April 
1956) 

J.  W.  McKnight  (From  June  1956) 


THE  JOINT  COMMITEE  1956-57 

HENLEY  BOROUGH  COUNCIL 
The  Mayor,  Alderman  Mrs.  J.  Lovell. 

Deputy :  The  Deputy  Mayor,  Councillor  C.  T.  Luker. 

BICESTER  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Mr.  S.  A.  Winterbone. 

Deputy.  Mr.  J.  Leach. 


THAME  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 
Mr.  B.  N.  Rust. 

Deputy.  Mr.  P.  V.  Playford. 


BULLINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr.  R.  F.  Roberts  (Chairman). 

Mr.  C.  H.  J.  Sheppard,  O.B.E. 

*Mr.  R.  C.  Surman,  J.P.  ( Vice-Chairman ). 

HENLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Sir  Felix  Brunner,  Bart. 

Mr.  E.  N.  Mercer. 

The  Rev.  G.  H.  St.  A.  Oakey. 


PLOUGHLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Mr.  R.  S.  Cobb. 

The  Rev.  H.  A.  McCann. 

*Alderman  F.  Wise. 


*  County  Councillors. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER 
OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE  YEAR  1956 


SOUTH  OXFORDSHIRE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS 

To  the  Mayor,  Chairmen,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Constituent 

Authorities. 

My  Lord,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  take  pleasure  in  submitting  my  sixth  Annual  Report,  on  the  state 
of  the  public  health  in  the  South  Oxfordshire  Combined  Districts 
during  1956,  incorporating  the  information  required  by  Circular  19/56 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

The  report  appears  this  year  in  somewhat  less  comprehensive  form 
than  hitherto.  While  all  the  information  relevant  to  1956  is  given,  some 
of  the  more  elaborate  tables  have  been  deleted  to  cut  printing  costs.  If 
economic  conditions  improve  it  may  become  possible  to  reinstate  the 
tables  referred  to,  at  a  later  date;  meanwhile  the  present  report  should 
be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  full  1955  report  where  comparisons 
over  the  years  are  desired. 

ABBREVIATIONS 

C.D.  Combined  Districts.  EAV.  England  and  Wales.  L.A.  Local 
Authority.  The  Ministry  means  the  appropriate  Ministry,  i.e.,  The 
Ministry  of  Health  or  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 
M.O.H.  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  P.H.I.  Public  Health  Inspector. 
R.D.  Rural  District.  R.G.  Registrar  General.  S.  Section.  U.D.  Urban 
District. 

WHAT’S  IN  A  NAME? 

The  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  became,  during  1955,  the  Royal 
Society  of  Health.  On  August  5th,  1956,  Sanitary  Inspectors  through¬ 
out  the  country  became  Public  Health  Inspectors.  And  it  was  high 
time,  too,  for  the  offending  out-moded  word  still  conjured  up  in  the 
public  mind  a  vision  of  the  cross-eyed,  uniform-hatted  figure  of  fun  in 
rude  picture  postcards  whose  whole  stock  in  trade  was  old  closets  that 
wouldn’t  work. 

In  this  more  enlightened  age  the  Public  Health  Inspector  is  one  of  the 
most  versatile  members  of  the  Preventive  Medicine  team  and  his 
horizons  constantly  expand.  From  being  last  century  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  he  has  had  added  unto  him  duties  in  regard  to  Housing, 
Moveable  Dwellings  and  Slum  Clearance,  Slaughterhouses,  Sampling, 
Food  in  all  its  increasing  complexity,  Water  Supplies,  Sewerage, 
Infectious  Disease.  His  work  is  so  important  and  so  extensive  that  he 
is  the  only  member  of  the  Local  Authority’s  staff  (except,  of  course,  the 
M.O.H. !)  who  must  by  statute  have  a  special  qualification  in  his  work 
before  he  can  be  appointed.  Hail  and  Farewell! 

VITAL  STATISTICS 

(a)  POPULATION.  The  home  population  of  the  Combined  Districts 
as  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General  at  mid-year  1956,  showed  an 
increase  of  2920  on  the  1955  figures,  reaching  a  new  high  level  of 

107,600. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  increase  was  general  throughout  the  districts 
with  the  exception  of  Henley  Borough  whose  estimated  population 
remained  stationary. 
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Areas  in 
Acres 

Population 

Compared 
with  1955 

Density  per 
Acre 

Henley  Borough 

1,416 

8,010 

No  change 

5.66 

Bicester  U.D. 

1,679 

5,140 

+  420 

3.06 

Thame  U.D.  ... 

3,140 

3,730 

+  20 

1.19 

Bullingdon  R.D. 

91,618 

40,130 

+  1360 

.44 

Henley  R.D.  ... 

53,297 

20,600 

+  150 

.39 

Ploughley  R.D. 

79,910 

29,990 

+  970 

.38 

Total 

231,060 

107,600 

+  2920 

.47 

The  total  population  is  contained  in  just  over  360  square  miles,  giving 
a  density  of  299  persons  to  the  square  mile,  or  .47  persons  per  acre, 
ranging  from  Henley  Borough  with  a  density  of  5.66  persons  per  acre 
to  Ploughley  R.D.  with  .38  persons  per  acre. 


(b)  LIVE  BIRTHS. 


Henley 

Bor¬ 

ough 

Bices¬ 

ter 

U.D. 

Thame 

U.D. 

Bull¬ 

ingdon 

R.D. 

Henley 

R.D. 

Plough- 

ley 

R.D. 

Combined 

Districts 

Total 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

per 

1000 

Male 

54 

55 

28 

361 

168 

252 

918 

Female 

55 

53 

27 

370 

160 

252 

917 

Total 

109 

108 

55 

731 

328 

504 

1835 

17.1 

(Live  Birth  Rate  per  1000:  England  and  Wales  15.7) 


(c)  STILL  BIRTHS. 


Henley 

Bor¬ 

ough 

Bices¬ 

ter 

U.D. 

Thame 

U.D. 

Bull¬ 

ingdon 

R.D. 

Henley 

R.D. 

Plough- 

ley 

R.D. 

Combined 

Districts 

Total 

Per 
1000 
total 
(live  & 
still) 
births 

Male 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

6 

19 

Female 

1 

i 

1 

8 

1 

— 

12 

Total 

2 

2 

3 

14 

4 

6 

31 

16.6 

(Still  Birth  Rate  per  1000  total  births:  England  and  Wales  23.0) 
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(d)  DEATHS. 


Henley 

Bor¬ 

ough 

Bices¬ 

ter 

U.D. 

Thame 

U.D. 

Bull- 

ingdon 

R.D. 

Henley 

R.D. 

Plough- 

ley 

R.D. 

Combined 

Districts 

Total 

Per 

1000 

Popula¬ 

tion 

Male 

50 

36 

22 

187 

110 

100 

505 

Female 

56 

22 

15 

159 

110 

73 

435 

Total 

106 

58 

37 

346 

220 

173 

940 

8.7 

(Death  rate  per  1000  population:  England  and  Wales  11.7) 


(e)  MISCELLANEOUS.  Legitimate  and  illegitimate  rates  compared. 

(The  figures  from  the  separate  districts  are  too  small  to  give  signi¬ 
ficant  results  in  these  cases.) 

LIVE  BIRTH  RATE  per  1000  population 

Legitimate  16.3 

Illegitimate  0.8 

STILL  BIRTH  RATE  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

Legitimate,  per  1000  total  legitimate  births  14.7 
Illegitimate,  per  1000  total  illegitimate  births  54.3 

NEONATAL  MORTALITY  RATE.  Deaths  under  5  weeks  per  1000 
live  births. 

Legitimate,  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  16.6 

Illegitimate,  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 

INFANT  MORTALITY  RATE.  Deaths  in  the  first  year  of  life  per 
1000  live  births. 

Legitimate,  per  1000  legitimate  live  births  21 .7 

Illegitimate,  per  1000  illegitimate  live  births  1 1 .5 


ILLEGITIMACY  RATE  per  100  — total  births.  4.7  (E.W.  4.6) 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 
IN  THE  COMBINED  DISTRICTS  AS  A  WHOLE 


i 

1 

Death  rate  per 

As  a  per-  Order  of 

1000  population 

centage  of 

fre- 

Combined 

England 

Male 

Female 

Persons 

the  total 

quency 

Districts 

and  Wales 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respira- 

tory . 

5 

5 

10 

1.070 

17 

.093 

.109 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other... 

1 

— 

1 

.107 

=  29 

.009 

.012 

3.  Syphilitic  disease  ... 

6 

— 

6 

.642 

=  23 

.056 

.031 

4.  Diphtheria  ... 

Nil 

*.000 

5.  Whooping  Cough  ... 

Nil 

.002 

6.  Meningococcal  infec- 

tions 

Nil 

.004 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

Nil 

.003 

8.  Measles 

Nil 

.001 

9.  Other  infective  and 

parasitic  diseases  ... 

1 

2 

3 

.321 

=  26 

.028 

.025 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm, 

stomach 

9 

13 

22  b 

2.354  b 

10 

,204  b 

,313  b 

1 1 .  Malignant  neoplasm, 

lung,  bronchus 

28 

3 

31 

3.317 

9 

.288 

.407 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm. 

Oh  W 

breast 

13 

13 

W  £ 

1.391 

=  115 

.121 

~  1.422 

.194 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm, 

>  16.371 

^  2.076 

uterus 

6 

6 

<1  s 

.642 

_  <93 

.056 

.088 

14.  Other  malignant  and 

lymphatic  neoplasm 

49 

25 

74 

7.918 

5 

.688 

1.022 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukae- 

.052- 

mia  ... 

5 

2 

7J 

.749  J 

=  20 

.065  J 

16.  Diabetes 

1 

2 

3 

W  tu 

.321 

=  26 

.028 

.073 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of 

c 

nervous  system 

70 

79 

149b 

<!  O 

m  is 

15.943  •> 

1 

1.386 

1.699- 

18.  Coronary  disease,  an- 

m y> 

gina . 

19.  Hypertension  with 

85 

57 

142 

fS  %  434 

H  '<£ 

0 

15.194 

i 

>  46.438 

2 

1.321 

h  4.037 

1.675 

>5.504 

heart  disease 

8 

10 

18 

1.926 
13.375  - 

11 

.167 

.284 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

61 

64 

125^ 

3 

1.163 

1.846- 

2 1 .  Other  circulatory  dis- 

^  -S 

ease  ... 

29 

21 

50 

5-350 

7 

.465 

.572 

22.  Influenza 

2 

5 

7 

w 

.749 

=  20 

.065 

.059 

23.  Pneumonia  ... 

24 

31 

55" 

5.885  b 

3'745  [  9.951 

6 

,512' 

.501b 

24.  Bronchitis  ... 

25.  Other  diseases  of  res- 

22 

13 

35 

m  <a  sc 

rSw-s  93 

,  lEJ  r/b  T3 

S 

.326 

..866 

.664 

-1.280 

piratory  system 

3 

3. 

.321  J 

=  26 

.028 

.115 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and 

O  O 

X 

duodenum  ... 

9 

5 

14 

o> 

1.498 

=  13 

.130 

.1 19 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis 

and  diarrhoea 

2 

2 

4 

.428 

25 

.037 

.047 

28.  Nephritis  and  neph- 

rosis  ... 

5 

3 

8 

.856 

19 

.074 

.109 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  pros- 

fate  ... 

7 

7 

.749 

=  20 

.065 

.086 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth 

! 

abortion 

1 

1 

.107 

i  =  29 

.009 

.009 

3 1 .  Congenital  malf orma- 

tions 

8 

6 

14 

1.498 

=  13 

.130 

.102 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill- 

defined  diseases 

43 

51 

94 

10.058 

4 

.874 

.996 

33.  Motor  vehicle  acci- 

dents 

11 

2 

13 

1.391 

=  15 

.121 

.113 

34.  All  other  accidents  ... 

6 

10 

16 

1.712 

12 

.149 

.253 

35.  Suicide 

5 

4 

9 

.963 

18 

.084 

.118 

36.  Homicide  and  opera- 

tions  of  war 

Nil 

.006 

All  Causes 

505 

435 

940 

(680*) 

100.6 

(*72.8) 

8.7 

( *6.3) 

11.7  (*8.9) 

*  Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 

f  A  rate  of  .000  does  not  indicate  that  no  deaths  occurred  (Nil  being  then  the  term)  but  only  that  the  number  of 
deaths  was  not  significant  to  three  places  of  decimals  per  thousand,  i.e.  less  than  .5  per  million. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

Lor  the  second  year  running  there  was  one  maternal  death  in  the 
C.D.  This  gives  a  maternal  mortality  rate  of  0.54  per  1000  total  (live 
and  still)  births  compared  with  the  E.W.  figure  of  0.56. 

Put  another  way,  there  was  throughout  1956  in  the  C.D.  only  one 
maternal  death  for  every  1860  confinements  (counting  twins  as  a  single 
confinement). 
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NEONATAL  MORTALITY  (Death  in  the  first  four  weeks) 

29  deaths  under  four  weeks  occurred  as  opposed  to  27  in  1955,  but 
the  rise  in  the  rate  from  15.4  to  15.8  deaths  per  1000  live  births  still 
leaves  the  figure  considerably  below  the  national  one  which,  for  1956, 
was  16.9  per  1000*  related  live  births. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  (Deaths  under  one  year) 

These  totalled  39,  giving  an  Infant  Mortality  Rate  of  21.3  per  1000 
live  births,  the  lowest  since  1951.  E.W.  rate  was  23.8  per  1000*  related 
live  births. 

MORTALITY  IN  GENERAL  Preventible  deaths 

The  Death  Rate  from  all  causes  in  the  C.D.  was  8.7  per  1000  of  the 
population  as  compared  with  9.1  for  1955,  whereas  the  E.W.  rate  was 
unchanged  at  1 1 .7. 

Enter  first  murderer.  The  C.D.  Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  cancer 
was  the  same  as  in  1955  (1.42),  but  the  Death  Rate  from  lung  cancer 
was  twice  in  1956  what  it  had  been  in  1955  (.29  as  compared  with  .14). 
While  this  is  less  alarming  than  it  appears  at  first  sight,  1955  having 
been  a  particularly  light  year  for  deaths  from  this  source,  it  is  still  above 
the  average.  Since  the  R.G.  differentiated  respiratory  cancer  deaths 
from  other  cancer  deaths,  the  former  have  averaged  2.6  per  cent  of  all 
deaths  in  the  C.D.;  in  1956  this  figure  was  3  per  cent.  If,  however,  we 
take  males  only  the  proportion  of  the  total  male  deaths  is  5.5  per  cent 
in  1956,  almost  double  the  female  rate. 

Recently  (June  1957)  the  report  of  the  Medical  Research  Council  has 
been  published  and  it  states  unequivocally  that  ‘a  major  part  of  the 
increase  in  deaths  from  cancer  of  the  lung  during  the  past  25  years  has 
been  due  to  smoking  tobacco;  particularly,  heavy  cigarette  smoking’ . 
This  has  been  confirmed  by  nineteen  other  inquiries,  in  this  country, 
the  United  States,  Finland,  Germany,  Holland,  Norway  and  Switzer¬ 
land.  Ranged  against  this  solid  body  of  expert  scientific  evidence  what 
have  we?  The  whistling-in-the-dark  of  the  addicts  based,  presumably, 
on  the  tobacco  trade’s  wishful  thinking  that  ‘at  this  stage  any  conclus¬ 
ions  are  a  matter  of  opinion’.  No  evidence,  however,  has  been  forth¬ 
coming  from  any  quarter  to  shake  the  M.R.C.s  impressive  edifice  of  fact. 
Even  the  government,  faced  with  the  possible  loss  of  up  to  seven 
hundred  million  pounds  annually  in  tobacco-tax  (aye!  there’s  the 
rub!)  has,  at  long  last  been  compelled,  in  spite  of  itself,  to  accept  the 
scientific  findings,  though  it  has  lacked  the  courage  or  the  vision  to  do 
anything  more  than  express  a  pious  hope  that  L.A.s  will  try  to  dissuade 
youngsters  from  developing  the  tobacco  habit. 

In  a  recent  letter  to  The  Times  entitled  ‘More  than  Smoke’  Dr. 
Horace  Joules,  f.r.c.p.,  one  of  the  most  distinguished  chest  physicians 
in  the  country,  wrote  as  follows. 

The  effects  of  this  nation  wide  habit  are  only  gradually  being  unfolded 
scientifically  and  being  appreciated  by  doctor  and  patient.  The  situation 
in  respect  of  cancer  has  been  clarified  but  bronchitis  presents  an  even 
more  serious  problem  in  our  crowded  industrialized  community.  Briefly, 
250,000  working  days  are  lost  annually  from  it  while  deaths  remain 
fairly  constant  at  30,000  a  year  in  England  and  Wales.  Modern  ad¬ 
vances  in  therapy  have  done  little  but  prolong  for  a  year  or  two  the 
pathetic  lives  of  those  with  chronic  bronchitis.  Every  dispassionate 
investigation  into  the  cause  of  the  condition  in  the  adult  shows  a  clear  cut 

*  Related  live  births,  i.e.  births  occurring  not  during  the  calendar  year  1956 
but  during  the  twelve  months  in  which  the  babies  who  died  were  themselves  born. 
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relationship  with  smoking  in  a  high  percentage  of  sufferers.  The  adult 
male  with  a  chronic  cough  is  found  to  develop  Tuberculosis  quite  fre¬ 
quently  and  to  be  the  main  source  of  spreading  infection  at  present. 

The  relationship  of  smoking  to  coronary  arterial  disease  is  close  but 
not  scientifically  definite  as  yet,  while  its  role  in  the  delay  of  healing  of 
peptic  ulcer  is  definite. 

A  tale  is  told  of  a  tobacco-company  setting  out  to  bring  to  a  back¬ 
ward  people  the  benefits  of  the  civilized  way  of  life.  For  three  months 
there  stood  at  every  street  corner  a  tub  of  free  cigarettes  which  was 
constantly  replenished.  Then  without  warning,  the  tubs  were  suddenly 
withdrawn  and  after  a  dreadful  week  of  privation  there  appeared  in  the 
shops  packets  of  cigarettes  — but  this  time,  for  sale.  It  had  been  an 
expensive  experiment,  but,  boy!,  the  dividends  it  paid!  In  those  three 
months  virtually  every  adult  in  the  place  had  been  hooked  for  life — or 
death. 

At  the  sixty-fourth  Congress  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health  (late 
Royal  Sanitary  Institute)  in  May  1957,  Mr.  W.  Emrys  Davies,  b.sc., 
b.a.,  ph.d. ,  headmaster  of  a  large  urban  secondary  modern  school,  read 
a  paper  entitled  ‘A  Headmaster  looks  at  the  health  needs  of  his  pupils' 
in  which  he  analysed  among  other  things  the  smoking  habits  of  the 
children.  By  his  kind  permission  I  reprint  the  following  table. 

CIGARETTE  SMOKING 
(41  boys,  39  girls.  Age-range  14.6-15.5) 

Number  smoked  in  a  week 


0 

1-9 

10-19 

20-29 

30-39 

40-49 

50 

or  more 

Boys 

22 

(53.7%) 

4 

(9.8%) 

8 

(19.5%) 

2 

(4-9%) 

3 

(7-3%) 

1 

(2-4%) 

1 

(2-4%) 

41 

Girls 

32 

(82.1%) 

4 

(10.3%) 

3 

(7-7%) 

39 

Total 

54 

(67.5%) 

8 

(10.0%) 

11 

(13.8%) 

2 

(2-5%) 

3 

(3.8%) 

1 

(1-2%) 

1 

(1-2%) 

80 

‘It  seems  from  the  table’,  Mr.  Davies  comments,  ‘that  nearly  half  of 
the  boys  and  nearly  one-fifth  of  the  girls  have,  by  this  age,  acquired  a 
taste  for  smoking.  In  some  instances  the  taste  may  already  have 
developed  into  a  habit.’ 

Nor  are  these  results  exceptional.  Other  and  larger  surveys,  in  one 
of  which  I  have  been  asked  to  help,  are  in  progress  and  appear  to  be 
yielding  similar  figures.  It  is  all  too  easy  to  pontificate  that  things  were 
better  a  generation  ago  (some  things,  of  course,  were  much  worse)  yet  I 
have  the  firm  conviction  that  children  didn’t  smoke  regularly  when  I 
was  a  lad.  For  one  thing,  smoking  was  much  less  widespread  then  and 
mother  didn’t  droop  around  the  house  with  a  cigarette  dangling  from 
the  corner  of  her  mouth  as  she  did  the  housework;  for  another,  kids 
hadn’t  the  money  to  buy  cigarettes;  for  a  third,  fathers  were  undoubtedly 
stricter.  But,  ignoring  what  did  or  did  not  happen  in  those  days,  no 
scientific  evidence  then  existed  of  the  all  too  often  fatal  effects  of 
smoking. 

If  parents  are  now  too  dumb,  too  indifferent,  too  spineless ,  too  lacking 
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in  authority  to  stop  their  children  running  this  appalling  risk,  then  we 
must  look  elsewhere  for  help.  ■■•■if 

Not  one  child  in  a  hundred  enjoys  the  first  few  cigarettes  it  smokes, 
but  he  or  she  perseveres  because  other  children  do  it. 

But  suppose  children  didn’t  do  it?  What  a  chance  for  the  favourite 
television  cowboy  of  the  moment — and  let’s  not  kid  ourselves,  he  would 
have  ten  thousand  times  as  much  sway  as  any  Health  Authority  in  the 
country — to  put  in  a  word  (always  provided,  of  course,  he  wasn’t 
sponsored  by  a  tobacco  company!)  about  keeping  fit  and  tough  in  God’s 
good,  un-smoke-polluted  air,  and  to  save  thousands  of  lives  in  reality 
as  well  as  the  sheriff’s  daughter  in  shadow-show! 

The  seed  firmly  implanted,  it  would  need  only  a  couple  of  hit-singers 
to  continue  the  good  work — 'sure  kills  my  throat,  folk;  ruins  breath- 
control,  too’ — for  teen-agers  to  regard  smoking  with  proper  contempt 
as  a  dreary,  messy,  smelly,  old-fashioned  habit  of  middle-aged  fuddy- 
duddies.  Skiffle-groupers  and  fan-clubs  would  be  horrified  to  think  you 
could  miss  a  pop  record  for  the  price  of  a  couple  of  packets  of  cigarettes, 
and  who  would  throw  away  the  down-payment  on  a  motor-bike  for  a 
year’s  smoking  at  three  packets  a  week? 

The  last  hazard,  National  Service  with  its  long  hours  of  boredom  in 
which  the  habit  is  so  often  acquired,  will  soon  be  over.  By  twenty-one 
victory  would  be  virtually  assured,  for  the  number  of  people  who  start 
smoking  after  that  age  is  small. 

In  1956,  16,523  men  and  2892  women  died  in  England  and  Wales  of 
respiratory  cancer — an  increase  of  892  over  1955,  1846  over  1954, 
2976  over  1953,  3865  over  1952,  etc.  etc.  What  will  the  figure  be  in 
1966?  It  is  up  to  us  to  decide. 

Second  murderer.  The  only  other  condition  from  which  deaths  are 
steadily  increasing  in  the  C.D.  (as  in  E.W.)  is  Coronary  Disease.  Deaths 
from  Coronary  Disease  and  Angina  Pectoris  have  risen  in  the  C.D.  from 
80  in  1950  (the  first  year  in  which  they  were  listed  separately  by  the 
R.G.)  to  142  in  1956.  This,  even  when  due  allowance  has  been  made  for 
the  population  increase  during  the  period,  means  that  the  Death  Rate 
from  the  condition  has  risen  from  .89  per  1000  population  to  1.32  within 
seven  years.  The  percentage  of  all  deaths  in  the  area  due  to  Coronary 
Thrombosis  was  8.8  in  1950;  now  in  1956  it  is  15.2  per  cent,  an  increase 
(unlike  that  of  Lung  Cancer)  almost  equally  distributed  between  the 
sexes. 

The  causes  of  Coronary  Thrombosis  are  well  enough  known.  Worry, 
first  and  foremost;  excessive  weight;  lack  of  regular,  steady  exercise. 
Heavy  smoking  and  heavy  drinking  are  probably  contributory  factors. 
In  all,  it  is  a  disease  of  over-civilization. 

PEP  UP  OR  PIPE  DOWN 

The  circumvention  of  worry  is,  in  the  Western  hemisphere  at  all 
events,  the  newest  and  doubtless  among  the  most  profitable  of  all  the 
pseudo-medical  rackets.  There  seems  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion, 
however,  as  to  whether  this  is  best  effected  by  boosting  the  victim 
above  his  worries  (‘Get  high  with  excelsior’;  'powerplus  twice  daily 
and  you’re  telling  Superman\)  or  by  doping  him  (and  more  often  her) 
into  a  stupor  in  which  life  and  all  its  troubles  become,  until  the  hang¬ 
over  necessitates  a  further  tablet,  unreal  and  unimportant  (‘There’s 
a  lull  in  your  life,  with  smoothies’,  ‘You  too  can  find  nirvano1  in  all 
sorts  of  odd  shops  everywhere’). 

1  Cal!  it  Nerve?  Ah  no! 
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Nothing  so  delights  the  public  as  to  feel  that  it  is  taking  a  leaf  out 
of  the  doctor's  prescription  book.  It  will  fall  for  any  cock-and-bull 
story,  swallow  gallons  of  quack  nostrums  (the  more  expensive  the  more 
irresistible) ,  undergo  treatments  which  have  no  relation  to  common  sense, 
far  less  to  health,  rather  than  admit  that  the  medical  man  is  likely  from 
first  principles  to  know  more  about  medicine  than  the  ‘medicine-man’. 
The  worry-consciousness  and  gullibility  of  the  public  today  are  shown 
by  a  single  firm  in  the  United  States  having  sold  during  1956  no  less 
than  thirty  thousand  million  tablets  of  a  single  brand  of  tranquilizer,  so 
called.  And  now  there  are  dozens  of  brands  to  be  had  for  the  asking 
from  any  chemist  and  without  prescription. 

A  few  of  such  preparations  are  advertised  exclusively  in  the  medical 
press  and  can  be  used  with  beneficial  results  in  rare  instances  and  under 
medical  guidance.  The  best  that  can  be  said  for  many  of  those  plugged 
in  the  newspapers  is  that  they  are  useless  and  often  expensive.  But  a 
number  are  dangerous,  toxic  and  habit-forming  and  have  undesirable 
side-effects;  some  of  the  ‘boosters’  are  even  recorded  as  being  capable  of 
giving  rise  to  hallucinations  inducing  a  state  of  frenzy  under  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  which  assault  is  by  no  means  uncommon  and  murder  not 
unknown. 

It  is  long  past  time  that  these  came  within  the  province  of  the  Dangerous 
Drugs  Act,  for  dangerous  drugs  is  very  definitely  what  they  are. 

WORRY  AND  WEIGHT 

Worry  does  not  always  correlate  with  loss  of  weight.  On  the  con¬ 
trary,  chronic  worriers — and  particularly  those  who  feel,  rightly  or 
wrongly,  their  own  inadequacy  in  society — seek  frequent  solace  in 
eating  or  in  the  uncritical  companionship  of  the  pub. 

No  one  will  readify  admit  that  he  or  she  consistently  overeats  ‘I’ve 
got  a  big  frame  to  keep  up’,  ‘Everything  I  eat  turns  to  fat’,  ‘Honestly, 
what  I  eat  wouldn’t  keep  a  sparrow  alive!’— a  dozen  such  well-worn 
rationalizations  are  employed  by  the  gourmand  to  kid  himself  and 
others.  Yet  the  simple  truth  is  that,  unless  you  have  some  wasting 
disease  or  glandular  imbalance,  the  more  you  eat  the  heavier  you  must 
get  and  the  less  you  eat  the  more  weight  you  will  shed.  The  speed  with 
which  these  changes  take  place  depends  upon  the  individual’s  rate  of 
metabolism,  but  take  place  they  will. 

The  stout  person  sooner  or  later  develops  fat  deposits  not  only 
visibly  under  the  skin  but  also  in  the  internal  organs  including  the 
heart,  and  a  fatty  heart  increases  the  risk  of  Coronary  Thrombosis.  The 
disease  is  very  much  rarer  in  the  Eastern  hemisphere  where  vast 
populations  far  from  being  overnourished  live  constantly  in  a  state  of 
semi-starvation  and  in  dread  of  famine. 

SERMON 

If  you  wish  to  lessen  your  chance  of  getting  Coronary  Thrombosis, 
first  stop  worrying.  Stop  worrying  over  money  and  trying  to  keep  up 
with  the  Joneses.  Let  the  Joneses  worry  about  keeping  up  with  the  Robin¬ 
sons,  and  let  them  get  your  Coronary  Thrombosis.  Relax,  but  don’t 
vegetate.  Make  time  as  often  as  you  can  to  walk  moderate  distances 
rather  than  travel  by  bus  or  car.  Steady  exercise  is  fine  but  avoid  at  all 
costs  sudden  violent  bursUbf  exertion.  Don’t  fly  into  rages.  The  great 
John  Hunter,  the  founder  of  modern  surgery,  who  suffered  from  heart 
disease,  once  said  ‘My  life  is  in  the  hands  of  any  scoundrel  who  chooses 
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to  provoke  me’;  he  died  suddenly  after  a  violent  quarrel  with  a  colleague 
at  a  hospital  board-meeting. 

Take  to  gardening  and  eat  the  fruit  and  vegetables  you  grow;  you 
will  probably  not  save  your  money,  but  you  may  well  save  your  life. 
Remember  your  age,  and  be  it.  Cut  down  your  tobacco  consumption 
all  you  can,  better  still  cut  out  tobacco  altogether.  Make  alcohol  a  treat 
not  a  habit;  no  matter  what  the  hoardings  shout  at  you,  the  best  long 
drink  in  the  world  isn’t  beer,  it’s  milk,  preferably  straight  from  the 
fridge. 

If  you  are  overweight  and  over  forty  try  eating  two-thirds  of  what 
you’ve  been  used  to,  and  reduce  your  weight  slowly  but  steadily. 
Quite  possibly  half  your  previous  intake  will  be  sufficient  to  keep  you  in 
health.  Don’t  use  appetite-destroying  pills,  except  under  medical 
advice;  they  can  destroy  other  things  too.  It  isn’t  at  all  onerous, 
provided  you  have  stopped  growing — and  I  know  what  I’m  talking 
about  because  I  have  done  it  myself  for  years  past — to  live  on  two  good 
meals  a  day,  of  which  you’ll  really  enjoy  every  mouthful,  cutting  break¬ 
fast  to  fresh  fruit  and  a  pot  of  tea  and  limiting  afternoon  tea  to  the 
beverage  itself.  Use  your  saucepan  and  grill  more  often  and  your  frying 
pan  and  roasting  tin  less;  in  so  doing  you  will  not  only  cut  down  your 
fat  intake  but  find,  once  you  get  used  to  it,  that  your  foods  have  a  much 
more  delicate  flavour  cooked  that  way. 

Sit  back  and  wait  for  the  Queen’s  telegram  of  congratulation  on  your 
centenary. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES— other  than  Tuberculosis 


Disease 

First 

Quarter 

Second 

Ouarter 

Third 

Quarter 

Fourth 

Quarter 

Totals 

for 

Year 

Incidence  per 

1000  population 

S.  Oxon 
Combined 
Districts 

England 

and 

Wales 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

15 

8 

11 

10 

44 

0.41 

0.74 

Whooping  Cough 

13 

10 

27 

66 

116 

1.08 

2.07 

Measles  ... 

42 

68 

124 

124 

358 

3.33 

3.59 

Pneumonia 

35 

14 

3 

13 

65 

0.60 

0.51 

Meningococcal  Infection 

1 

1 

1 

3 

0.03 

0.06 

Malaria: 

(Therapeutically  induced)  . . . 

- — ■ 

1 

— 

— ■ 

1 

0.01 

to.  00 

(Contracted  abroad) 

— 

— - 

1 

— 

1 

0.01 

fO.OO 

Poliomyelitis:  Paralytic 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

0.03 

0.04 

N  on-Paralytic 

2 

1 

i 

2 

6 

0.06 

0.03 

Totals... 

2 

1 

3 

3 

9 

0.09 

0.07 

Encephalitis  (Post  Infectious) . . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

0.02 

to.  00 

Dysentery 

35 

9 

4 

6 

54 

0.50 

1.10 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

4 

1 

— 

6 

0.06 

0.26 

Food  Poisoning 

97 

— • 

— 

1 

98 

0.91 

0.25 

Erysipelas 

2 

3 

2 

■ — ■ 

7 

0.07 

0.10 

Totals 

244 

120 

177 

223 

764 

7.12 

*8.75 

f  A  rate  of  0.00  does  not  indicate  that  no  case  occurred  (NIL  being  then  the  term)  but  only  that 
the  number  of  cases  occurring  was  not  significant  to  two  places  of  decimals  per  thousand,  i.e.  less 
than  5  per  million. 

*  The  E.W.  overall  total  is  very  slightly  higher  (8.79  per  1000)  as  it  contains  0.01  for  enteric  fever 
and  0.03  for  ophthalmia  neonatorum  no  case  of  either  of  which  was  recorded  throughout  the  C.D. 
in  1955. 


C 


11 


Much  better  than  1955.  No  case  of  Diphtheria,  a  considerable  drop 
in  Polio,  with  no  deaths  and  a  higher  proportion  of  mild  non-paralytic 
cases;  the  expected  biennial  fall  in  measles  (which  has  already,  at  the 
time  of  writing,  been  amply  compensated  for  in  1957!).  Dysentery  was 
up,  but  it  was  up  throughout  the  country.  Food  Poisoning  would  have 
been  negligible  but  for  a  single  sharp  outbreak. 


DIPHTHERIA.  Diphtheria  is  now  so  rare  as  to  be  almost  a  medical 
curiosity.  As  stated  above,  no  cases  were  notified  in  the  C.D.,  and 
throughout  E.W.  in  1956  only  63  cases  were  confirmed.  BUT — and  it 
is  a  very  big  BUT — 8  of  these  63  cases  proved  fatal,  giving  a  fatality 
rate  of  127  per  1000  cases,  the  highest  rate  for  over  20  years.  There  is 
no  indication,  therefore,  for  relaxing  the  immunization  campaign.  If 
you  do  get  Diphtheria  it  is  as  deadly  as  ever.  The  ill-effects  of  immun¬ 
ization  are  Nil  and  its  protective  value  very  high  indeed;  the  ill-effects 
of  diphtheria,  on  the  other  hand,  are  marked  and  demonstrable.  Over 
the  last  twenty  years,  5  in  every  hundred  cases  has  on  the  average 
caused  death  and  a  number  of  the  survivors  have  suffered  permanent 
heart  damage.  Nowadays  diphtheria  prophylaxis  is  combined  with 
whooping  cough  vaccine  and,  while  it  is  not  suggested  that  the  latter 
gives  as  constant  an  immunity  as  the  former,  there  is  no  doubt  that  it 
modifies  whooping  cough  so  much  in  many  cases  that  the  whole  char¬ 
acter  of  the  disease  is  changed.  The  development  of  broncho-pneumonia 
after  whooping  cough,  which  used  to  be  so  deadly  in  the  very  young 
child,  is  much  less  frequent  after  inoculation  and  the  severity  and 
length  of  the  whooping  cough  are  so  much  reduced  that  parents  are 
often  not  sure  whether  or  not  their  child  has  actually  had  the  illness. 

FOOD  POISONING.  There  seems  to  be  some  confusion  in  the 
public  mind  about  the  causes  of  Food  Poisoning.  Excluding  such  com¬ 
parative  rarities  as  poisoning  by  metallic  and  chemical  contaminants, 
Food  Poisoning  is  of  bacterial  origin  and  falls  into  two  groups. 

1.  Food  Infections 

2.  Food  Intoxications 

Food  Infections  are  caused  by  the  multiplication,  in  the  intestines  of 
the  consumer  ?of  certain  germs  which  get  into  food.  People  who  have, 
often  unknowingly,  had  a  food  infection  and  have  recovered  clinically 
can  become  persistent  carriers  of  these  germs  in  their  bowel.  They  may 
subsequently  infect  food  by  handling  it  without  first  having  washed 
their  hands  after  defaecation.  There  are  animal  reservoirs  of  infection 
too— the  germs  are  found  most  frequently  in  the  droppings  of  rats  and 
mice,  cats  and  dogs;  they  can  be  transferred  on  to  food  by  flies  and  occur 
in  duck  eggs.  The  commonest  of  such  germs  are  the  various  Salmonellae 
(including,  fortunately  not  often,  Typhoid  Fever)  and  the  germs  of 
Dysentery. 

Food  Intoxications  are  caused  by  a  different  species  of  germ— the 
Staphylococcus.  In  these  cases  it  is  not  the  germs  themselves  but  the 
toxin  they  produce  which  give^rise  to  the  illness.  Food  Intoxications 
are  usually  caused  by  humans,  though  flies  also  can  cany  Staphylococci . 
Staphs  abound  in  septic  abrasions,  in  boils  and  pimples  and  in  ear  dis¬ 
charges  and  in  styes  and,  just  to  make  things  a  bit  more  difficult,  they 
are  found  in  the  faeces  and  fauces  of  a  percentage  of  apparentl}/  healthy 
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persons.  They  are  transferred  all  too  easily  by  a  food-handler  leaving 
uncovered  a  septic  place,  touching  a  stye,  licking  a  finger  or  picking  the 
nose  when  handling  food,  or  by  coughing  or  sneezing  over  food.  Less 
commonly  the  germs  may  be  transferred  from  the  bowel,  as  in  Food 
Infections. 

Characteristics  of  the  two  groups.  The  germs  of  both  groups  are 
prevented  from  multiplying,  though  not  killed,  by  temperatures  below 
50°  Farenheit.  From  50°  up  to  about  140°  the  germs  proliferate  with 
increasing  rapidity,  provided  moisture  is  present.  A  temperature  of 
from  145-150  maintained  for  5  minutes  is  probably  sufficient  to  kill  the 
germs,  though  to  give  a  margin  of  safety  145  is  maintained  for  half  an 
hour  in  Pasteurization.  The  highest  temperature  that  can  comfortably 
be  borne  by  the  human  hand  is  120,  so  that  washing  up  does  not  kill 
germs,  and  in  canteens  and  restaurants  crockery  should  be  placed  in 
racks  and  immersed  in  water  at  170-180  for  a  quarter  of  a  minute  to 
guarantee  destruction  of  germs.  It  will  be  seen  that  washing  the  hands 
with  soap  and  hot  water  does  not  kill  the  germs.  But  the  effect  of  the 
hot  water  and  soap  combined  is  mechanically  to  rinse  the  germs  off 
the  skin  and  down  the  drain,  hence  the  value  of  hand-washing,  particu¬ 
larly  after  defaecation,  in  preventing  germ-spread. 

While  the  germs  of  both  Food  Infections  and  Food  Intoxications  are 
effectively  destroyed  at  170°  F.,  the  toxin  of  the  Staphylococcus  is 
unaffected  by  culinary  heat  and  so  sterilization  cannot  prevent  its 
effects. 

It  usually  takes  from  12-24  hours  after  the  ingestion  of  contaminated 
food  for  the  germs  of  a  Food  Infection  to  multiply  in  the  bowel  of  the 
victim  to  such  an  extent  as  to  cause  symptoms.  These  are  mostly  of 
moderate  severity  only,  and  the  germs  themselves  are  in  most  cases 
susceptible  to  modern  drugs.  Sometimes,  however,  they  persist  after 
clinical  cure,  giving  rise  to  the  carrier  state  described  above. 

Food  Intoxications  develop  more  rapidly  and  are  more  severe, 
varying  in  intensity  with  the  concentration  of  toxin  ingested.  They 
usually  come  on  in  from  2-4  hours,  often  give  rise  to  vomiting  as  well 
as  diarrhoea,  and  in  severe  cases  may  cause  collapse.  Bactericidal  drugs 
have  no  effect  on  the  toxin  which  is  eventually  broken  up  in  the  body 
of  the  victim  and  excreted. 

Foods  involved :  The  foods  which  form  the  best  media  for  the  multi¬ 
plication  of  Food  Infection  and  Food  Intoxication  germs  are  made-up 
meat  dishes  including  pies,  brawns,  meat-jellies,  etc.,  and  milk  products 
such  as  custards  and  synthetic  cream. 

Left  -overs’.  It  is  not  uncommonly  stated  that  Food  Poisoning  is  liable 
to  occur  when  reheated  dishes  are  eaten.  Reheating  may,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  well  be  of  benefit  in  the  case  of  the  germs  of  Food  Infections  which 
are  killed  by  adequate  heat  over  an  adequate  period  (see  above).  What 
is  dangerous  is  to  leave  the  uneaten  portions  of  cooked  foods  (particu¬ 
larly  meat  dishes  and  milk  products)  for  a  matter  of  hours,  or  overnight 
in  a  place  where  the  temperature  can  rise  to  more  than  50°  F.,  since  this 
will  permit  toxin-formation  if  any  Staphs  have  got  into  the  food,  and 
the  toxin  will  not  be  destroyed  by  a  subsequent  reheating.  In  a  properly 
constructed  larder  the  winter  temperature  seldom  exceeds  50°,  but  in 
summer  it  does  very  frequently  and  the  only  safe  course  is  to  keep  left¬ 
over  foods  in  a  refrigerator  and  consume  them  immediately  after  with¬ 
drawal  from  cold  storage  with  or  without  reheating.  It  you  haven’t 
fridge,  don’t  have  leftovers  in  summertime. 
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I  am  much  indebted  to  Dr.  Norman  Parfit,  who  has  made  a  special 
study  of  Food  Poisoning,  for  help  and  advice  in  drafting  the  above 
section. 


CASES  OF  FOOD  POISONING  IN  THE  C.D.  DURING  1956 

In  the  first  fortnight  of  the  year  two  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  occurred 
in  one  village  (which  is  really  a  village  only  in  name,  having  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  over  7000).  Both  were  in  children  and  in  both  cases  Salmonella 
typhimurium  (Mouse  typhoid)  was  recovered  on  bacteriological  culture 
of  the  stools.  In  neither  house  was  a  human  carrier  found;  there  was  no 
evidence  of  rodent-infestation  nor  could  any  food  be  incriminated.  The 
Public  Health  Inspector,  however,  who  was  on  the  spot  in  more  senses 
than  one,  drew  my  attention  to  the  fact  that  the  children  of  both 
families  had  played  together  in  a  hen-run  belonging  to  one  of  the 
families.  Droppings  were  collected  and  tested  by  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory.  I  wish  I  could  proudly  announce  that  they  contained 
Salmonella  typhimurium  (which  fowl  stools  not  infrequently  do)  and 
that  the  case  was  proved  but,  alas,  as  so  often  happens  with  the  investi¬ 
gation  of  Food  Infections,  we  drew  blank. 

In  the  last  fortnight  of  the  year,  a  third  case  of  Salmonella  typhimur¬ 
ium  occurred  in  the  same  village.  This  was  in  a  five-months’  old  baby 
and  on  its  admission  to  hospital  the  parents  shut  up  the  house  and  went 
to  live  with  friends.  Rodent-infestation  was  most  unlikely  as  their  own 
house  had  been  only  very  recently  completed.  No  domestic  pets  were 
kept  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained  and  there  was  no  evidence  of  either 
parent  being  a  carrier;  and  so,  once  more,  the  trail  petered  out. 

The  remaining  95  cases  were  a  classical  example  of  Food  Intoxication. 
They  all  occurred  among  the  pupils  and  staff  of  a  Secondary  Modern 
School.  The  vehicle  was  almost  certainly  meat.  Some  of  this  had  been 
eaten  at  the  school  canteen  directly  after  cooking  without  any  ill  effects. 
The  leftovers  were  kept,  unrefrigerated  and  presumably  at  a  temper¬ 
ature  which  must  have  exceeded  50°  F. — though  it  is  easy  to  be  wise 
after  the  event — until  the  next  day  when  it  was  reheated  and  im¬ 
mediately  eaten.  Symptoms  of  Food  Intoxication  started  that  evening. 

On  bacteriological  examination,  three  of  the  canteen  staff  had 
Staphylococci  in  the  faeces  and  two  in  the  fauces;  none  of  the  staff 
revealed  any  septic  abrasions,  sores,  styes  nor  discharging  ears. 

The  strong  assumption  was  that  the  meat  had  become  contaminated 
after  the  first  cooking,  with  Staphs  from  the  nasopharynx  of  one  of  the 
canteen  staff.  Contamination  from  the  fingers,  if  there  had  been  in¬ 
sufficient  washing  after  the  use  of  the  lavatory,  was  of  course  another 
possibility,  but  conditions  in  the  canteen  as  regards  cleanliness  were 
good  and  supervision  thorough  and  conscientious.  The  anomaly  that 
only  a  percentage  of  the  children  were  affected  pointed  to  the  fact  that 
only  some  of  the  dishes  of  meat  were  contaminated,  and  this  would  also 
explain  the  fact  that  other  schools  supplied  with  the  same  meal  from 
the  same  canteen  suffered  no  ill  effects. 

The  possibility  that  the  outbreak  had  been  caused  by  flies  was  eagerly 
canvassed  locally  in  an  endeavour  to  incriminate  the  nearby  bone-meal 
factory  which  had  long  been  a  source  of  great  annoyance  to  the  residents 
in  the  village.  The  school  canteen  it  was  stated  was  ‘often  literally  black 
with  flies’  in  hot  weather.  But  this  was  mid-March  and  it  was  only 
after  a  somewhat  prolonged  and  desperate  search  that  a  single  dead  fly 
(dead  how  long  no  one  knew)  was  eventually  discovered  in  an  obscure 
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corner  and  proudly  dispatched  to  the  laboratory  for  analysis.  Ob¬ 
ligingly,  it  yielded  Staphylococcus  aureus.  Technically  it  could  have 
caused  the  trouble,  but  my  shirt  is,  a  little  uncomfortably  perhaps,  on 
the  naso-pharynx  of  one  of  the  staff. 

This  outbreak  demonstrated  the  two  salient  features  of  a  Food 
Intoxication. 

1.  That  it  is  dangerous  to  leave  leftovers  out  of  a  fridge  unless  you 
can  be  quite  certain  that  the  temperature  won’t  rise  above  50°  F.; 
if  you  do,  and  the  food  becomes  contaminated  with  Staphs,  these 
will  proliferate  and  toxin  will  be  formed. 

2.  That  reheating  will  not  destroy  the  toxin.  (If  the  meat  had  been 
infected  with  Salmonellae  these  would  have  been  destroyed, 
provided  the  second  reheating  was  adequate  in  temperature  and 
time,  and  no  harmful  results  of  eating  the  meat  would  have 
supervened.) 


ABOLITION  OF  A  LONG-STANDING  NUISANCE 

In  July  1956,  following  a  public  inquiry  conducted  by  an  Inspector 
of  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  at  which  the  village 
turned  up  en  masse  to  put  its  case,  often  very  forcefully,  judgment  was 
given  that  the  site  of  the  bone-meal  factory  at  the  old  brickworks  at 
Wheatley  was  unsuitable,  that  there  was  a  most  serious  nuisance  from 
smell  and  a  danger  of  fly-borne  disease,  and  that  the  factory  must  with¬ 
out  further  delay  be  closed  down.  This,  following  two  previous  appeals 
by  the  owners,  finally  brought  to  an  end  a  state  of  affairs  which  had 
continued  to  the  great  distress  of  a  large  part  of  the  village  for  almost 
five  years. 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION.  The  government  has  pursued  a 
devious,  vacillating  and  bewildering  policy.  Local  Authorities  were  told, 
in  1955,  that  manufacturing  chemists  were  then  already  straining  at  the 
leash  to  put  on  the  market  supplies  of  vaccine  sufficient  for  the  whole 
population  and  that  the  very  greatest  difficulty  was,  not  unnaturally, 
being  experienced  in  persuading  them  to  hold  back  these  supplies  until 
a  pilot  scheme  to  obtain  statistical  information  had  been  carried  out. 
The  L.A.s  were  bustled  into  preparing  such  a  scheme  in  a  matter  of 
weeks.  Yet  now,  two  years  later,  there  is  still  a  shortage  of  vaccine, 
sometimes  an  acute  shortage — witness  the  refusal  of  extra  supplies 
to  a  Midland  city  beset  with  the  disease  late  in  the  summer  of  1957. 

The  tragedy  caused  by  the  faulty  batch  of  Salk  vaccine  has  apparently 
prevented  the  British  government  from  seeing  the  wood  for  the  trees. 
The  American  people,  who  were  the  victims  of  the  tragedy  in  the  first 
place,  have  had  the  courage  to  realize  that  great  enterprise  is  never  free 
from  risk  and  have  swept  ahead  on  their  usual  heroic  scale.  A  vast 
number  of  inoculations  has  been  done  both  in  the  U.S.A.  and  in  Europe 
without  further  mishap.  Now,  at  long  last,  the  British  government, 
having  in  the  meantime  set  its  face  against  Continental  supplies,  has 
had  to  reverse  its  decision  and  import  the  American  vaccine.  Let  us  hope 
there  will  not  be  the  same  delay  and  muddle  in  getting  it  administered 
as  there  has  been  in  getting  it  here. 

The  small  supplies  of  vaccine  held  by  this  country  comes  into  even 
sharper  relief  when  it  is  realized  that  it  has  not  been  possible  to  vaccinate 
more  than  a  fraction  of  the  children  between  2  and  9  years  old  who 
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were  registered  by  their  parents.  And  this  number  of  registrations 
represented  only  about  20  per  cent  of  the  children  of  that  age  in  the 
country. 

In  Oxfordshire,  for  instance,  5000  out  of  a  possible  25,000  were 
registered.  In  South  Oxfordshire  about  250  children  (in  the  age-group 
selected  by  the  Medical  Research  Council  for  the  pilot  scheme)  received 
vaccine  in  1956.  The  rest  of  those  registered  must  await  the  arrival  of 
more  vaccine.  The  length  of  the  waiting  list,  had  100  per  cent  or  even 
50  per  cent  registered  instead  of  a  mere  20  per  cent,  can  be  imagined! 


TUBERCULOSIS 

B.C.G.  vaccination  for  schoolchildren  of  the  13-14  age  group  con¬ 
tinued  throughout  the  year.  The  following  figures  are  approximate. 


Consent  rate  from  parents  85% 

Total  tested  in  the  C.D.  for  vaccination  750 

Needing  vaccination  and  vaccinated  590 — 79% 

Conversion  rate  (i.e.  percentage  of  Takes')  90%  + 

Complications  Nil 


It  will  be  seen  at  a  glance  that  the  public  has  very  much  more  faith 
in  B.C.G.  than  in  poliomyelitis  vaccination. 

The  statistics  in  regard  to  Tuberculosis  throughout  the  C.D.  will  be 
found  in  the  table  on  p.  16. 

New  cases  were  up  by  30  per  cent  on  the  1955  figure,  pulmonary  cases 
being  up  by  almost  50  per  cent  and  non-pulmonary  cases  down  by  40 
per  cent,  with  corresponding  adjustments  in  the  Incidence  Rates.  The 
pulmonary  increase  would  not  seem  to  be  accounted  for  entirely  by 
the  increasing  impact  of  Mass  Radiography,  for  throughout  the  country 
as  a  whole  there  was  a  decline  of  19  per  cent  in  new  pulmonary  cases. 
No  obvious  reason  to  account  for  the  increased  pulmonary  incidence  in 
the  C.D.  could  be  adduced,  but  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that  with  a 
comparatively  small  number  of  cases  chance  can  play  a  disproportionate 
role.  Three  or  four  cases  notified  in  the  first  week  of  1956  and  not  in  the 
last  week  of  1955,  or  in  the  last  week  of  1956  rather  than  in  the  first 
week  of  1957  would  make  a  marked  difference,  and  it  would  be  well  to 
wait  until  next  year  before  coming  to  the  conclusion  that  the  increase 
is  a  real  one  and  not  just  a  statistical  accident. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955 

This  long  overdue  and  extremely  important  piece  of  health  legislation 
came  into  force  during  1956,  and  in  the  larger  districts  has,  together 
with  increased  meat-inspection  duties,  laid  a  heavy  additional  burden 
on  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  The  regulations  are  in  seven  parts. 

Part  One  is  concerned  with  interpretation  of  terms  used  including 
‘Food  Business  ,  ‘Container  ,  ‘Contamination  ,  ‘Equipment’ , 
‘Food' ,  ‘Open  Food' ,  ‘Food  Room' ,  ‘Premises' ,  ‘ Sanitary 
Conveniences' ,  ‘Food  Handler' . 

Part  Two  lays  down  general  requirements. 

Food  business  not  to  be  carried  out  at  insanitary  premises . 
Cleanliness  of  equipment. 

Restriction  on  preparation  and  packing  of  food  in  or  about 
domestic  premises. 
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Part  Three  gives  requirements  relating  to  persons  engaged  in  handling 
of  food. 

Food  to  be  protected  from  risk  of  contamination. 

Personal  cleanliness. 

Carrying  of  food  and  wrapping,  etc.,  of  open  food. 

PERSONS  SUFFERING  FROM  CERTAIN  INFECTIONS. 

Part  Four  Requirements  relating  to  Food  Premises. 

Drainage. 

Water  supply. 

Sanitary  Conveniences. 

W ashing  facilities. 

Facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment. 

Lighting,  ventilation  and  cleanliness  of  Food  Rooms. 
Situation  of  Food  Rooms. 

Accumulation  of  refuse. 

TEMPERATURE  AT  WHICH  CERTAIN  FOODS  ARE  TO  BE  KEPT. 


Part  Five 


Part  Six 


Part  Seven 


Requirements  relating  to  stalls. 

General  requirements . 

Covering  of  certain  stalls. 

Receptacles  for  waste. 

Water  supply. 

Requirements  for  transport  and  carrying  of  meat. 
Vehicles,  receptacles,  coverings. 

Wearing  of  protective  clothing  by  meat  carriers. 

Administrative  provisions. 

Exemption  of  certain  premises. 

OFFENCES. 

PENALTIES. 


Since  each  of  the  sub-headings  is  expanded  in  detail,  it  will  readily 
he  appreciated  that  these  regulations  in  toto,  are  formidable  and  com¬ 
prehensive.  If  faithfully  observed  and  strictly  enforced  they  should 
much  reduce  the  occurrence  of  Food  Poisoning. 

In  my  view  the  most  important  provisions  are  those  which  I  have  put 
into  capitals. 


PERSONS  SUFFERING  FROM  CERTAIN  INFECTIONS 

As  soon  as  any  person  engaged  in  the  handling  of  food  becomes  aware 
that  he  is  suffering  from,  or  is  the  carrier  of,  typhoid  fever,  paratyphoid 
fever  or  any  other  salmonella  infection  or  dysentery  or  any  staphylococcal 
infection  likely  to  cause  food  poisoning  he  shall  forthwith  give  notice  of 
the  fact  to  the  occupier  of  the  food  premises  or  owner  of  the  food  business 
who  shall  in  turn  immediately  notify  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
Excellent — as  far  as  it  goes,  but  it  does  not  explain  how  a  layman  can 
be  expected  to  know  when  he  is  suffering  from  the  diseases  quoted.  The 
Central  Council  for  Health  Education  in  its  admirable  booklet  ‘Your 
Guide  to  the  Food  Regulations,  1955',  advises  employees  to  suspect  that 
they  may  have  one  of  the  above-mentioned  infections  if  they  have 

E  Diarrhoea  or  vomiting, 

2.  Septic  cuts  or  sores,  boils  or  whitlows, 

3.  Discharges  from  the  ear,  eye  or  nose, 

4.  Any  feverish  illness, 

and  to  report  to  their  employer  accordingly. 
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TEMPERATURE  AT  WHICH  CERTAIN  FOODS  ARE  TO  BE 

KEPT 

This  section  includes  the  following  requirement: 

Food  which  has  been  cooked  or  partially  cooked  shall,  unless  exposed 
for  sale,  either  be  kept  at  a  temperature  of  not  less  than  145°  F.  until 
served  for  immediate  consumption  or  if  the  temperature  is  allowed  to  fall 
below  145°  F.  the  food  must  be  cooled  under  hygienic  conditions  to  under 
50°  F.  as  soon  as  is  reasonably  practicable  and  kept  at  such  a  temperature 
until  it  is  served  or  reheated  for  service. 

(See  also  FOOD  POISONING,  p.  13) 

OFFENCES  AND  PENALTIES 

The  regulations  define  a  number  of  things  which  are  Offences  and 
prescribes  the  Penalties. 

Any  person  guilty  of  an  offence  under  these  Regulations  shall  be  liable 
to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £100  or  to  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
three  months,  or  to  both,  and,  in  the  case  of  a  continuing  offence,  to  a 
further  fine  not  exceeding  five  pounds  for  each  day  during  which  the 
offence  continues  after  conviction. 

Local  Authorities  can  no  longer  complain  that  they  have  no  powers 
to  proceed  against  offenders.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  courts  will  back 
them  up  if  and  when  they  institute  proceedings. 

But,  as  always,  it  is  the  public  which  has  the  last  word — or  the  last 
three  words  Til  go  elsewhere’.  Hitherto  it  has  shown  a  great  lack  of 
both  civic  and  common  sense;  now,  backed  by  the  law,  let  us  hope  that 
it  will  use  its  financial  sanction  in  no  uncertain  manner. 

HOUSING 

TABLE  1.  Permanent  Housing. 

1956  may  be  the  last  year,  for  some  time  to  come,  to  show  heartening 
figures  for  permanent  housing.  At  the  time  of  writing  the  pound  is  once 
more  threatened,  economies  are  demanded  and,  as  always,  the  social 
services  will  take  first  cut.  Unless  some  eleventh-hour  miracle  occurs 
(such  as  Disarmament),  Local  Authorities’  housing  plans  will  have  to 
be  ’reviewed’  (the  official  euphemism  for  ‘reduced’),  while  ‘revised’ 
(‘increased’,  by  the  same  token)  mortgage  rates  may  effectively  dis¬ 
courage  those  who  were  hoping  to  build  a  house  of  their  own. 

In  these  circumstances  it  is  indeed  fortunate  that  the  plans  for  the 
new  estate  on  the  site  of  the  Dorchester  hutted  camp  were  approved 
before  the  storm  broke  and  that  work  is  already  in  progress  there. 

TABLE  2.  Substandard  Housing. 

With  a  presumed  diminution  in  the  housing  programme  and  with 
evictions  consequent  on  the  repeal  of  the  Rent  Act  (unless  the  repeal  is 
itself  repealed!),  Local  Authorities  are  likely  to  find  themselves  subjected 
to  steadily  increasing  pressure  from  parties  interested  in  helping  the 
helpless  (and  helping  themselves!),  to  allow  more  and  more  caravan 
sites  within  their  boundaries.  And  the  L.A.s  will  need  to  be  of  remark¬ 
able  integrity  not  to  farm-out  with  a  sigh  of  relief  the  baby  which 
has  always  been  an  expensive  problem-child  and  now  bids  fair  to  become 
more  difficult  than  ever  to  manage. 
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26  of  these  caravans  are  for  holiday  use  only. 


THE  CARAVAN  PROBLEM 

In  October  1957  I  had  the  privilege  of  presenting  at  the  Annual  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  National  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Council  a  paper 
entitled  ‘The  Caravan  Problem’.  In  connection  with  this  I  made,  with 
the  assistance  of  the  Council,  which  I  gratefully  acknowledge,  a  survey 
of  all  the  caravans  in  the  C.D.  I  am  further  indebted  to  the  Council  for 
permission  to  quote  here  facts  and  figures  from  this  survey. 

A  simple  questionnaire  as  non-controversial  as  I  could  make  it  was 
circulated  by  post  to  the  498  vans  on  sites  and  332  vans  on  individual 
licences  currently  registered  in  the  area. 

To  this  questionnaire  only  38  per  cent  replied  in  spite  of  an  assurance 
that  since  the  forms  asked  neither  the  name  nor  the  address  of  the 
replier,  he  or  she  could  not  be  traced.  Site-owners,  who  were  sent  a 
copy,  co-operated  in  almost  all  cases.  It  is  possible  that  if  there  had 
been  time  or  man-power  to  make  a  visit  to  each  caravan  a  higher 
response  would  have  been  obtained.  Nevertheless  some  interesting  and 
valuable  information  came  to  light. 

Numbers  per  van :  Almost  half  the  vans  were  occupied  by  couples. 
The  next  largest  group  (23  per  cent)  was  couples  with  one  child,  followed 
by  people  living  alone  (14  per  cent).  These  three  groups  comprised 
almost  85  per  cent  of  the  total. 

Children’.  105  vans  (33  per  cent)  had  children.  2  vans  had  4  children 
each,  8  vans  had  3  children  each  and  28  vans  had  2  children  each,  the 
remainder  having  1  child  each. 

Length  of  van :  The  average  length  of  van  was  19  ft.  3  in. 

60  per  cent  of  all  vans  in  South  Oxfordshire  were  less  than  22  ft.  long 

48,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  20  ft.  long 

20  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  18  ft.  long 

The  interest  of  these  figures  lies  in  the  fact  that  all  three  of  them  have, 
at  different  times,  been  quoted  by  caravan  protagonists  as  being  the 
minimum  which  will  ensure  a  decent  standard  of  caravan  living.  22  ft. 
is  the  maximum  length  allowed  by  the  Ministry  of  Transport. 

Length  of  stay:  The  average  length  of  stay  was  3  years  2  months. 

Reasons  for  starting  caravan  life’.  (Most  caravanners  gave  more  than 
one  reason). 


Housing  shortage 

30 

per 

cent 

Financial  reasons 

16 

per 

cent 

Desire  to  be  independent 

14 

per 

cent 

Preferred  anything  to  rooms 

11 

per 

cent 

Need  for  mobility,  connected  with  job 

9 

per 

cent 

Always  wanted  a  caravan 

4 

per 

cent 

Other  reasons 

16 

per 

cent 

Caravan  or  house  preferred’.  It  is  possible  to  get  all  sorts  of  answers  to 
this  question,  depending  on  how  you  put  it.  In  this  survey  the  question 
was  put  as  follows: 

I f  you  could  have  a  new  house  at  a  rent  you  could  afford  and  not  lose 
money  on  selling  your  caravan  would  you  take  the  house  or  stay  in  the 
van? 

60  per  cent  would  prefer  a  house 
33  per  cent  would  prefer  a  caravan  permanently 
7  per  cent  gave  indeterminate,  illegible  or  uninterpretable 
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THAT  IT 


answers,  this  surely  is  the  crux  of  the  whole  problem  — 

is  A  PROBLEM. 

No  amount  of  sophistry  nor  wishful  thinking  nor  juggling  with  figures 
can  alter  the  simple  fact  that  only  1  in  3  live  in  a  van  from  choice. 

WHAT  IS  KEEPING  PEOPLE  IN  CARAVANS,  BY  AND  LARGE,  IS  NOT  LOVE  OF 
CARAVAN  LIFE,  BUT  LACK  OF  HOUSES. 

SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS 

The  caravan  survey  in  South  Oxfordshire,  hurried  and  necessarily 
incomplete  as  it  was,  has  taught  me  a  lot  not  only  about  caravans  but 
about  human  nature,  but  it  hasn't  enabled  me  to  change  my  outlook  on 
caravans. 

I  have  been  represented,  usually  by  people  interested  directly  or 
indirectly  in  the  caravan  trade,  as  the  arch  enemy  of  caravanners.  So 
it  may  be  well  to  repeat  briefly,  what  I  have  written  about  caravans. 

1 .  They  are  unsuitable  for  children. 

2.  That  in  the  nature  of  things  they  are  always  substandard  housing 
accommodation  and  the  fact  that  people  can  acquire  a  taste  for 
caravan  living  doesn’t  alter  this  fact. 

3.  That  for  young  couples  both  of  whom  are  working,  they  are  better 
than  living  with  in-laws  or  in  digs. 

4.  That  caravan-living  probably  causes  most  young  couples  to 
postpone  having  a  family  or  limiting  their  family  to  an  only  child, 
both  of  which  are  undesirable  things. 

5.  That  caravans  are  often  suitable  accommodation  for  old  folk. 

6.  That  in  my  own  districts  I  get  about  twice  as  many  complaints 
of  sickness  being  caused  by  living  conditions  from  caravans  as  I 
do  from  houses. 

7.  That  the  law  with  regard  to  residential  caravanning  is  inadequate. 

8.  That  housing  authorities  should  on  no  account  slacken  their 
efforts  to  provide  houses  because  of  the  number  of  caravanners. 
Most  of  them  are  in  caravans  because  they  have  to  be,  not  be¬ 
cause  they  want  to  be. 

THE  FUTURE 

It  is  clear  that  the  caravan  has  come  to  stay.  About  a  third  of  those 
now  in  caravans  wouldn’t  take  houses.  Some  are  in  caravans  because 
industry  needs  a  mobile  labour  force;  some  single  folk  couldn’t  manage, 
let  alone  afford,  a  house;  some  people  prefer  the  caravan  life. 

I  believe  that  two  things  are  desirable  in  the  future  to  protect  both 
the  caravanners  and  the  Local  Authorities  who  are  responsible  for 
seeing  that  not  only  do  the  caravanners  not  harm  themselves  but  do 
not  harm  the  community  at  large. 

1.  A  set  of  model  byelaws  about  residential  caravans  far  more 
comprehensive  than  those  under  section  268  of  the  P.H.A.  1936. 
These  should  relate  to,  among  other  things, 

(i)  Overcrowding,  particularly  with  regard  to  children. 

(ii)  Type  and  size  of  caravans. 

(iii)  Security  of  tenure  for  good  caravanners. 

(iv)  The  revoking  of  site  licences  where  the  site  operator  does 
not  conform  to  the  conditions  laid  down  in  the  licence.  At 
present  site-licences  once  granted  are  virtually  irrevocable. 
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(v)  Control  of  subletting  of  vans. 

(vi)  Rent  control. 

(vii)  Greater  incentive  to  L.A.s  to  run  their  own  caravan-sites, 
(viii)  Abolition  of  the  42-day  rule. 

(ix)  Certain  conditions  to  be  carried  out  nationally  henceforth 
on  caravan  sites — electricity,  water-carriage  system,  fire- 
precautions,  number  of  vans  to  the  acre  and  that  no  new 
licences  should  be  granted  except  where  these  conditions 
can  be  carried  out.  Local  Authorities  to  be  empowered  to 
add  conditions  should  they  so  wish. 

2.  That  Local  Authorities  should  run  caravan  sites  as  they  run 
housing  estates.  Caravan  site-operators  vary  enormously  in  their 
conception  of  conscience  and  duty  to  the  public.  There  is  ample 
evidence  in  the  replies  to  the  South  Oxfordshire  questionnaire 
that  some  site  operators  are  regarded  as  friends  rather  than  land¬ 
lords  and  are  extremely  interested  in  and  generous  towards  their 
tenants.  Such  would  have  little  to  fear  from  the  competition  of 
the  L.A.  administered  site.  Against  bad  site-operators,  however, 
the  caravanner  has  virtually  no  protection;  many  of  them  sell 
caravans  as  well  as  own  sites  and  this  is  usually  where  the 
trouble  starts.  There  is  nothing  to  stop  them  charging  a  premium 
for  site  accommodation,  nor  to  stop  them  insisting  that  as  well  as 
buying  a  caravan  the  caravanner  must  thenceforth  shop  at  the 
site  shop  and  buy  his  bottled  gas  from  the  site-owner.  As  a  land¬ 
lord,  the  site  owner  has  unprecedented  powers;  he  can  order  a 
tenant  off  the  site  at  a  week’s  notice  in  the  knowledge  that  the 
caravanner  will  in  all  probability  be  unable  to  find  an  alternative 
site  and  will  almost  certainly  leave  his  van  in  situ ;  for  it  he  can’t 
find  a  site  neither  will  anyone  to  whom  he  might  sell  his  van. 
Thereupon  the  site-owner  graciously  agrees  to  sell  the  van  to  his 
next  client,  taking  an  undisclosed  percentage  both  from  outgoing 
and  incoming  tenant.  These  are  the  sort  of  abuses  which  would 
rapidly  disappear,  if  alternative  accommodation  in  an  L.A.  site 
were  available. 

It  is  said  that  many  L.A.s  are  reluctant  to  sponsor  caravan 
sites  because  it  would  encourage  people  to  come  in  from  other 
districts  and  then  later  demand  houses.  But  the  L.A.  would  not 
be  forced  to  accept  every  applicant  for  a  pitch  on  its  caravan  site 
and  could  perfectly  well  confine  its  sites  to  local  people  if  it  so 
wished. 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948— Section  47 

This  (to  me)  hateful  legal  instrument  had  to  be  invoked  in  the  case  of 
a  lady  aged  about  75  living  alone  in  a  council  house.  All  efforts,  includ¬ 
ing  repeated  visits  and  warnings  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
myself,  proved  unavailing  and  recourse  was  therefore  had  most  un¬ 
willingly  to  the  court.  She  was  committed  to  ‘a  suitable  place’  where, 
as  so  often  happens,  in  my  experience,  she  languished  and  died  despite 
‘proper  care  and  attention’. 

GENERAL  COMMENT  ON  THE  YEAR 

Excellent.  A  general  improvement  on  1955  except  for  the  slight 
increase  in  the  Neonatal  Mortality  and  Illegitimacy  Rates,  and  the  T.B. 
figures  quoted  on  p.  16. 
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In  all  respects  except  incidence  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  Total 
Tuberculosis,  and  Illegitimacy,  the  C.D.  figures  for  the  year  were  better 
than  the  E.W.  figures.  U  ’ 


AS  USUAL 

Another  year  has  slipped  by,  with  every  assistance  from  colleagues, 
medical  and  lay,  and  never  a  cross  word.  Indeed,  hearing  of  the  rows 
in  which  some  M.Os.H.  become  embroiled,  I  wonder  uneasily  if  I  ought 
not  to  try  to  make  an  enemy  or  two.  But  the  work  gets  done  and  the 
health  of  the  C.D.  continues  to  improve,  so  I  judge  there  can't  be  a  great 
deal  amiss. 


CHANGES 

As  foreshadowed  in  last  year’s  report,  Mrs.  Thompson  left  in  Novem¬ 
ber  1956.  She  has  been  succeeded  by  Miss  J.  B.  Hawkyard  who  seems 
to  be  taking  in  her  stride  the  task  of  looking  after  the  untidiest  man  I 
know. 

As  will  be  seen  from  p.  1,  the  office  had  to  be  given  up  early  in  1957. 
This  caused  but  one  regret,  parting  from  Miss  G.  B.  Genner  for  whom  no 
room  could  be  made  available  in  the  new  quarters.  I  would  like  to 
express  my  sincere  thanks  for  her  unfailing  loyalty  despite  failing 
health.  She  never,  in  my  recollection,  got  a  message  wrong  (and  some 
of  the  messages  we  get  are  quite  surprising!)  nor  forgot  to  remind  me  of 
an  appointment,  and  she  guarded  the  office  not  as  if  it  contained  swabs, 
faeces-pots  and  books  of  reference,  but  as  if  it  harboured  the  crown 
jewels  or  even  atomic  secrets. 

I  am  truly  grateful  to  the  Committee  for  installing  me  in  an  excellent 
first  floor  office  near  the  centre  of  the  town,  at  Three  St.  Michael’s 
Street.  From  the  shop  below  arises  the  fragrance  of  roasting  coffee 
beans,  a  pleasant  change  indeed  from  the  previous  rooms  which  were 
permeated,  every  dustbin  day,  by  a  very  different  effluvium,  as  quanti¬ 
ties  of  marine  remains  were  conveyed  to  their  last  resting  place.  Still, 
44  Castle  Street,  with  all  its  faults,  served  its  turn  for  a  good  many 
years  so  perhaps  it  is  a  little  invidious  now  to  cry  ‘Sour  Grapes’ — or 
should  it  be  ‘Stinking  Fish’? 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HECTOR  MACKENZIE-WINTLE 
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MUNICIPAL  BOROUGH  OF  HENLEY-ON-THAMES 

Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1416 

Population: 

R.G.'s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.55)  Home  Population  ...  8010 

R.G.'s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.56)  Home  Population  ...  8010 

Census  (1951) .  7970 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1955)  ...  ...  ...  ...  2530 

(1956)  2573 

Rateable  Value  (1.4.56)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £11,104 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (Year  ending  31.3.57)  (estimated)  £440 


Social  Conditions  and  Occupations 

Besides  the  occupations  common  to  most  up-river  Thames-side 
towns  brewing  and  light  engineering  are  carried  on  in  the  town. 


Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 


Live  Births 


Births 


Males 

Females 

Persons 

Live  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 

Crude  Corrected 

Henley-on-Thames 

Legitimate 

54 

48 

102 

12.7 

Illegitimate  . . . 

— 

7 

7 

0.9 

Total 

54 

55 

109 

13.6  14.6 

England  and  Wales 

... 

15.7 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Still  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  total 
births) 

Henley-on-Thames 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

2 

19.2 

Illegitimate 

— 

— 

— 

NIL 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

18.0 

England  and  Wales 

Deaths 

Deaths  from  All  Causes 

•  •  • 

23.0 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Death  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

Henley-on-Thames 

50 

56 

106 

13.2  10.5 

England  and  Wales 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  .  . 

11.7 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningoccal  Infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 1 .  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung 
bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymph¬ 
atic  neoplasm 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  dis¬ 
ease  ...  ...  ...  ... 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  diseases  ... 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo¬ 
denum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diar¬ 
rhoea  ... 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth  and 
abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ... 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents  ... 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of 
war 


All  Causes  ... 


As  a 

per- 

Order  of 

Male 

Female 

Persons 

centage  of 

fre- 

the  total 

quency 

2 

9 

| 

1.88 

=  10 

1  ‘ 

| 

1 

f 

1 

n 

.94" 

i 

=  13 

3 

3 

2.82 

1 

.=  8 

2 

j—t 

2 

2 

2 

NCE1 

form: 

00 

1.88 

1.88 

>16.92 

=  10 
=  10 

5 

4 

9 

O  TO 

8.46 

5 

1 

1J 

.94  j 

=  13 

1 

1 

P4  - 

.94 

=  13 

9 

-\ 

cn  g 

<  o 

21.62 

14 

23 

1 

8 

8 

16 

2  S'3 

Gw  58 

15.04 

>54.52 

3 

(H.S 

1 

1 

W  p 

.94 

=  13 

7 

11 

18 

<3  o 

W  c 

16.92  j 

2 

3 

2 

5 

ST"  . 

4.70 

6 

CQ 

1 

3 

41 

WH 

H  V)  ^ 

3.76") 

7 

3 

— 

3 

e  o 

^  8 

2.82 

>7.52 

=  8 

1 

— 

U 

i;hh 

O  n  o 

.94 

J 

=  13 

1 

1 

.94 

=  13 

1 

1 

.94 

=  13 

5 

6 

11 

10.34 

4 

1 

1 

.94 

=  13 

50 

56 

106 

(*84) 

100(*78.96) 

*  Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 
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Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  during  the  year.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  0.56  maternal 
deaths  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

Infant  Mortality  and  Neo-Natal  Mortality 

There  were  2  female  deaths  under  one  year,  both  in  legitimately  born 
children.  Of  these,  one  occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life. 

Henley  England  &  Wales 

per  1000  live  (per  1000  related 
births  live  births*) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  18.3  23.8 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  9.2  16.9  {pr£g,jre)nal 

Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Work.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  R.  L.  Vollum. 

As  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Battle  Hospital,  Reading, 
is  nearer  to  Henley  than  the  Oxford  Laboratory  some  practitioners 
prefer  to  send  their  specimens  there,  to  be  examined  by  Dr.  Wood. 

Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply.  Water  is  supplied  by  the  Henley-on-Thames  Water 
Company,  Limited,  from  two  bore-holes,  each  sunk  200  feet  into  middle 
chalk.  The  one  at  Greys  Road,  Henley,  is  8  inches  in  diameter,  the 
other  at  Reading  Road,  Harpsden,  is  12  inches  in  diameter.  Both 
supplies  are  chlorinated  and  softened  by  the  base  exchange  process 
from  19°-21°  (Clark)  to  between  8°  and  9°  (Clark).  Monthly  samples 
taken  for  bacteriological  examination  have  always  demonstrated  the 
water  to  be  highly  satisfactory. 

The  2621  occupied  dwellings  (2573  houses  and  48  caravans)  all  have 
a  piped  main  water  supply  (2564  direct  into  the  dwelling  and  57  to  a 
stand  pipe  or  sharing  one) . 

Sewage  Disposal.  The  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  town  are  con¬ 
nected  to  the  public  sewers  as  the  table  given  below  demonstrates. 

The  drainage  of  the  town  is  arranged  on  the  'Separate  System’  (i.e. 
surface  water  and  sewage  are  disposed  of  separately).  Surface  water  is 
discharged  directly  into  the  River  Thames  through  oil  traps.  Sewage 
is  lifted  to  the  sewage  disposal  works  by  Shone  Ejectors  operated  by 
compressed  air  produced  at  the  Lambridge  Wood  Pumping  Station. 

The  Contractors  proceeded  with  the  construction  of  the  new  sewage 
outfall  works  at  the  Marlow  Road  site,  and  towards  the  end  of  the  year, 
the  main  construction  was  nearing  completion.  The  Northfield  End 
Pumping  Station  was  completed  in  November  1956,  and  the  delivery 
of  the  necessary  machinery  was  awaited. 

*  Related  live  births  are  births  occurring  not  during  the  calendar  year  1956, 
but  during  the  twelve  months  in  which  the  babies  who  died  were  themselves  born. 
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Summary  of  Closet  Provision  and  Water  Supply 


Method  of  Sewage  Disposal 

Type  of  Water  Supply 

Well 

Main  Water 

To  stand  pipe  j 

or  sharing  one  i  Piped  into  house 

Chemical  Closet 

— 

48 

Pail  Closet 

— 

— 

— 

Water  Closet 

To  main  sewer 

9 

2489 

To  cesspool 

— 

— 

75 

Totals 

— 

57 

2564 

Section  D 
HOUSING 

New  Construction  since  1945 


(a)  By  the  Council 


Houses 

Bungalows 

2-Bedroom 

Type 

Flats 

2- Bedroom 
Type 

Bedrooms 

Prefabs 

2 

3 

4 

Total  constructed 

1945-55  . 

25 

189 

18 

34 

31 

32 

Number  completed 
during  1956  ... 

14 

14 

_ 

_____ 

1 

Number  under  con¬ 
struction  at  31.12.56 

12 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

*  Total  completed  and 
under  construction  . . . 

51 

213 

18 

34 

32 

32 

*  This  does  not  include  a  further  20  houses  (4th  development),  see  under 
Housing  Development,  p.  30. 


(b)  By  Private  Enterprise 

Since  1945  79  houses  have  been  built  by  private  enterprise  and  6 
were  under  construction  at  December  31st,  1956. 

Housing  Needs  of  the  Borough.  It  is  estimated  that  a  further  50  houses 
are  required  to  satisfy  the  present  demand  for  accommodation,  exclud¬ 
ing  slum  clearance. 

Huts  and  Caravans.  The  remaining  hutments  (total  6)  were  vacated 
and  demolished.  The  occupants  were  rehoused  on  the  Council’s  estates. 

On  a  privately  owned  site  there  are  48  caravans  occupied  as  dwellings. 

Housing  Development.  The  house  construction  on  the  Abraham’s 
Estate  has  proceeded,  and  the  second  development  comprising  47 
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dwellings  was  completed.  The  third  development  on  this  estate  con¬ 
sisting  of  28  dwellings  (18  2-Bedroomed  Houses  and  10  3-Bedroomed 
Houses)  was  commenced,  and  is  proceeding  satisfactorily. 

The  Council  intend  to  erect  a  further  20  dwellings  (i.e.  fourth  develop¬ 
ment),  and  instructed  their  Architect  to  prepare  the  necessary  plans, 
for  10  3-Bedroomed,  and  10  2-Bedroomed  houses. 

The  Council  have  given  further  consideration  to  a  future  housing  site 
in  Reading  Road. 


Inspections  made,  Notices  Served  and  Orders  made 


Under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936 

Under  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

Inspections  Made 

276 

69 

Notices  Served, 

(a)  Informal 

56 

12 

(b)  Statutory 

6 

6 

Orders  Made 

(a)  Closing  Order 

— 

— 

(b)  Demolition  Order 

— 

2 

(c)  Undertaking  given  under 
Section  1 1  Housing  Act, 

1936 

1 

Slum  Clearance.  During  the  year,  3  Areas  (Greys  Road  (No.  1),  Greys 
Road  (No.  4)  and  Fairmile  (Clisby  Cottages  involving  6  houses)  were 
declared  by  the  Council  to  be  Clearance  Areas,  and  the  Clearance  Orders 
were  made,  and  submitted  to  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  for  confirmation.  The  Minister  confirmed  the  Orders  without 
modification,  and  the  same  became  operative  on  January  19th,  1957. 

Further  Clearance  Areas  will  be  declared  by  the  Council  in  1957. 


Section  E 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Meat.  A  large  proportion  of  the  slaughtering  for  this  district  is 
carried  out  at  the  Reading  Abattoir,  but  on  de-rationing  in  1954,  the 
Council  licensed  two  former  slaughterhouses  and  at  one  of  these 
premises  slaughtering  is  carried  out  on  a  small  scale. 

Ice  Cream.  No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  and  manufacture  of 
ice  cream. 

(a)  No.  of  persons  using  cold  mix  method  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  No.  of  persons  carrying  out  heat  treatment  ...  ...  1 

No.  of  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  41 

N o  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  during  the  year  ...  ...  Nil 

Food  Poisoning.  No  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  were  notified  during 
the  year. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
PERIOD  1st  JANUARY— 31st  DECEMBER,  1956 


Cattle 

ex¬ 

clud¬ 

ing 

cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

No.  killed  (if  known) 

— 

— 

7 

8 

7 

22 

No.  inspected 

— 

— 

7 

6 

7 

20 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

1.  Whole  carcases  condemned 

2.  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3.  %  No.  inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  Tubercu¬ 
losis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  only 

1.  Whole  carcases  condemned 

2.  Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

3.  %  No.  inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  of 
organ  was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration 

Generalized  and  totally  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Inspected  and  Condemned.  The  following  foodstuffs  were  con¬ 
demned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  and  voluntarily  surrendered. 


Imported  Beef  ...  157|  lb. 

Home  Killed  Beef  ...  84  1b. 

Corned  Beef  ...  (8  tins)  49 J  lb. 
Canned  Ham  ...  (6  tins)  78J  lb. 
Other  Canned  Meats  ...  12  tins 

Canned  Fruit  ...  ...  27  tins 

Canned  Vegetables  ...  40  tins 

Canned  Milk  ...  ...  6  tins 


Canned  Soups  ...  ...  14  tins 

Cakes  (various)  ...  ...  96  lb. 

South  African  Oranges  1  crate  (216) 
Potatoes  ...  ...  ljcwt. 

Sausages  ...  ...  1  lb. 

Fish  (various)  ...  ...  5  stone 

Scallops  ...  ...  ...  8  dozen 

Miscellaneous  foods  ...  4  jars 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

No.  of  Registered  Distributors  with  dairy  premises  within  the 

Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 
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No.  of  Registered  Distributors  with  dairy  premises  outside  the 


Borough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

No.  of  Dealer’s  licences  granted  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Pasteurized  Milk  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Sterilized  Milk  ...  ...  2 

,,  Supplementary  ,,  ,,  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  Pasteurized  Milk  ...  ...  2 


Milk  Sampling .  Milk  ( Special  Designations)  Regulations 
No  samples  of  ‘designated’  milk  were  taken  during  the  year. 


Food  Premises.  During  the  year  40  inspections  were  made  of  food 
premises  in  the  Borough,  and  some  improvements  effected. 

No.  of  food  premises  according  to  type  of  business,  as  at  31.12.56. 


Butchers’  premises 
Bakehouses 

Confectionery  premises  (cakes,  bread,  etc.) 

Grocery  premises 

Fish  Shops  (including  Fish  Friers) 

Greengrocers 
Hotels,  Cafes,  etc. 

Mixed  General  Shops  (other  than  Grocers,  and  including 
sweet  shops)  ... 

Licensed  premises 

Sweets  Manufacturer  (Boiled  Sweets)  ... 


11 

5 

7 

19 

4 

9 

22 

18 

35 

1 


Total 


..  131 


Food  Hygiene.  As  in  past  years,  personal  contact  was  deemed  to  be 
the  best  method  of  promoting  a  better  understanding  on  food  hygiene. 
The  new  Food  &  Drugs  Act  and  Regulations  came  into  operation  on 
January  1st,  1956.  Unfortunately,  due  to  pressure  of  other  work,  it  was 
not  found  possible  to  inspect  many  premises  under  the  Regulations.  It 
will  be  necessary  to  allocate  some  time  to  this  work  in  the  future,  as  the 
number  of  establishments  qualifying  for  inspection  is  estimated  to  be 
in  the  region  of  170;  and  in  particular  those  that  chiefly  prepare  meals, 
and  sell  ‘open’  foods,  will  demand  prior  attention. 


Special  Examination  of  Food.  Only  one  incident  demanded  a  special 
examination,  and  ultimately  1  lb.  of  beef  sausages  were  voluntarily 
surrendered  and  destroyed.  The  seasoning  used  in  their  preparation 
was  bacteriologically  examined,  and  found  to  contain  Staphylococcus 
aureus. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act  1938 

Inspections  made  of  Premises  (Section  13)  ... 
Informal  Notices  Served 
Informal  Notices  completed  by  31.12.55 
Statutory  Notices  Served 


40 

11 

5 

0 
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Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  other  than  Pulmonary  T uberculosis 


Number  of  cases 

Male 

notified 

Female 

Total 

Dysentery  ... 

— 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

2 

2 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ... 

— 

2 

2 

Erysipelas  ... 

1 

— 

I 

Total 

1 

5 

6 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Transfers  into 
the  district 

Transfers  out 
of  the  district 
and  patients 
classified  as 
recovered 

Died 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pulmonary 

6 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

Non-Pulmonary  . . . 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

7 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— _ 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1948 


(a)  Inspection  of  Factories 


Number 

in 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Written 

Notices 

served 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  apply 

9 

5 

2 

2.  Factories  in  which  Section  7 
applies 

39 

20 

3 

_ _ 

3.  Other  premises 

12 

3 

— 

— 

Total  ... 

60 

28 

5 

— . 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Defect 

Number 

found 

Referred 

by 

H.M.  Inspec¬ 
tor 

Number 

remedied 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

Sanitary  Conveniences — 

2 

— 

2 

(a)  Insufficient 

— 

— 

— 

( b )  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

2 

( c )  Not  separate  for  sexes 

Other  offences  (not  including  offences 

1 

1 

I 

relating  to  outwork) 

— 

— 

— > 

Total 

5 

3 

5 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 
Report  for  the  12-month  period  ending  31st  March,  1957 


Type  of  Property 


! 

All  other 
(including 

Local 

Dwelling 

Agri- 

business 

Authority 

Houses 

cultural 

premises) 

Total 

No.  of  properties  in- 

spected  by  the  Local 
Authority  during 
the  1 2-month  period 
ended  31.3.57,  as  a 

1 

result 

(a)  of  notification 

(b)  survey  under  the 

— 

13 

1 

9 

23 

Act,  and 

(c)  otherwise,  e.g. 

8 

30 

5 

23 

66 

when  visited  pri¬ 
marily  for  another 

cause 

5 

83 

15 

43 

146 

MAJOR 

No.  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  which  were 

— 

— 

— 

— — 

—  - 

1 

3 

1 

5 

10 

found  to  be  infested 

by  rats  minor 

MAJOR 

No.  of  properties  which 
were  found  to  be 

• — - 

—  . 

_ 

— 

seriously  affected  by 

mice  minor 

— 

6 

— 

6 

12 

No.  of  infested  pro- 

perties  treated  by 
Local  Authorities 

1 

5 

1 

2 

9 

No.  of  notices  served 

under  Section  4 
(i)  Treatment 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

(ii)  Structural  works 

(e.g.  proofing, 

etc.) 

i 

— 

■ — - 

— 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948— SECTION  47 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT  1951 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  acts  during  the  year. 

SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  WORK  DURING 

THE  YEAR  1956 

Summary  of  Inspections  ( including  revisits) 

(a)  House  Inspection.  Under  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  336 

Under  Housing  Act  ...  ...  110 

Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ...  ...  32 
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(b)  General  Sanitation. 

Accumulations 

Drainage 

Factories 

A  Shops  ...  ...  ... 

Moveable  Dwellings  ... 

Rodent  Control 
Piggeries 

Smoke  Observations  (informal) 
Miscellaneous  visits  ...  ... 

'(c)  Food  Premises. 

Bakehouses  ... 

Butchers’  Shops 
Dairies 

Fish  Shops  and  Fish  Friers 

Grocers’  premises 

Hotels,  cafes,  restaurants,  etc. 

Ice  Cream  premises  ... 

Visits  to  food  premises  re  unsound  food 
Licensed  premises 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  re  meat  inspection 
Miscellaneous  visits  ... 

(d)  Infectious  Disease. 

Inquiries  and  visits  ... 

Premises  disinfected 
Miscellaneous  visits  .... 

(e)  Rag  Flock  Act. 

Routine  visits 


(/)  Notices. 

No.  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 50 

No.  of  informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

No.  of  statutory  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Summary  of  work  carried  out  and  Nuisances  abated 

Accumulations  removed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Defective  drains  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Chimneys  repaired  ...  ...  ...  . , .  ...  ...  ...  9 

Internal  plasterwork  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Windows  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

External  brickwork  pointing  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  .,.10 

Rainwater  pipes  and  eaves  gutters  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  20 

Flushing  cisterns  renewed  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Y ard  paving  resurfaced  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Fireplaces  or  ranges  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Yards  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Choked  drains  cleared  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

Miscellaneous  items  dealt  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


7 

14 

10 

4 

10 

12 

3 

39 

6 

47 

24 


5 

3 

12 


144 

28 

19 

86 

14 

37 
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Section  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres 
Population: 

R.G.'s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.55)  Home  Popu¬ 
lation 

R.G.'s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.56)  Home  Popu¬ 
lation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Census  (1951) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1955) 

(1956) 

Number  of  Families  or  separate  occupiers  (1955) 

(1956) 


Rateable  Value  ... 
Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


1679 


4720 

5140 

4171 

1280 

1425 

1310 

1455 

£56,700 

£211 


Social  Conditions  and  Occupations 

Bicester  is  a  market  town  in  the  midst  of  a  predominantly  agricul¬ 
tural  area.  The  principal  occupation  is  therefore  agriculture  although 
the  largest  single  employer  of  labour  from  the  town  is  the  Base 
Ordnance  Depot  nearby  in  the  Ploughley  Rural  District. 


Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 


Births 


Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Persons 

Live  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

Bicester 

Legitimate  . . . 

52 

51 

103 

20.0 

Illegitimate  ... 

3 

2 

5 

1.0 

Total 

55 

53 

108 

21.0  18.9 

England  and  Wales 

. . . 

...  ... 

. . . 

15.7 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Still  Birth  Rate 
(per  1 000  total 
births) 

Bicester 

Legitimate  . . . 

1 

1 

2 

19.0 

Illegitimate  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Total 

1 

1 

2 

18.2 

England  and  Wales 


•  •  • 


23.0 
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Deaths  from  all  Causes 

Males 


Deaths 

Females  Persons 


Bicester  ...  ...  36  22  58 

England  and  Wales 


Death  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

11.3  13.4 

11.7 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


Male 

Female 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

9 

w  • 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

4. 

Diphtheria 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

8. 

Measles 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymph- 

atic  neoplasm 

4 

1 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

3 

o 

O 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

7 

5 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  dis- 

ease 

3 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

2 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

2 

22. 

Influenza 

23. 

Pneumonia 

1 

9 

La 

24. 

Bronchitis 

2 

9 

Lt 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

system 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo- 

denum 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diar- 

rhoea  ... 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 

tion 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . . . 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

8 

4 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

35. 

Suicide 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of 

war 

All  Causes  ... 

36 

22 

Persons 


12 

2 


9 


As  a  per¬ 
centage  of 
the  total 


23 


58 


(*39) 


1.73 

1.73^ 


3.45 

1.73 


>15.54 


8.63 

1.73 

10.35 

20.70 

5.18 

3.45 

3.45' 

5.181 

6.90 


>39.68 


j 


12.08 


1.73 


20.70 

3.45 


100.1  (*67.3)| 


Order  of 
fre¬ 
quency 


=  12 
-  12 

=  8 
=  12 


4 

=  12 
3 

=  1 

=  6 
=  8 
=  8 

=  6 

5 


=  12 


*  Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 
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Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  during  the  year.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  0.56  maternal 
deaths  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 

Infant  Mortality  and  Neo-Natal  Mortality 

There  were  2  deaths  under  one  year,  one  male  and  one  female,  both 
of  which  occurred  in  the  first  four  weeks  of  life.  Both  occurred  in 
legitimately  born  children. 

(per  1000*  related  live  births) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  18.5  (23.8)* 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  ...  ...  18.5  (16.9)  (provisional)* 

*  Figures  in  parentheses  are  for  England  and  Wales  1956.  See  footnote  on  p.  28. 

Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Work.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  R.  L.  Vollum. 

Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply.  The  continued  rise  in  water  requirements  resulted  in  si- 
consumption  during  1956  of  over  65  million  gallons,  an  average  of 
1,227,000  gallons  per  week. 

During  the  year  the  supplies  at  the  Council’s  Headworks  and  the 
British  Railways  borehole  were  augmented  by  water  taken  from  the 
Air  Ministry  supply  at  Heyford,  delivered  in  bulk  to  the  CounciFs 
storage.  The  scheme  for  increased  storage  is  now  under  consideration. 

Twelve  bacteriological  tests  and  2  chemical  examinations  were  made 
and  found  satisfactory. 

Of  the  1425  inhabited  houses  in  the  town,  1416  have  a  piped  water 
supply  (1391  direct  to  the  house  and  25  to  a  standpipe),  9  are  dependent 
on  wells,  i 

t 

Sewage  Disposal.  The  new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  is  in  operation  and 
proving  satisfactory. 

Summary  of  Closet  Provision  and  Water  Supply 


Type  of  Water  Supply 


Method  of  Sewage  Disposal 

Well 

Main  Water 

j  l\,  I  ■  .  '(  ;  ; 

i 

To  stand  pipe 

Piped  into  house 

Chemical  Closet  ... 

_ 

_ 

Pail  Closet  ...  ... 

Water  Closet 

9 

- - 

:  - - - 

To  main  sewer 

— 

25 

1390 

To  cesspool  ... 

— ■ ' 

— 

.  ..  uaD  .1  ■ 

Total 

9 

25 . 

1391 
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Section  D 
HOUSING 


New  Construction  since  1945 


(a)  By  the  Council 


Houses 

Flats 

Bungalows 

Bedrooms 

Bedrooms 

Bedrooms 

2 

3 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

Total  completed  1945-1955 

66 

202 

4 

— 

- - 

4 

4 

Number  completed  in  1956 

8 

77 

4 

24 

4 

6 

— 

Number  under  construction 

at  31.12.56  . 

4 

52 

4 

— 

— 

20 

—  - 

Total  completed  and  under 

construction 

78 

331 

12 

24 

4 

30 

4 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise.  Since  1945  58  houses  have  been  erected  by 
private  enterprise.  At  31.12.56  a  further  7  were  under  construction. 


Housing  List.  At  31.12.56  live  applications  for  Council  houses 
numbered  300. 


Caravans.  Two  caravans  were  relicensed  during  the  year  1956. 


Improvement  Grants.  During  1956  the  Council  approved  7  schemes 
for  the  improvement  of  dwellings  under  the  Housing  Act  1949.  The 
total  amount  approved  was  £2340  of  which  the  Bicester  U.D.  con¬ 
tributed  £1067. 


Inspections  made,  Notices  served  and  Orders  made 


Under  the 

Under 

Public  Health 

Housing  Act, 

Act,  1936 

1936 

Inspections  made 

Notices  served 

295 

245 

Informal 

120 

96 

Statutory 

Orders  made 

— 

— 

40 


BICESTER  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Section  E 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

Meat.  There  are  now  three  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  town. 

CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED  IN 

WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 
Exclud¬ 
ing  Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if 
known) 

240 

— 

32 

1065 

1172 

— 

Number  inspected 

170 

— 

22 

875 

850 

— 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

18 

— 

— 

20 

59 

— 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 

affected  with  disease 
other  than  tubercu¬ 
losis  and  cysticerci 

9.9% 

— 

— 

2.2% 

7.0% 

— 

Tuberculosis  only. 
Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

8 

— 

— 

55 

— 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis 

5.0% 

— 

— 

• 

6.5% 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalized  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning.  There  were  no  cases  of  food  poisoning  notified 
during  the  year. 
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Food  inspected  and  condemned. 

lb. 

tins 

Mea,t  (offal)  ... 

4  4  4  4  4  • 

18 

Sausage 

•  4  4  4  4  4 

112 

!  :  X  ; 

Canned  Meat 

4  4  4  4  4  4 

...  154* 

,,  Soup  ... 

4  4  4  4  4  4 

7 

,,  Vegetables 

•  4  4  4  4  4 

41 

,,  Fruit  ... 

4  4  4  4  4  4 

28 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS  1938  and  1944 
MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS  1949 
Distributors  of  Milk 

Four  persons  have  been  registered  as  distributors  of  milk. 

Milk  ( Special  Designation)  (. Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949 

Dealers’  Licences  issued  authorizing  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  ‘Tuberculin  Tested’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Supplementary  Licences  issued  authorizing  the  use  of  the  special 
designation ‘Tuberculin  Tested’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurized  and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regulations 
1949 

Dealers’  Licences  issued  authorizing  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  ‘Pasteurized’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Supplementary  Licences  issued  authorizing  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  ‘Pasteurized’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Supplementary  Licences  issued  authorizing  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  ‘Sterilized’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Twenty  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream. 


FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1955 


No.  in 
Bicester 

No.  of 

visits 

made 

No.  of 
defects 
under 
Regula¬ 
tions 

discovered 

No.  of 
notices 
issued 

No.  of 
defects 
remedied 
or 

improved 

Licensed  Premises 

21 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Restaurants  and 

cafes 

8 

16 

2 

0 

2 

Food  shops-Grocers 
and  Greengrocers 

20 

44 

9 

0 

9 

Bakeries 

3 

14 

4 

4 

4 

Dairies 

4 

16 

3 

3 

3 

School  canteens  and 
kitchens 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Factory  canteens 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

59 

94 

22 

11 

22 

42 


BICESTER  URBAN  DISTRICT 


•  <U  Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  other  than  Pulmonary  T uberculosis. 

Number  of  cases  notified 
Male  Female  Total 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  2  —  2 

Totals  ...  ...  ...  2  —  2 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Transfers  into 
the  district 

Transfers  out 
of  the  district 
and  patients 
classified  as 
recovered 

Died 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pulmonary 

4 

1 

3 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Non-Pulmonary  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

4 

1 

3 

1 

3 

: - 

— 

— 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1948 


(a)  Inspection  of  Factories 


No.  on 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Written 

Notices 

served 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 
lf  2,  3,  4  and  6  apply 

9 

49 

2.  Factories  in  which  Section  7 
applies 

17 

43 

____ 

_ 

3.  Other  premises 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

26 

92 

— 

— 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Defect 

Number 

found 

Number 

remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

10 

10 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

5 

5 

- — ■ 

Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  . . . 

1 

1 

— 

Totals  ... 

16 

16 

— 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948  — SECTION  47 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT  1951 

No  action  was  taken  under  these  acts  during  the  year. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 
Report  for  12  months  ended  March  31st,  1957. 


—  =  NIL 


TYPE  OF  PROPERTY 
Non- Agricultural 


(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  &  (3) 

- 

(5) 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

I.  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

(Notes  1  and  2) 

24 

1279 

320 

1623 

9 

II.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of: 
(a)  Notification 

3 

6 

_ . 

9 

S _ 

ib)  Survey  under  the 
Act 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

( c )  Otherwise  (e.g. 
when  visited  pri¬ 
marily  for  some 
other  purpose)  . . . 

24 

843 

■ 

■ 

68 

• 

935 

9 

III.  Total  inspections  car¬ 
ried  out — including  re¬ 
inspections 

(To  be  completed  only 
if  figures  are  readily 
available) 

175 

2150 

204 

2529 

12 

IV.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect.  II) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by: 

(а)  Rats  /Mai°r  ••• 
{a)  Kats  \ Minor  ... 

(б)  Mice  /Major  ... 

v  '  \ Minor  ... 

2 

2 

5 

4 

— 

7 

6 

— - 

V.  Number  of  infested  pro¬ 
perties  (in  Sect.  IV) 
treated  by  the  L.A.  ... 
(Figures  should  NOT 
exceed  those  given  at 
Sect.  IV) 

4 

9 

— 

13 

— 

G 
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VI.  Total  treatments  car¬ 
ried  out — including  re¬ 
treatments 

(To  be  completed  only 
if  figures  are  readily 
available) 

4 

9 

— 

13 

— 

VII.  Number  of  notices 
served  under  Section  4 
of  the  Act: 

(а)  Treatment 

(б)  Structural  Work 
(i.e.  Proofing) 

— 

— 

■ — 

- — 

VIII.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  following 
the  issue  of  a  notice 
under  Sect.  4  of  the  Act 

IX.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

X.  Number  of  "Block' 
control  schemes  carried 
out  ...  ...  ... 

— 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  WORK 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


Number  of  different  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  576 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  893 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  213 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  165 

Number  of  notices  served  (informal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  164 

Number  of  notices  served  (statutory) 

Number  of  prosecutions 


NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS  OR  NUISANCES  ABATED 


As  to  Privies,  W.C.s,  sink-wastes,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

As  to  Drains  or  Cesspools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

As  to  Pigs  or  other  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

As  to  Cowsheds,  Dairies  and  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  4 

As  to  Deficient  or  impure  water  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

As  to  Unclean  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

As  to  Overcrowded  houses 

As  to  Polluted  ditches  or  streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

As  to  Insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits  ...  ...  ...  11 

As  to  other  defects  or  nuisances  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  for  analysis  ...  ...  ...  2 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  bacteriological  report  ...  12 

Number  of  wells  closed 

Number  of  wells  cleansed,  repaired  or  deepened 
Number  of  new  wells  sunk 

Number  of  houses  connected  with  the  water  mains  (new  houses)  145 
Number  of  water  certificates  granted 

Number  of  seizures  or  surrenders  of  unsound  or  diseased  food  130 
Number  of  Conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.s 
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Canal  Boats  on  Register 

— 

Common  Lodging  Houses  on  Register 

— 

Milkshops  on  Register 

4 

Milkshops,  number  of  inspections 

21 

Cowsheds  and  dairy  farms  on  Register  . . . 

1 

Cowsheds,  number  of  inspections 

7 

Slaughterhouses,  number  on  Register 

3 

Slaughterhouses,  number  of  inspections  ... 

...  165 

Piggeries,  number  of  inspections  ... 

7 

No. 

Visits 

Restaurants  ... 

8 

24 

Butchers’  shops  including  cooked  meats  . . . 

5 

32 

Bakeries 

3 

22 

It  is  hoped  to  start  clean  food  awards  in  1957. 
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URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  THAME 

Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3140 

Population 

R.G/s  Mid-year  Estimate  (1955)  Home  Population  ...  3710 

R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (1956)  Home  Population  ...  3730 

Census  (1951)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3585 

Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  (1955)  ...  ...  ...  1211 

(1956)  .  1231 

Number  of  Families  or  separate  occupiers  (1956)  ...  ...  1251 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £39,324 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £155 


Social  Conditions  and  Occupations 

The  town  is  an  agricultural  centre  with  a  large  weekly  market. 
There  are,  in  addition,  light  engineering  works  and  a  large  laundry. 


Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 

Births 


Live  Births 


Males 

Females 

Persons 

Live  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  popula¬ 
tion) 

Crude  Corrected 

Thame 

Legitimate 

28 

26 

54 

14.5 

Illegitimate  . . . 

— 

1 

1 

.3 

Total 

28 

27 

55 

14.8  15.2 

England  and  Wales 

. . . 

... 

15.7 

Males 

Females  Persons 

Still  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  total 
births) 

Still  Births 

Thame 

Legitimate 

1 

1 

9 

JmU 

35.7 

Illegitimate  . . . 

1 

— 

1 

500 

Total 

2 

1 

3 

51.7 

England  and  Wales 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 

Deaths 

•  •  • 

23.0 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Death  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

Thame 

22 

15 

37 

9.9  9.2 

England  and  Wales 

.  .  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

.  .  . 

11.7 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19. 


20. 

21. 

22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 


26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 


31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  other  ... 
Syphilitic  disease 
Diphtheria 
Whooping  Cough 
Meningococcal  infections 
Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 
Measles 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 
bronchus 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 
Other  malignant  and  lymph¬ 
atic  neoplasm 
Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 
Diabetes 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 
system 

Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  dis¬ 
ease 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

Other  circulatory  disease 

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 
system 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo¬ 
denum 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diar¬ 
rhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 
Hyperplasia  of  prostate 
Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor¬ 
tion 

Congenital  malformations  ... 
Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 
All  other  accidents  ... 

Suicide 

Homicide  and  operations  of 
war 


All  Causes  ... 


Male 


2 

4 


Female 


1 

3 


1 

2 


6 

2 

1 

1 


Persons 


8 

6 

1 

1 

r 

n 

3 


04  U) 

w  £ 
o  75 


W 

<  Xi 

w  g 

c n  E 
►-<  in 
Cr 

bjo 

H.g 

<3 
w  g 
UJ-S  . 
00 

,  Wh 

££  3 

x 

<D 


1 

9 


6 


16 


4 


As  a  per¬ 
centage  of 
the  total 


Order  of 
fre¬ 
quency 


2 

4 

6 

16.2 

1 

1 

2.7 

22 

15 

37  (*26) 

100.0  (*70.2) 

J 


2.7 

5.4 


2.7"' 

-  7 

2.7 

>16.2 

=  7 

10.8 

J 

— V 

4 

21.6 

1 

16.2 

>43.2 

_  9 

2.7 

=  7 

2.7  J 

=  7 

2.7 

=  7 

2.7 ' 

=  7 

8.1 

CO 

o 

T»”< 

5 

7 

6 


2 

7 


*  Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 


48 


THAME  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

Infant  Mortality  (Deaths  under  one  year) 

Neo-Natal  Mortality  (Deaths  under  four  weeks) 

Two  male  deaths  under  one  year,  both  in  legitimately  bom  children, 
were  recorded  during  1956.  Of  these  two,  one  occurred  in  the  first  four 
weeks  of  life.  This  gives  an  Infant  Mortality  rate  of  36.4,  and  a  Neo- 
Natal  Mortality  rate  of  18.2.  The  rates  for  England  and  Wales  for  1956 
were,  respectively 

Maternal:  0.56  per  thousand  total  (live  and  still  births) 

Infant:  23.8  per  thousand  *related  live  births 
Neo-Natal:  16.9  per  thousand  ^related  live  births  (Provisional 
figure). 

Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Work.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  R.  L.  Vollum. 


Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply.  The  district  continues  to  be  supplied  with  water  from 
the  Kingsey  Road  Waterworks.  The  yield  from  the  well  is  adequate 
for  the  present  requirements  of  the  district  and  the  water  is  of  satis¬ 
factory  chemical  and  bacteriological  quality.  The  average  daily  con¬ 
sumption  of  water  is  approximately  138,000  gallons  which  represents  a 
consumption  of  38  gallons  per  day  per  head  for  domestic  and  industrial 
purposes. 

Sewage  Disposal.  The  domestic  and  industrial  sewage  flow  from  the 
district  is  treated  at  the  Council's  sewage  disposal  works  at  Moor  End 
Lane.  The  process  provides  for  primary  settlement  with  sludge  separa¬ 
tion  and  diversion  to  drying  beds.  The  settled  effluent  is  applied 
to  primary  and  secondary  biological  filters  and  the  filtrate  then  passed 
through  a  humus  tank  from  which  the  final  effluent  is  discharged  to  a 
stream.  The  quality  of  the  final  effluent  shows  signs  of  change,  sug¬ 
gesting  that  the  steadily  increasing  quantity  of  effluent  and  changes  in 
its  chemical  composition  are  affecting  the  standard  of  effluent  quality. 

Of  the  1231  occupied  dwellings  (1217  houses  and  14  caravans),  1224 
have  a  piped  main  water  supply  (1201  direct  into  the  house  and  23  to 
a  stand  pipe  or  common  supply)  and  7  are  dependent  upon  wells,  the 
water  from  which  is  piped  into  the  house  in  3  cases. 

(*  per  1000  related  live  births,  i.e.  births  occurring,  not  during  the  calendar  year 
1956  but  during  the  twelve  months  in  which  the  babies  who  died  were  themselves 
born.) 
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Sewage  Disposal.  The  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  town  are  con¬ 
nected  to  the  public  sewers  as  the  following  table  demonstrates: 


Type  of  Water  Supply 

Method  of  Sewage  Disposal 

Well 

Main  Water 

To  stand  pipe  or 
common  supply 

Piped  into  house 

Chemical  Closet 

_ 

14 

_ _ _ 

Pail  Closet 

Water  Closet 

3 

9 

25 

To  main  sewer 

1 

— 

1149 

To  cesspool  or  septic  tank 

3 

— 

27 

Totals... 

7 

23 

1201 

Section  D 
HOUSING 

New  Construction  since  1945 


(a)  By  the  Council 


Flats 

Houses 

Bungalows 
for  old  people 

Bedrooms 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Total  completed  1945-55  ... 

— 

28 

95 

14 

8 

Number  completed  in  1956 

• — 

8 

2 

2 

— 

Number  under  construction  at 

31.12.56  . 

4 

4 

10 

— 

— 

Total  completed  and  under  con- 

struction  ... 

4 

40 

107 

16 

8 

(b)  By  Private  Enterprise.  Three  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
were  completed  in  1956. 

Inspections  made,  Notices  served  and  Orders  made 


Under  the 
Public  Health 
Act  1936 

Under  the 
Housing  Act 
1936 

Local  Government 
(Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  Act 
1953 

Inspections  made 
Notices  served 

97 

31 

— 

Informal 

14 

9 

_ 

Statutory  ... 

— 

— 

— - 

Orders  made  ... 

3 

(c)  Applications  for  housing  by  the  Council.  86  applications  were 
outstanding  on  31.12.56. 
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Section  E 

FOOD  INSPECTION 
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Meat  inspection  has  been  carried  out  daily  during  the  year  at  the 
Moor  End  Lane  Slaughterhouse  and  weekly  at  one  private  slaughter¬ 
house.  The  following  articles  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  food 
and  were  voluntarily  surrendered. 

Number  of  carcases  inspected: 

Bovines  1662,  Calves  604,  Sheep  2551,  Pigs  2649:  Total  7466. 


Condemned: 


Bovine  carcases 

Tuberculosis  ... 

1928  lb. 

,,  offal  ... 

Cirrhosis,  Fasciola,  abscesses 

353  lb. 

,,  part  carcases 

Bruising  and  Inflammation 

73  lb. 

Pig  carcases  ... 

Fevered 

189  lb. 

Pig  offal 

Ascaris  lumbricoides 

861b. 

Sheep  carcases 

Emaciation  ... 

42  lb. 

Sheep  offal  ... 

Fasciola 

38  lb. 

Calves  carcases 

Immature 

28  lb. 

Calves  offal  ... 

Hepatitis 

41b. 

Corned  beef 

•••  •••  •••  ••• 

12  lb. 

Ham  (tinned) 

2  lb. 

Apricots 

1  tin 

Baked  Beans 

1  tin 

Liquid  frozen  eggs 

14  lb. 

Processed  peas 

1  tin 

Rhubarb 

... 

1  tin 

FOOD  PREMISES 

1.  Number  of  Food  Premises  by  type. 

Butchers’  Shops 

5 

Dairies 

•  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

3 

Restaurants 

6 

Public  Houses 

17 

General  Stores 

22 

Grocers 

6 

2.  Number  of  Food  Premises: 

No.  of  premises  registered  under  Section  16  Food  and  Drugs  Act, 
1955. 

Sale  of  Ice  Cream ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Dairies  registered  ...  ...  ...  3 

3.  Number  of  inspections:  49. 

4.  Condemned  meat  disposed  of  by  incinerator  and  to  approved 
contractors* 

7.  Ice  Cream  Treatment,  etc.,  Reg.  1947-52.  No  samples  have  been 
taken  during  the  year,  there  are  no  manufacturers  in  the  district. 

8.  Food  Hygiene  Regulations:  30  visits  have  been  made  to  shops 
and  market  stalls  during  the  year,  and  suggestions  made  as  to 
how  premises  can  be  altered  to  conform  to  the  regulations. 


,  „  FOOD  POISONING 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  was  notified  during  the  year. 
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Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Number  of  cases  notified 


Scarlet  Fever 

Male 

1 

Female 

Total 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ... 

•  «  ■ 

1 

■ — - 

1 

Measles 

.  .  ♦ 

10 

5 

15 

Dysentery  ... 

... 

3 

— 

3 

Totals 

... 

15 

5 

20 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Transfers  into 
the  district 

Transfers  out 
of  the  district 
and  patients 
classified  as 
recovered 

Died 

M 

.. 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pulmonary 
Non-Pulmonary  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

1 

— 

1 

■ — 

1 

— 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1948 


(a)  Inspection  of  Factories 


Number 

in 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  apply 

41 

27 

4 

— - 

2.  Factories  in  which  Section  7 

applies 

5 

12 

1 

— 

3.  Other  premises 

2 

8 

2 

— 

Totals 

48 

47 

7 

— - 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Defect 

Number 

found 

Number 

remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

3 

3 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences — insufficient 
Other  offences  against  the  Act  (not 

1 

1 

— 

included  offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

Totals  ... 

4 

4 

— 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948— SECTION  47 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (AMENDMENT)  ACT  1951 
See  p.  24. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Destruction  of  rodents  at  private  houses,  business  premises  and  at 
the  Council's  own  properties  continues  to  be  carried  out  under  the 
joint  arrangement  with  the  Bullingdon  R.D.C. 

Year  1956 

Houses  Agriculture  Business  Total 
No.  of  Properties  Inspected  98  11  127  236 

No  of  Properties  treated  ...  38  6  14  58 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  WORK 


DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 

Number  of  different  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  574 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Number  of  defects  or  nuisances  discovered  ...  ...  ...  44 

Number  of  notices  served  (informal)  ...  ...  ...  ...  106 

Number  of  notices  served  (statutory)  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  visits  to  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  411 

Dairies  inspected;  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Unclean  houses  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Overcrowded  houses  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Polluted  ditches  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Premises  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  (bacteriological)  ...  ...  21 

Number  of  houses  connected  to  water  mains  ...  ...  ...  4 
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Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

(1)  PARISHES 


Parish 

Area 

(Acres) 

Mid- 1956 
Estimate 

Dwellings 

(Inc.  Huts 
and 

Caravans) 

Adwell 

339 

52 

15 

Aston  Rowant 

2924 

689 

198 

Beckley  and  Stowood 

2039 

428 

123 

Benson 

2748 

2393 

412 

Berrick  Salome 

560 

132 

38 

Brightwell  Baldwin  ... 

1612 

188 

54 

Britwell  Salome 

1429 

188 

54 

Chalgrove 

2756 

723 

208 

Chinnor 

3420 

1860 

535 

Clifton  Hampden 

1924 

497 

143 

Crowell 

996 

90 

26 

Cuddesdon 

970 

379 

109 

Culham 

2051 

435 

125 

Cuxham  with  Easington 

789 

195 

56 

Denton 

845 

136 

39 

Dorchester-on-Thames 

1954 

1273 

366 

Drayton  St.  Leonard 

1302 

292 

84 

Elsfield  . 

1296 

143 

41 

Ewelme 

2542 

546 

157 

Forest  Hill  with  Shotover  ... 

1181 

591 

170 

Garsington 

2233 

890 

256 

Great  Haseley 

4468 

605 

174 

Great  Milton  ... 

2582 

883 

254 

Holton 

1709 

562 

77 

Horspath 

1266 

1189 

*342 

Lewknor 

3184 

619 

178 

Little  Milton  ... 

1348 

303 

87 

Littlemore 

1038 

7101 

2042 

Marsh  Baldon 

1282 

351 

101 

Old  Marston  ... 

1011 

2726 

784 

Newington 

1834 

150 

43 

Nuneham  Courtenay 

2108 

976 

81 

Pyrton 

3295 

257 

74 

Risinghurst  and  Sandhills  ... 

834 

3391 

975 

Sandford-on-Thames 

1005 

779 

224 

Shirburn 

2421 

223 

64 

Stadhampton 

2432 

775 

223 

Stanton  St.  John 

2720 

417 

120 

Stoke  Talmage 

869 

83 

24 

Sydenham 

1580 

327 

94 

Tetsworth 

3318 

473 

136 

Thomley 

564 

7 

2 

Tiddington  with  Albury 

1089 

323 

93 

Toot  Baldon  ... 

1112 

160 

46 

Towersey 

1380 

323 

93 

Warborough  ... 

1696 

824 

237 

Waterperry  ... 

1936 

156 

45 

Waterstock  ... 

900 

118 

34 

Watlington 

4149 

1961 

564 

Wheatfield 

740 

49 

14 

Wheatley 

1050 

1822 

524 

Woodeaton 

788 

77 

22 

Totals 

91,618 

40,130 

♦10,980 

*  This  includes  79  huts  at  the  Slade  Camp,  Headington,  administered  by  Oxford 
'Corporation,  see  p.  61. 
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DIVISION  OF  PARISH  OF  FOREST  HILL  WITH  SHOTOVER 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government,  under  the  powers 
given  by  S.  141,  Local  Government  Act,  1933,  has  confirmed  the  County 
of  Oxford  (Parishes  of  Risinghurst  and  Sandhills,  and  Forest  Hill  with 
Shotover)  Confirmation  Order,  1956,  which  divides  the  Parish  of 
Forest  Hill  with  Shotover  into  two  parishes,  to  be  named  'Forest  Hill 
with  Shotover'  and  ‘Risinghurst  and  Sandhills',  with  effect  from  April 
1st,  1956,  The  necessary  adjustments  have  been  made  in  the  various 
tables  in  this  report  where  practicable. 


(2)  SUMMARY  OF  PRINCIPAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres  ... 

Population: 

R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.55) 

R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.56)  Home  Popu¬ 
lation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Census  (1951) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (1955)  ... 

(1956) . 

Rateable  Value  (31.12.56) 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (1956-57) 


91618 

38770 

40130 
34996 
9808 
10280 
Z323977 
~  £1455 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  AND  OCCUPATIONS 

The  district  is  predominantly  agricultural.  There  are  a  number  of 
light  industries,  sawmills  and  a  cement  works.  Many  people  travel  daily 
into  Oxford  to  work,  particularly  at  Morris  Motors  and  the  Pressed 
Steel  Company. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 


Live  Births 


Bullingdon 


Births 

Males  Females  Persons  Live  Birth  Rate 

(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 


Legitimate 

342 

349 

691 

17.2 

Illegitimate  ... 

J.  !  «  1  ■ 

19 

21 

40 

1.0 

Total 

361 

370 

731 

18.2 

17.7 

England  and  Wales 

15.7 
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Still 

Births 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Still  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  total 

births) 

Bullingdon 

Legitimate 

4 

7 

11 

15.7 

Illegitimate  . . . 

9 

jLj 

1 

3 

69.8 

Total 

6 

8 

14 

18.8 

England  and  Wales 

... 

•  •  • 

23.0 

Deaths 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Death  Rate 

(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

Bullingdon 

187 

159 

346 

8.6  8.8 

England  and  Wales 

•  •  • 

. . . 

•  .  • 

11.7 

Maternal 

,  Mortality 

There  was  one  death  from  puerperal  causes 

during  the  year.  This 

gave  a  maternal  mortality  rate  of  1.3  per  1000  total 

(live  and  still) 

births.  The  E.W.  figure 

was  0.56. 

Infant 

Mortality 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate  (per  1000 

live  births) 

Bullingdon 

Legitimate 

11 

4 

15 

21.7 

Illegitimate  . . . 

1 

— - 

1 

25.0 

Total 

12 

4 

16 

21.9 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  23.8* 


Neo-Natal  Mortality 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  four  weeks  of  age. 


Bullingdon 

Males 

Females 

Persons  Neo-Natal  Mortality 
Rate  (per  1000  live 
births) 

Legitimate  . . . 

7 

4 

11  15.9 

Illegitimate  ... 

— 

— 

—  NIL 

Total 

7 

4 

11  15.0 

England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  *16.9  (PrF^Jr°”al 

(*per  1000  related  live  births,  i.e.  births  occurring,  not  during  the  calendar  year 
1956  but  during  the  twelve  months  in  which  the  babies  who  died  were  themselves 
born.) 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


Male 

Female 

Persons 

As  a  per¬ 
centage  of 
the  total 

Order  of 
fre¬ 
quency 

1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

3 

5 

1.445 

-  15 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

3.  Syphilitic  diseases 

3 

3 

.867 

-  18 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  Cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

3 

5 

81 

2.312  ^ 

-  10 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus 

15 

2 

17 

ca  a 

4.913 

7 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

5 

5 

1.445 

-  I  ft  91 

=  15 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

3 

3 

^  ^  63 

.867 

>  lO.Z  1 

=  18 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymph- 

5* 

atic  neoplasm 

20 

18 

28 

8.092 

4 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

2  J 

.578  J 

=  22 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

(/)  2 

system 

25 

26 

sn 

^  o 

Wh 

14.7391 

2 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

29 

18 

47 

13.583 

3 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  dis- 

159 

S.45.92 

ease 

4 

2 

6 

Si 

1.734 

14 

20.  Other  heart  disease  ... 

27 

28 

55^ 

Co 

Ci3  d 

15.895 

1 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

9 

5 

14 

4.046 

8 

22.  Influenza 

1 

3 

4 

CQ 

1.156 

17 

23.  Pneumonia 

11 

16 

27 1 

Hc/)H 

(S)  <*  be 

7.8031 

5 

24.  Bronchitis 

6 

6 

12 

l  £$3  40 

3.468 

.  1  1 

9 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

>11 .00 

system 

1 

<D 

.289  J 

=  24 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo- 

denum 

5 

2 

7 

2.023 

-  13 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diar- 

rhoea  ... 

1 

1 

.289 

=  24 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

3 

3 

.867 

=  18 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

1 

.289 

=  24 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 

tion 

1 

1 

.289 

=  24 

31.  Congenital  malformations  ... 

5 

3 

8 

2.312 

=  10 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

9 

15 

24 

6.936 

6 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

.867 

=  18 

34.  All  other  accidents  ... 

3 

5 

8 

2.312 

=  10 

35.  Suicide 

1 

1 

2 

.578 

=  22 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of 

war 

All  Causes  ... 

187 

159 

346 

(*262) 

100  (*75.7) 

*  Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 


BULLINGDON  RURAL  DISTRICT 


57 


Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Work.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  R.  L.  Vollum. 


Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supply 

During  the  year  the  mains-supply  scheme  to  serve  Little  Haseley  has 
been  completed. 

Mains  extensions  have  been  made  to  serve  property  at  (a)  Howe  Hill, 
Watlington,  (b)  Blacksmith  Lane,  Warborough,  and  (c)  New  Council 
Houses  in  Love  Lane,  Watlington. 

By  agreement  with  the  Oxford  City  Council,  the  Rural  District 
Council  took  over  the  duties  of  supplying  water  to  the  Eastern  Parishes 
of  the  District,  on  April  1st,  1956. 

A  Public  Inquiry  was  held  on  October  11th,  1956,  into  a  scheme  for 
supplying  the  Central  and  Eastern  Parishes,  and  the  decision  of  the 
Minister  is  awaited. 

A  scheme  for  improving  the  supply  to  the  parishes  of  Dorchester-on- 
Thames,  Warborough  and  Clifton  Hampden  is  in  course  of  preparation 
and  this  scheme  will  also  provide  for  a  piped  supply  of  water  to  the 
parishes  of  Culham,  Marsh  Baldon,  Toot  Baldon  and  Nuneham 
Courtenay. 

In  those  parishes  in  which  water  mains  are  already  laid,  the  following 
additional  houses  were  connected  to  the  mains  during  the  year. 
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Parish 

Number  of 
Houses 

Water  Suppliers 

Aston  Rowant 

23 

Bullingdon  R.D.C. 

Beckley  and  Stowood 

4 

Oxford  Corporation 

Benson 

2 

South  Oxon  Water  Co. 

Berrick  Salome 

9 

Bullingdon  R.D.C. 

Brightwell  Baldwin 

2 

ditto 

Chalgrove 

7 

ditto 

Chinnor 

35 

ditto 

Clifton  Hampden  ... 

6 

ditto 

Cuxham  with  Easington  ... 

10 

ditto 

Borchester-on-Thames 

18 

ditto 

Drayton  St.  Leonard 

20 

ditto 

Ewelme 

1 

South  Oxon  Water  Co. 

Forest  Hill  with  Shotover 

14 

Oxford  Corporation 

Garsington  ... 

7 

Bullingdon  R.D.C. 

Great  Haseley 

21 

ditto 

Great  Milton 

32 

ditto 

Horspath 

38 

Oxford  Corporation 

Lewknor 

7 

Bullingdon  R.D.C. 

Little  Milton 

9 

ditto 

Littlemore  ... 

50 

Oxford  Corporation 

Old  Marston 

59 

ditto 

Newington  ... 

2 

Bullingdon  R.D.C. 

Pyrton 

2 

ditto 

Sandford-on-Thames 

2 

Oxford  Corporation 

Shirburn 

1 

Bullingdon  R.D.C. 

Stadhampton 

6 

ditto 

Stanton  St.  John  ... 

6 

Oxford  Corporation 

Sydenham  ... 

8 

Bullingdon  R.D.C. 

Tetsworth  ... 

7 

ditto 

Tiddington  with  Albury  ... 

2 

ditto 

Towersey 

2 

ditto 

Warborough 

42 

ditto 

Waterperry  ... 

3 

Oxford  Corporation 

Waterstock  ... 

4 

ditto 

Watlington  ... 

50 

Bullingdon  R.D.C. 

Wheatley 

10 

Oxford  Corporation 

f  328 

Bullingdon  R.D.C. 

Totals 

521 g  190 

l  3 

Oxford  Corporation 

South  Oxon  Water  Co. 

In  some  instances  where  a  piped  water  supply  is  not  available  the 
water  supplies  are  deficient  in  quality  or  quantity  or  in  both. 

Bacteriological  examination  of  water  supplies.  The  following  two  tables 
show  the  results  of  bacteriological  examinations  of  water  supplies  from 
non-mains  and  mains  sources  respectively. 

The  first  table  shows  that  80  per  cent  of  the  samples  taken  were 
potentially  dangerous  to  health.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind,  however, 
that  samples  from  known-to-be-contaminated  sources  are  often 
repeated,  as  it  is  sometimes  considered  desirable  to  obtain  a  series  of 
samples  from  a  particular  source. 
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(1)  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Samples  during  1956  from 

sources  other  than  main  piped  supplies 


Parish 

Number  of  Samples  of  Water 
reported  as: 

Totals 

Satis¬ 

factory 

Slightly 

Con¬ 

taminated 

Grossly 

Con¬ 

taminated 

Aston  Rowant  ... 

2 

_ 

4 

6 

Beckley  and  Stowood  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Benson  ... 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Chalgrove 

— 

— 

2 

2  •  > 

Clifton  Hampden 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Culham  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Dorchester-on-Thames 

— 

' - 

1 

1 

Ewelme 

— 

— 

2  ■ 

■  2  ' 

Great  Haseley  ... 

■ — 

1 

— 

1 

Lewknor 

7 

6 

17 

30 

Little  Milton 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Littlemore  ...  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Marsh  Baldon  ... 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Nuneham  Courtenay  ... 

— 

_ 

1 

1 

Pyrton  ... 

' 

1 

9 

3 

Shirburn 

— 

— 

2 

2 

Svdenham 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Warborough 

1 

2 

3 

6 

Watlington 

— 

3 

1 

4 

Wheatley 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Woodeaton 

— 

1 

1 

Totals  ... 

14 

15 

42 

71 

Per  cent 

20 

21 

59 

100 

(2)  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Water  Samples  during  1956  from 

main  piped  water  supplies 


Ministry  of  Health  Classifications 

Class  3 

Class  4 

) 

Class  1 

Class  2 

Suspi- 

Unsatis- 

•  ) 

Parish 

Highly 

satis- 

Satis¬ 

factory 

cious 

factory 

Totals 

factory 

Potentially  dan¬ 
gerous  to  health 

Dorchester-on-Thames 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Great  Haseley  ... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

Stanton  St.  John 

1 

1 

2 

9 

13 

Totals  ... 

3 

3 

2 

10 

18 

Per  cent 

17 

17 

11 

55 

100 
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The  unsatisfactory  samples  from  Stanton  St.  John  were  taken  from  a 
private  mains  supply;  the  owners  of  the  supply  have  promised  to  dis¬ 
continue  the  use  of  this  supply  as  soon  as  their  property  is  connected 
to  the  public  mains  supply. 

The  remaining  samples  wrere  taken  from  potential  public  supplies; 
the  unsatisfactory  sample  at  Great  Haseley  was  followed  by  a  satis¬ 
factory  sample. 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal.  During  the  year  the  scheme  for 
sewering  Chalgrove  has  been  completed;  the  scheme  to  serve  Forest  Hill 
Milage  is  complete,  except  for  minor  adjustments  to  mechanical  equip¬ 
ment  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Plant. 

About  75  per  cent  of  the  main  sewerage  scheme  at  Horspath  was 
completed  by  the  end  of  the  year,  but  a  main  drainage  scheme  in  Spring 
Lane,  Littlemore,  could  not  proceed  owing  to  difficulties  with  the  line 
of  sewer  through  property  of  the  Oxford  City  Council,  and  a  revised 
scheme  is  now  being  prepared. 

Fifty-one  per  cent  of  the  dwellings  in  the  R.D.  are  now  connected  to 
the  sewer  (a  rise  of  2  per  cent  since  1955),  25  per  cent  have  cesspools, 
but  24  per  cent  are  still  described  as  having  inadequate  drainage. 


Section  D 
HOUSING 

New  Construction.  The  new  houses  erected  in  the  district  during  1956 
are  detailed  below. 


Parish 

Houses  Erected  by 

Local  Authority 

Private 

Enter¬ 

prise 

No. 

Types  (See  note  below) 

No. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

Aston  Rowant 

— 

5 

Beckley 

• — 

4 

Benson ... 

— 

1 

Chalgrove 

16 

16 

— 

Chinnor 

— 

4 

Clifton  Hampden 

— 

1 

Cuxham 

— 

2 

Dorchester-on-Thames 

— 

1 

Forest  Hill  with  Shot- 

over  ... 

30 

30 

1 

Garsington 

5 

Great  Milton  ... 

— 

3 

Horspath 

2 

2 

12 

Littlemore 

78 

28 

4 

46 

2 

Old  Marston 

— 

76 

Stadhampton  ... 

— 

6 

Sydenham 

— 

1 

Toot  Baldon  ... 

— 

1 

Towersey 

— 

1 

Warborough  ... 

• — 

5 

Watlington 

10 

10 

3 

Wheatley 

— 

3 

Totals  ... 

136 

84 

2 

4 

46 

137 
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TYPES 

Type  1.  Two-Bedroom,  Non-Parlour  Traditional. 

2.  Three-Bedroom,  Parlour  Traditional. 

3.  Three-Bedroom,  Non-Parlour  Traditional. 

4.  Pre-fabricated,  Three-Bedroom,  Parlour. 

5.  Traditional  Bungalows. 

6.  Traditional  Four-Bedroom. 

7.  Traditional  One-Bedroom  Flats. 

8.  Traditional  Two-Bedroom  Flats. 

The  following  houses  and  flats  have  been  built  in  the  Rural  District  by 
Oxford  City  Council.  Although  services  are  administered  by  the 
District  Council,  the  houses  and  flats  are,  of  course,  allotted  to  applic¬ 
ants  on  the  Oxford  City  Housing  List  and  do  not  contribute  to  the 
solution  of  the  R.D.  Council's  housing  problem.  No  houses  were 
completed  during  the  Year  1956. 


Parish 

Years 

1935-39 

Years 

1947-56 

Totals 

Littlemore 

263 

777 

1040 

Risinghurst  and  Sandhills  ... 

— 

211 

211 

Horspath 

— 

2 

2 

Totals 

263 

990 

1253 

These  figures  are  included  in  the  table  on  p.  53  and  on  the  total 
number  of  inhabited  houses  (10,280)  on  p.  54  and  in  the  table  on  p.  59 
but  NOT  in  the  table  on  p.  60,  as  this  last  refers  exclusively  to  the  work 
of  the  Bullingdon  R.D. 


HUTS  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

(a)  Number  of  hutted  sites  and  number  of  occupied  huts  on  December  31st, 
1956.  (1955  figures  in  brackets.) 


Number  of  occupied 

Hut  Sites 

huts  thereon 

Hampden  Estate,  Chalgrove 

Mount  Farm  and  Field  Farm  Estates,  Dorchester-on- 

32 

(68) 

Thames 

90 

(134) 

Totals 

122 

(202) 

Part  of  the  following  hut  site  is  in  the  Rural  District  but  it  is 
administered  by  the  Local  Authority  named. 

The  Slade  Camp,  Headington  (Horspath  Parish) 

Administered  by  Oxford  Corporation  ...  ...  79  huts  (79) 
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(b)  Moveable  dwellings.  At  December  31st,  1956,  there  were  499 
caravans  in  the  R.D.,  370  of  these  being  stationed  on  57  licensed  sites 
and  129  being  on  annual  individual  licences. 

Demand  for  houses.  At  the  end  of  1956  there  were  1000  applications 
for  council  houses  outstanding.  To  replace  unfit  houses,  to  abate  over¬ 
crowding,  to  rehouse  families  living  in  huts,  and  to  meet  the  increased 
demand  for  housing  of  a  growing  population,  it  is  estimated  that 
approximately  800  houses  are  required. 

It  will  be  found  from  the  Housing  Table  on  p.  20  that  an  average  of 
95  council  houses  per  annum  have  been  erected  in  the  district  as  a  whole 
since  the  war.  In  the  last  five  years  this  average  has  risen  to  129  per 
annum. 

Housing  Act,  1949,  S.20 — Improvement  Grants 

In  1956,  132  applications  were  received  of  which  88  were  approved, 
37  rejected  and  7  were  still  under  consideration  at  31.12.1956.  Grants 
approved  during  the  year  totalled  £18,066  of  which  £15,987  had  been 
paid  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Housing  Act,  193 6— Houses  dealt  with  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act, 
1936,  and  Section  10,  Local  Government  ( Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act, 
1953. 


Parish 

Demolition 
Orders  made 
by  Council 
(S.ll,  Housing 
Act,  1936) 

Undertakings 
given  and 
accepted  by 
Council 
(S.l  1,  Housing 
Act,  1936) 

Closing  Order 
made  by  Council 
(S.10,  Local 
Government  (Misc. 
Prov.  Act,  1953) 

Aston  Rowant 

_ 

1 

- 

Chalgrove 

— 

1 

— 

Drayton  St.  Leonard 

1 

— 

— 

Lewknor 

— 

— 

1 

Towersey 

2 

— 

— 

Wheatley 

1 

— 

Totals 

3 

3 

1 

Thirteen  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year;  eleven  after  formal 
action  had  been  taken — two  each  at  Horspath,  Littlemore,  Risinghurst 
and  Sandhills,  and  Stadhampton,  and  one  each  at  Old  Marston, 
Towersey  and  Wheatley;  and  two  after  informal  action — one  each  at 
Garsington  and  Sandford-on-Thames. 

Six  houses  were  reconditioned  after  formal  action  under  the  Housing 
Act  had  been  taken;  one  house  at  Ewelme,  and  5  at  Postcombe, 
Lewknor  (these  five  houses  were  converted  to  two). 

As  a  result  of  formal  action  taken  under  the  Public  Health  Acts, 
defects  in  45  houses  were  remedied  by  owners. 

In  response  to  informal  action  taken  during  the  period,  under  the 
Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts,  360  houses  were  either  rendered  fit  or 
improved. 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 


63; 


\ 


Food  inspection  is  carried  out  during  routine  visits  to  shops  and  also 
when  requested  by  shopkeepers  to  examine  particular  articles  of  food. 
Unfit  foodstuffs  are  disposed  of  by  incineration  before  disposal  on  the 
Council’s  tips. 


Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 

Grocers  and  Provision  Merchants  and  General  Mixed  Food  Shops  ...  108 

Fruiterers  and  Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chemists  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bakehouses...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  135 

School  Canteen  Kitchens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 


Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  in  the  Area  registered  under  S.16,  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955 

Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  79 

Manufacture  of  Sausages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Manufacture  of  Sausage  and  Pickled  Meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fish  Frying  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Milk  and  Dairies  > .  i 

L  Distributors  of  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

2.  Registered  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

3.  Dealers’  Licences  issued  to  Distributors  of  Milk  trading  from 
premises  in  the  District,  authorizing  the  use  of  the  Special 
Designation: 

{a)  Pasteurized  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

(b)  Sterilized  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

(c)  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

4.  Supplementary  Dealers’  Licences  issued  to  Distributors  of  Milk  f 

trading  from  premises  outside  the  District,  authorizing  the  use  of 

the  Special  Designation: 

(a)  Pasteurized  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

( b )  Sterilized  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

( c )  Tuberculin  Tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

■Slaughterhouses  and  Knackers’  Yards 

1.  Licensed  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

2.  Licensed  Knackers’ Yards  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

-Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-54  ,  ,  i 

Licensed  Slaughtermen  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ;. .;  12 


Meat  Inspection 

During  the  year,  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  arrangements  for 
meat  inspection  in  the  district.  The  number  of  licensed  slaughterhouses 
is  unchanged  at  two,  but,  as  in  the  case  of  last  year,  practically  no  use 
has  been  made  of  them.  Meat  inspection  is  confined  to  routine  visits  to 
butchers’  shops  and  also  of  animals  slaughtered  as  casualties.  As  in 
the  case  of  other  foodstuffs,  condemned  meat  is  disposed  of  by  burning 
at  the  Council’s  tips,  the  quantity  of  meat  involved  being  usually  small. 


Meat  Inspected  and  Condemned 

Parts  2  hindquarters  Imported  Beef...  130  lb. 
Part  Lamb’s  carcase  ...  ...  ...  4J  lb. 

1  Pig’s  liver  ...  ...  ...  ...  2  1b. 

14  sets  pigs’  intestines  ...  ...  7  lb. 


Bone  Taint 
Bruised 
Cirrhosis 
Tuberculosis 
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Food  Inspected  and  Condemned 

Vegetables  and  Fruit  ... 

...  25  1b. 

15  tins 

Soup  ...  ...  ...  ... 

...  2£  lb. 

4  tins 

Milk  . 

...  4  1b. 

4  tins 

Fish  . 

...  81b. 

9  tins 

Meat 

...  92  1b. 

22  tins 

Inspection  of  Food  Premises 

During  the  year,  the  following  visits  to  Food  Premises  in  the  District 
have  been  made: 


Licensed  Premises 

•  •  ♦ 

247 

Shops  «•»  « •  * 

•  •  • 

178 

Bakehouses 

,  ,  , 

22 

Dairies  ... 

•  •  » 

9 

Restaurant  Kitchens  and  Cafes 

45 

School  Canteen  Kitchens 

19 

520 

Action  m  connection  with  Defects  at  Food  Premises 


NOTICES  SERVED 

No.  of 
Premises 

Licensed  Premises : 

Defects : 

Defective  Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences  ...  ...  ...  6 

Absence  of  Washing  Facilities  1 
Insufficient  Sinks  ...  ...  2 

Defective  Drainage  ...  ...  3 

Other  Defects  or  Decorative 
Disrepair  ...  ...  ...  5 


Shops: 

Defects : 

Absence  of  Washing  Facilities  1 1 

Insufficient  Water  Supply  ...  1 

Insufficient  Sanitary  Accom¬ 
modation  ...  ...  ...  2 

Insufficient  Sinks  ...  ...  3 

Other  Defects  or  Decorative 
Disrepair  ...  ...  ...  7 

Dairies: 

Defects: 

Decorative  Disrepair  ...  4 

Absence  of  Washing  Facilities  2 

Restaurant  Kitchens : 

Defects: 

Decorative  Disrepair  ...  4 

Absence  of  Washing  Facilities  3 


WORK  COMPLETED  AT  FOOD 
PREMISES 

No.  of 
Premises 


Major  Schemes  of  Improve¬ 
ments  ...  ...  ...  5 

New  Sanitary  Accommoda¬ 
tion  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  Bathrooms  or  Kitchens 
provided  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hot  Water  Supply  provided  6 

Mains  Water  Supply  provided  5 

Bar  ‘Wash-ups'  provided  ...  5 


Improved  Sanitary  Accom¬ 
modation  ...  ...  ...  3 

Hand  Washing  Facilities  ...  12. 

Hot  Water  Supply  provided  2 

New  Sinks  provided  ...  1 

Repairs  and  Redecoration  ...  3 


Hand  Washing  Facilities  pro¬ 
vided  ...  ...  ...  1 

New  Sinks  provided  ...  1 

Repairs  and  Redecorations  ...  1 
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Bakehouses : 

Defects : 

Absence  of  Washing  Facilities  2 
Other  defects  or  decorative 

disrepair  ...  ...  ...  2 


Improved  Sanitary  Accom¬ 
modation  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hand  Washing  Facilities  pro¬ 
vided  ...  ...  ...  1 

Repairs  and  Redecorations  ...  1 


Other  Food  Premises: 

Defects : 

Absence  of  Washing  Facilities  1 
Other  Defects  or  Decorative 
Disrepair  ...  ...  ...  1 


Food  Hygiene  Regulations 

As  shown  by  the  foregoing  tables,  a  constant  effort  has  been  main¬ 
tained  during  the  year  to  ensure  proper  hygiene  standards  in  all  food 
premises,  and  to  bring  them  to  the  standard  required  by  the  above 
Regulations.  This  work  has  again  continued  satisfactorily,  and  ex¬ 
perience  shows  that  generally  persons  engaged  in  food  handling  have  a 
reasonable  knowledge  of  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations.  To 
ensure  this,  the  Council  have  distributed  a  synopsis  of  the  Regulations 
to  all  shops  and  other  food  establishments.  Regarding  licensed  premises, 
good  progress  has  been  maintained  in  the  general  improvement  of  these 
premises,  and  the  coming  into  force  of  the  Regulations  has  meant  that 
the  provision  of  such  items  as  bar  'wash-ups’  and  hand  washing- 
facilities  has  been  speeded  up. 


Ice  Cream  ( Heat  Treatment)  Regulations,  1947-52 

The  manufacture  of  ice  cream  is  not  now  carried  on  at  any  premises 
in  the  district,  and  the  bulk  of  ice  cream  sold  is  manufactured  by  firms 
of  national  repute.  Supervision  is,  however,  maintained  of  the  storage 
of  this  commodity  in  shops. 


Educational  Activity 

No  educational  activity  has  been  initiated,  such  as  the  inauguration 
of  clean  food  guilds,  or  lectures,  as  the  area  does  not  lend  itself  to  the 
establishment  of  a  convenient  centre  for  these. 


FOOD  POISONING 

A  single  outbreak  of  95  cases  of  Food  Poisoning  occurred  during  the 
year.  For  details,  see  p.  14. 
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Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Number  of  cases  notified 


Scarlet  Fever 

Male 

6 

Female 

9 

Total 

15 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

21 

25 

46 

Measles 

148 

113 

261 

Pneumonia  ... 

12 

7 

19 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

2 

— 

2 

Encephalitis 

— 

1 

1 

Dysentery  ... 

18 

19 

37 

Food  Poisoning 

35 

60 

95 

Erysipelas  ... 

2 

2 

4 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  ... 

2 

1 

3 

(Non-paralytic) 

1 

— 

1 

Totals 

247 

237 

484 

TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Transfers  into 
the  district 

Transfers  out 
of  the  district 
and  patients 
classified  as 
recovered 

Died 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F. 

Pulmonary 

30 

19 

10 

14 

16 

14 

2 

3 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— — 

1 

3 

- - 

- — ’ 

Totals 

32 

21 

10 

14 

17 

17 

2 

3 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1948 
(a)  Inspection  of  Factories 


Premises 

Number  in 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Written 

Notices 

served 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

1 .  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  apply 

23 

25 

4 

—  ■. 

2.  Factories  in  which  Section  7 

applies 

81 

106 

5 

"t  '  > 

3.  Other  premises 

45 

50 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

149 

181 

9 

— - 
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(b)  Cases  in  ivhich  defects  were  found 


Defect 

Number 

found 

Number 

remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (Sec.  1) 

5 

2 

— 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  floors  (Sec.  6) 

1 

1 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (Sec.  7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 

— 

— ■ 

1 

Totals 

10 

5 

1 

NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

Section  47 

No  action  was  needed  under  this  Section  of  the  Act  during  the  year, 
nor  under  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act  1951. 

Section  50 

As  it  appeared  that  no  other  suitable  arrangements  had  been,  or 
were  being,  made,  arrangements  were  made  under  this  Section  of  the 
Act  for  the  burial  of  two  persons  who  were  found  dead — one  at  Drayton 
St,  Leonard  and  one  at  Watlington. 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  work  carried  out  under  this  Act 
during  the  twelve  months  ended  March  31st,  1957. 
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—  =  NIL 


Type  of  Property 

Non- Agricultural 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  &  (3) 

(5) 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

Total 

1.  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

134 

9975 

898 

11007 

500 

(Estimated) 

11507 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of: 
(a)  Notification  ... 

13 

293 

17 

323 

8 

331 

( b )  Survey  under  the  Act 

39 

423 

51 

513 

151 

664 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose)  . . . 

11 

2 

363 

376 

376 

3.  Total  inspections  car¬ 
ried  out  including  re¬ 
inspections 

160 

1260 

732 

2152 

260 

2412 

4.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect.  2) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by: 

f  Major 

(a)  Rats 

Minor 

1 

1 

1 

35 

452 

23 

510 

20 

530 

f  Major 
(b)  Mice  1 

[_  Minor 

— 

2 

— 

2 

— 

2 

4 

25 

1 

30 

1 

31 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sect.  4) 
treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

39 

478 

25 

542 

20 

562 

6.  Total  treatments  car¬ 
ried  out,  including  re¬ 
treatments 

86 

703 

35 

824 

32 

856 

7.  Number  of  notices 
served  under  Sect.  4  of 
the  Act: 

(a)  Treatment 

( b )  Structural  Work  (i.e. 
Proofing) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  following 
the  issue  of  a  notice 
under  Sect.  4  of  the 

A  pf 

ri-G  •••  ••• 

9.  Legal  Proceedings  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Number  of  ‘Block’ 
control  schemes  car¬ 
ried  out 

100 

100 
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SUMMARY  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  WORK 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4515 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  452 

Number  of  notices  served  (Informal)  .  312 

Number  of  notices  served  (Statutory)  .  36 

Number  of  Prosecutions  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  of  Defects  or  Nuisances  abated 

As  to  privies,  W.C.s,  sink  wastes,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

As  to  drains  and  cesspools  .. .  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

As  to  factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

As  to  insanitary  accumulations  or  deposits  ...  ...  ...  4 

As  to  polluted  ditches  or  streams  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

As  to  animals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

As  to  disrepair  of  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  281 

Nature  of  repairs  carried  out: 

Roofs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

External  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

Internal  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Windows  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

Doors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Floors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  66 

Grates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  118 

Staircases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Gutterings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Sinks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Ceilings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  61 

Coppers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chimney  stacks  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Decorations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Number  of  water  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  89 

Number  of  houses  disinfected  .  7 

Number  of  houses  disinfested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


70 


HENLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


HENLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

(1)  PARISHES 


Parish 

Area 

(Acres) 

Estimated 

Population 

(1956) 

Civilian 
Dwellings 
(Inc.  Huts 
and 

Caravans) 

J3ix 

2469 

460 

160 

Checkendon  ... 

2567 

850 

141 

Crowmarsh 

4252 

990 

275 

Eye  and  Dunsden  ...  . 

3348 

1600 

493 

Goring 

2356 

2000 

597 

Goring  Heath 

2851 

960 

285 

Harpsden 

2173 

350 

132 

Highmoor 

1304 

460 

116 

Ipsden 

2214 

300 

93 

Kidmore  End... 

2553 

1420 

463 

Mapledurham 

3068 

1530 

532 

Nettlebed 

1527 

700 

218 

Nuffield 

2138 

500 

81 

Pishill  with  Stonor  ... 

2612 

370 

109 

Rotherfield  Greys 

2096 

380 

117 

Rotherfield  Peppard 

1760 

1340 

337 

Shiplake 

2375 

1630 

393 

Sonning  Common 

910 

2200 

510 

South  Stoke  ... 

1890 

450 

132 

Stoke  Row 

1737 

550 

183 

Swyncombe  ... 

3595 

380 

109 

Whitchurch  ... 

1323 

400 

205 

Woodcote 

2179 

780 

267 

Totals 

53297 

20600 

5948 

(2)  SUMMARY  OF  PRINCIPAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  Acres 
Population: 

R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.55)  Home  Population 
R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.56)  Home  Population 
Census  (1951) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  (1955)  ... 

(1956) . 

Rateable  Value 
Product  of  a  Penny  Rate 


...  53297 

...  20450 
...  20600 
...  19979 
. . .  5827 

...  5948 

£207,982 
...  /835 


Social  Conditions  and  Occupations 

The  district  is  mainly  agricultural  and  residential.  There  are  a  few 
light  industries,  such  as  instrument-making  and  coach-building,  and 
also  a  number  of  saw  mills.  The  bulk  of  the  occupied  population  is 
therefore  employed  in  agriculture,  forestry,  saw  mills,  quarrying,, 
building  construction  and  light  industry. 
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Extracts  from  the  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 


Births 

Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Live  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

Henley  R.D. 

Legitimate 

...  164 

154 

318 

15.4 

Illegitimate 

4 

6 

10 

0.5 

Total 

...  168 

160 

328 

15.9  15.9 

England  and  Wales  . . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

15.7 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Still  Birth  Rate 
(per  1 000  total 
births) 

Henley  R.D. 

Legitimate 

...  3 

1 

4 

12.4 

Illegitimate 

#  #  - 

— 

— ■ 

Nil 

Total 

...  3 

1 

4 

12.1 

England  and  Wales  . . . 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 

Deaths 

23.0 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Death  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

Henley  R.D. 

...  110 

110 

220 

10.7  10.7 

England  and  Wales  . . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

11.7 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


As  a  per- 

Order  of 

Male 

Female 

Persons 

centage  of 

fre- 

the  total 

quency 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

3 

1.365 

=  15 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

1 

1 

.455 

=  20 

3. 

Syphilitic  diseases 

4. 

Diphtheria 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

8. 

Measles 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases 

1 

1 

.455 

=  20 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

1 

8 

9] 

4.0950 

8 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 
bronchus 

5 

1 

6 

«  <2 

2.730 

9 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

2 

2 

W  g 

l  u  o  33 

.910 

>15.015 

=  18 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

r  Jgr  «4-»  ^ 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymph- 
actic  neoplasm 

8 

7 

15 

o 

6.825 

6 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

1 

1 

.455 

=  20 

16. 

Diabetes 

17. 

Vascular  lesion  of  nervous 

W- 

system 

18 

16 

34 1 

<  O 

15.470' 

\ 

1 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

19 

14 

33 

fcM  £ 

15.015 

2 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  dis- 

y  3  104 

147.320 

ease 

1 

4 

5 

2.275 

11 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

12 

20 

32  „ 

si 

14.560 

Ji 

3 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  ... 

12 

7 

19 

W  S3 

8.645 

=  4 

22. 

Influenza 

2 

2 

.910 

=  18 

23. 

Pneumonia 

6 

6 

m 

M 

5.460' 

\ 

7 

24. 

25. 

Bronchitis 

Other  disease  of  respiratory 
system 

5 

1 

6 

J 

CHEST 

diseas: 

eluding  1 

* 

00 

2.730 

>8.190 

=  9 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo¬ 
denum 

1 

1 

X 

<D 

.455 

-  20 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diar¬ 
rhoea  ... 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

2 

4 

1.820 

=  12 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

3 

1.365 

=  15 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor¬ 
tion 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

1 

1 

.455 

-  20 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases 

8 

11 

19 

8.645 

=  4 

33. 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

3 

1.365 

=  15 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

4 

4 

1.820 

-  12 

35. 

Suicide 

3 

1 

4 

1.820 

=  12 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of 

war 

All  Causes  ... 

110 

110 

220 

(*155) 

100 

(*70.5) 

*  Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 


Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  during  the  year.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  0.56  maternal 
deaths  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 
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Infant  Mortality 
Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


Males 

Females 

Persons 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  (per  1000 
live  births) 

Henley  R.D. 

Legitimate 

3 

4 

7 

22.0 

Illegitimate 

. . .  — 

— 

— 

Nil 

Total 

3 

4 

7 

21.3 

England  and  Wales  ... 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 

23.8* 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  of  age. 

• 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Neo-Natal  Mor¬ 
tality  Rate  (per 
1 000  live  births) 

Henley  R.D. 

Legitimate 

...  3 

3 

6 

18.9 

Illegitimate 

•  •  • 

— 

— 

Nil 

Total 

...  3 

3 

6 

18.3 

England  and  Wales ...  ...  ...  ...  16.9* 

(provisional  figure) 


Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Work.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  R.  L.  Vollum. 

As  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  Battle  Hospital,  Reading, 
is  nearer  to  Henley  than  the  Oxford  Laboratory,  some  practitioners 
prefer  to  send  their  specimens  there,  where  they  are  examined  by  Dr. 
Wood. 


Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

W ater  Supply.  The  District  over  most  of  its  area  has  continued  to  be 
supplied  quite  adequately  by  the  South  Oxfordshire  Water  Company 
and  smaller  areas  by  the  Henley  W ater  Company  and  Reading  Corpor¬ 
ation.  Over  90  per  cent  of  all  properties  have  a  piped  mains  supply. 

The  construction  of  the  covered  concrete  service  reservoir  of 
million  gallons  at  Kiln  Lane,  Emmer  Green,  by  Reading  Corporation 
has  proceeded  and  its  construction  is  now  well  advanced. 

(*  per  1000  related  live  births,  i.e.  births  occurring,  not  during  the  calendar 
year  1956  but  during  the  twelve  months  in  which  the  babies  who  died  were 
themselves  born.) 
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The  question  of  amalgamation  of  water  undertakings  serving  the 
District  and  South  Oxfordshire  has  received  further  consideration,  and 
negotiations  by  the  County  Council  and  other  authorities  and  under¬ 
takings  concerned  have  continued. 


SAMPLING 

During  the  year  34  samples  of  water  were  examined  bacteriologicaily. 
The  results  of  these  examinations  are  as  follows: 


Main  Water  Supply  Well  Water  Supply 

Ministry  of  Health  Classification  (including  piped  into  house) 


Class  1 
Highly 
Satisfactory 

Class  2 
Satis¬ 
factory 

Class  3 
Sus¬ 
picious 

Class  4 
Unsatis¬ 
factory 

Satisfac¬ 

tory 

Slightly 

Con¬ 

taminated 

Grossly 

Con¬ 

taminated 

2 

— - 

— ■ 

- — 

22 

6 

4 

Sewage  Disposal.  Of  the  5948  dwellings  in  the  R.D.  14.2  per  cent  are 
now  connected  to  public  sewers,  71.0  per  cent  to  soakaways,  cesspools 
or  septic  tanks  of  varying  efficiency,  and  as  many  as  14.8  per  cent  are 
quoted  as  having  no  drainage  at  all. 


New  Sewerage  Works 

Goring.  Stage  2  of  this  sewerage  scheme,  serving  the  central  con¬ 
gested  areas  of  Goring,  is  now  virtually  completed. 

Owners  are  being  encouraged  to  connect,  and  the  Council  is  prepared 
to  give  assistance  where  financial  hardship  is  involved  by  way  of  short 
term  loans. 

Nettlebed.  The  sewerage  scheme  for  Nettlebed  is  now  complete,  and 
a  number  of  connections  have  already  been  made. 

Whitchurch.  A  scheme  for  the  sewerage  of  Whitchurch  is  now  before 
the  Ministry  awaiting  approval. 


Section  D 
HOUSING 

Rural  Housing  Survey 

During  1956  the  parish  of  Nettlebed  was  resurveyed.  Of  the  146 
pre-war  houses  in  the  parish  of  under  £20  rateable  value,  68  were  placed 
in  Category  1  (Satisfactory  in  all  respects),  18  in  Category  2  (Minor 
•defects),  56  in  Category  3  (Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or 
improvement  and  4  in  Category  4  (Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond 
repair  at  reasonable  expense. 


SUMMARY  OF  POST-WAR  PROVISION  OF  NEW  HOUSES  (1946-56) 
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Definition  of  Types : 

1.  Traditional  two-bedroom,  non-parlour.  5.  Traditional  bungalows. 

2.  Traditional  three-bedroom,  parlour.  6.  Traditional  four-bedroom  houses. 

3.  Traditional  three-bedroom,  non-parlour.  7.  Traditional  one-bedroom  flats. 

4.  Pre-fab  three-bedroom  (Unity  and  Airey  Houses).  8.  Traditional  two-bedroom  flats. 
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HUTS  AND  MOVEABLE 

DWELLINGS 

Number  of  occupied 

Hut  Sites 

huts  thereon 

Kingwood  Camp,  Peppard  ... 

23 

Whitchurch  Camp 

44 

Tanner's  Farm  Camp 

5 

Total  ... 

72 

A  total  of  31  huts  less  were  in  use  at  31.12.56  (72)  compared  with 
31.12.55  (103),  demolitions  being  effected  at  Kingwood,  Tanner’s  Farm 
and  Whitchurch  Camp. 

CARAVANS 

The  R.D.  have  licensed  four  caravan  sites,  as  follows. 

(1)  Harvey’s  Nurseries,  Emmer  Green,  for  75  caravans. 

(2)  Swiss  Farm,  Henley,  for  26  caravans.  (For  holiday  use  only.) 

(3)  Peppard  Chest  Hospital,  for  15  caravans. 

(4)  The  Coach  and  Horses’,  Binfield  Heath,  for  5  caravans. 

These  allocations  have  been  fully  taken  up,  giving  a  total  of  121  vans. 

In  addition  to  the  above  licensed  sites,  the  council  have  issued  119 
individual  licences  for  caravans,  renewable  annually  as  long  as  they 
prove  satisfactory  and  equally  terminable  where  they  prove  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

The  R.D.  has  thus  a  total  of  240  caravans  licensed  for  human 
occupation,  and  under  its  constant  supervision. 

TOTAL  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  (huts  plus  caravans)  ...  312 

OVERCROWDING  AND  THE  DEMAND  FOR  NEW  HOUSING 

There  are  84  families  known  to  be  without  separate  homes  and  in 
addition  other  cases  are  known  in  which  families  are  occupying  accom¬ 
modation  too  small  for  them. 

At  the  end  of  1956  there  were  299  applications  for  Council  Houses 
outstanding.  84  of  them  were  from  the  people  without  separate  homes, 
and  40  from  occupants  of  huts  converted  by  the  council  into  living 
accommodation . 

INSPECTIONS  MADE,  NOTICES  SERVED  AND  ORDERS  MADE 


Under  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936 

Under  the  Housing 
Act,  1936 

Inspections  made 

Notices  served 

1320 

865 

Informal 

52 

34 

Statutory 

Orders  made 

10 

18 

Closing  Orders  ... 

— 

— 

Demolition  Orders 

— 

3 

Undertakings  not  to  relet 

— 

16 
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FOOD  INSPECTION 
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No  slaughtering  has  taken  place  at  either  of  the  two  licensed  slaughter¬ 
houses  in  the  district  but  there  is  occasional  slaughtering  of  cottagers’ 
pigs.  Inspection  of  meat  and  meat  products  is  carried  out  at  the  six 
butchers’  shops  during  the  course  of  routine  visits. 


FOOD  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 

(a)  Meat 

4  tins  corned  beef 
14  tins  beef  steak 
3  tins  luncheon  meat 
1  tin  lambs  tongue 

(b)  Miscellaneous 

42  tins  fruit,  etc.  ... 

New  potatoes 


17  lb. 
14  lb. 
5  lb. 
12  oz. 


92  lb. 

6  cwt. 


All  this  food  was  disposed  of  by  burying  on  the  Council’s  refuse  tip. 


FOOD  HYGIENE 

Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  in  the  District 
Hotels  and  Clubs  ... 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Factory  Canteens 
School  Kitchens 
Bakehouses 

Licensed  premises  (excluding  hotels  and  clubs) 
Butchers’  Shops 

Grocers,  Greengrocers  and  sweet  shops 
Miller 


14 

3 

3 

17 

7 

62 

6 

54 

1 


Food  Premises  Registered  under  Section  16,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Sale  of  ice  cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Manufacture  of  preserved  meat  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations 

There  are  four  registered  distributors  of  milk  with  dairy  premises 
(other  than  farms)  within  the  rural  district. 

The  following  dealers  and  supplementary  licences  are  now  in  force 
under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations: 

(a)  Dealers  Licences  granted  for  T.T.  Milk  ...  ...  ...  5 

(b)  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Pasteurized  Milk  ...  ...  6 

(c)  Supplementary  ,,  ,,  T.T.  Milk  ...  ...  ...  6 

(d)  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  Pasteurized  Milk  ...  ...  6 


Inspections 

During  the  year  178  inspections  have  been  made  to  secure  compliance 
with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 
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The  following  matters  required  attention: 


Reg. 


9  9 


6. 

8. 

14. 


>  f 

9  9 


15. 

16. 


9  9 

y  9 

9  9 

9  9 

9  9 


18. 

19. 

20. 
21. 
23. 


Defective  equipment  to  be  replaced . 

Food  to  be  protected  from  risk  of  contamination  ... 

(a)  Sanitary  convenience  to  be  repaired 

(b)  Sanitary  convenience  not  to  communicate  directly 

with  food  room 

Water  supply  to  be  provided  ... 

(а)  Wash-hand-basins  to  be  provided 

(б)  Hot  water  supply  to  be  provided  . 

Accommodation  for  staff  clothing,  etc.,  to  be  provided 
Sinks  to  be  provided 

Lighting  to  be  improved 
Ventilation  to  be  improved 

(a)  Walls  and  ceilings  to  be  repaired  or  redecorated  ... 

(b)  Floors  to  be  repaired 


1 

2 

1 

3 

3 
28 
13 

7 

6 

2 

4 
7 
2 


ICE  CREAM 

59  premises  are  registered  for  the  sale  and  storage  of  ice  cream  and 
one  for  its  sale  and  manufacture. 

The  following  samples  were  taken  during  the  course  of  the  year: 


Grade 

One 

Two 

Three 

Four 

All 

Grades 

No.  of  samples 

6 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

6 

Percentage  (approx.)  ... 

100 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

100 

Retailers  are  notified  of  the  result  of  samples  taken  and  in  the  case  of 
poor  results  the  authority,  in  whose  area  the  ice  cream  was  manufac¬ 
tured,  is  also  notified. 

FOOD  POISONING.  No  case  was  notified  during  the  year. 


Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 


Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  other  than  Pulmonary  T uberculosis 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough  ... 

Measles 
Pneumonia  ... 

Poliomyelitis  (non-paralytic) 
Dysentery  ... 

Erysipelas  ... 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 
Meningococcal  Infection  . . . 
Encephalitis  (post-infectious) 
Malaria  (induced)  ... 

Totals 


Number  of  cases  notified 

Male 

Female 

Total 

5 

13 

18 

7 

10 

17 

16 

10 

26 

18 

20 

38 

1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

49 


62 


111 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Transfers  into 
the  district 

Transfers  out 
of  the  district 
and  patients 
classified  as 
recovered 

Died 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pulmonary 

9 

11 

7 

18 

12 

17 

3 

— 

Non-Pulmonary  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

10 

11 

7 

18 

12 

18 

4 

— 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1948 

(a)  Inspections  of  Factories 


Number  in 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

made 

Written 

Notices 

served 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  apply 

2 

2 

2.  Factories  in  which  Section  7 
applies 

32 

32 

3 

3.  Other  premises 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

34 

34 

3 

— 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Defect 

Number 

found 

Number 

remedied 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

1.  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

2 

2 

2.  Want  of  Cleanliness 

— 

— 

— 

Temperature  unsatisfactory 

1 

1 

— 

Totals 

3 

3 

• — 

SUMMARY  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  WORK 

IN  THE  YEAR  1956 


Number  of  complaints  received  ... 
Number  of  notices  served  (informal) 
Number  of  notices  served  (statutory) 
Number  of  prosecutions  . 


175 

86 

28 

1 
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NUMBER  OF  INSPECTIONS  MADE 

Housing — surveys  and  disrepair 

710 

Public  cleansing 

•  ••  , » *  ••• 

485 

Food  hygiene  (incl.  178  under  Food  Hygiene 

Regulations  1955) 

350 

Caravans  and  moveable  dwellings 

•••  •••  ••• 

185 

Factories  and  work-shops 

•  i  »  •••  ••• 

34 

Dairies  and  milk-shops 

...  ...  .  .  . 

25 

Shops  Acts 

•••  •••  .  .  . 

28 

Water  supplies  ... 

. . .  ...  .  •  . 

50 

Water  samples  taken  for  analysis 

•••  •••  ••• 

34 

Infectious  disease  cases 

20 

Drainage  and  cesspools 

•  ••  .  .  .  ... 

375 

Public  Health  nuisances 

. . .  .  .  ,  .  .  . 

365 

Ice  cream  premises 

•••  •••  ••• 

55 

Re-visits  to  premises  under  notice 

... 

420 

Total: 

3136 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS  OR  NUISANCES  ABATED 

As  to  Accumulation  and  deposits  ... 

As  to  Privies,  W.C.s,  Sink  Wastes,  etc.  ... 

As  to  Drains  and  cesspools 
As  to  Pigs  and  other  animals 
Number  of  premises  disinfected  ... 

Number  of  premises  disinfested 
Number  of  conservancy  closets  replaced  by  W.C.s 
Number  of  wells  closed  and  main  water  provided 
Housing  Repairs: 

Remedying  dampness 
Roof  repairs 
Guttering  ... 

Floors 


9 

10 

42 

5 

6 

95 

15 

28 

37 

21 

24 


RODENT  CONTROL 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT  1949 

The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  work  carried  on  in  the  twelve- 
monthly  period  ended  March  31st,  1957. 
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—  -  NIL 


Type  of  Property 

Non- Agricultural 

(5) 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

(6) 

Total 

(1) 

Local 

Authority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(including 

Council 

Houses) 

(3) 

All  Other 
(including 
Business 
Premises) 

(4) 

Total  of 
Cols.  (1), 
(2)  &  (3) 

1.  Number  of  properties 
in  Local  Authority’s 
District 

10 

5636 

275 

5921 

410 

6331 

2.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result  of: 

(a)  Notification  ... 

( b )  Survey  under  the  Act 

(c)  Otherwise  (e.g.  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose)  . . . 

.  . 

270 

20 

290 

4 

294 

35 

400 

115 

550 

219 

769 

50 

550 

75 

675 

10 

685 

3.  Total  inspections  car¬ 
ried  out  including  re¬ 
inspections 

128 

1220 

214 

1562 

223 

1785 

4.  Number  of  properties 
inspected  infested  by: 

C  Major 
(a)  Rats  -j 

(  Minor 

1 

_ 

- 

1 

_ 

1 

1 

377 

39 

417 

5 

422 

(b)  Mice  « 

Major 

w  Minor 

2 

24 

3 

29 

5 

34 

4 

34 

5 

43 

5 

48 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (in  Sect.  4) 
treated  by  the  L.A.  ... 

8 

435 

47 

490 

5 

495 

6.  Total  treatments  car¬ 
ried  out  including  re¬ 
treatments 

10 

445 

52 

507 

5 

512 

7.  Number  of  Sect.  4 
notices  served 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

'v 

►  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken 

_ 

.... 

_ _ 

9.  Legal  Proceedings  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

10.  Block  control  scheme 

— 

4 

1 

— 

4 

— 

4 

j 
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Section  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

(1)  PARISHES 


Parish 

Area 

(Acres) 

Estimated 

Home 

Population 

Mid-1956 

1st  April 
1957 
Civilian 
Dwellings 
(including 
Caravans 
and  Married 
Quarters) 
on  rate  book 

Ambrosden 

1515 

2976 

246 

Ardley 

1493 

412 

95 

Arncott 

1700 

3443 

54 

Begbroke 

602 

512 

118 

Blackthorn 

2085 

541 

117 

Bletchingdon  ... 

2654 

664 

177 

Bucknell 

2152 

334 

81 

Caversfield 

1131 

851 

147 

Charlton-on-Otmoor 

822 

311 

83 

Chesterton 

3325 

575 

140 

Cottesford 

1702 

176 

47 

Fencott  and  Murcott 

3333 

169 

45 

Finmere 

1570 

330 

88 

Fringford 

1460 

499 

133 

Fritwell 

1743 

532 

142 

Codington 

1019 

52 

14 

Gosford  and  Water  Eaton  ... 

2360 

566 

150 

Hampton  Gay  and  Poyle 

1521 

142 

38 

Hardwick-with-Tusmore 

1124 

86 

23 

Hethe  ... 

1425 

424 

113 

Horton-cum-Studlev 

2236 

297 

70 

Islip 

2009 

746 

199 

Kidlington 

2162 

7279 

1936 

Kirtlington 

3582 

742 

198 

Launton 

2818 

671 

179 

Lower  Heyford 

1765 

525 

140 

Merton 

1932 

187 

50 

Middleton  Stoney 

1853 

244 

65 

Mixbury 

2449 

251 

67 

Newton  Purcell- with-Shelswell 

1424 

142 

38 

Noke  ... 

794 

105 

28 

Oddington 

1363 

109 

29 

Piddington 

2354 

670 

143 

Shipton-on-Cherwell  and  Thrupp  ... 

1724 

447 

114 

Somerton 

1977 

266 

71 

Souldern 

1496 

525 

140 

Stoke  Lyne 

3901 

270 

72 

Stratton  Audley 

2308 

341 

91 

Upper  Heyford 

1628 

827 

210 

Wendlebury  ... 

1154 

195 

52 

Weston-on-the-Green 

2483 

429 

101 

Yarnton 

1762 

1127 

290 

Totals 

79910 

29990 

6334 
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(2)  SUMMARY  OF  PRINCIPAL  STATISTICS 

Area  in  Acres  ... 

Population:  (Home) 

R.G/s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.55) 

R.G.’s  Mid-year  Estimate  (30.6.56) 

Census  (April  1951) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Dwellings  (1956) 

(1.4.57)  . 

Rateable  value  (1.4.57) 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (1.4.57) 


79910 

29020 

29990 

24203 

6250 

6334 

7354,036 

71375 


Social  Conditions  and  Occupations 

The  main  occupation  of  the  district  is  agriculture.  There  is  no  major 
industry  but  many  people  travel  daily  into  Oxford  to  work,  particularly 
at  Morris  Motors  and  the  Pressed  Steel  Company.  The  largest  single 
employer  of  labour  in  the  district  is  the  Base  Ordnance  Depot  at 
Arncott.  There  are  also  a  cement  works  and  a  bacon  factory. 


Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year 


Births 

Live  Births 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Live  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

Ploughley 

Legitimate  . . .  235 

245 

480 

16.0 

Illegitimate  ...  17 

7 

24 

0.8 

Totals  ...  252 

252 

504 

16.8  22.9 

England  and  Wales 

... 

15.7 

Still  Births 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Still  Birth  Rate 
(per  1000  total 
births) 

Ploughley 

Legitimate  ...  5 

— 

5 

10.3 

Illegitimate  ...  1 

— 

1 

40.0 

Totals  ...  6 

— 

6 

11.8 

England  and  Wales 

Deaths 

23.0 

Deaths  from  all  Causes 

Males 

Females 

) 

Persons 

Death  Rate 
(per  1000  of  the 
home  population) 
Crude  Corrected 

Ploughley  ...  100 

73 

173 

5.8  9.1 

England  and  Wales  ... 

...  ... 

.  .  . 

11.7 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  AS  CLASSIFIED  BY  THE  REGISTRAR  GENERAL 


Male 


Female 


Persons 


As  a  per¬ 
centage  of 
the  total 


Order  of 
fre¬ 
quency 


1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

2 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  ... 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

5. 

Whooping  Cough 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ... 

8. 

Measles 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 

diseases 

1 

1 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

2 

21 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 

bronchus 

2 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

3 

3 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

1 

i  r 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymph- 

atic  neoplasm 

9 

4 

13 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

3 

3 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

1 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous 

system 

13 

14 

27 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

18 

10 

28 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  dis- 

> 

ease 

2 

2 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  ... 

12 

5 

17 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

5 

4 

9 

22. 

Influenza 

1 

1 

23. 

Pneumonia 

4 

4 

81 

24. 

Bronchitis 

3 

4 

7  t 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory 

r 

system 

1 

1J 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duo- 

denum 

4 

1 

5 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis,  and  diar- 

rhoea  ... 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

1 

1 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abor- 

tion 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  ... 

2 

3 

5 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 

diseases 

11 

11 

22 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

4 

4 

34. 

All  other  accidents  ... 

2 

1 

3 

35. 

Suicide 

1 

2 

3 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of 

war 

All  Causes  . 

100 

73 

173 

1.16 

.58 
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24 


74 


16 


.58 

1.16^ 

1.16 

1.74 

.58 

7.54 

1.74 

.58" 

15.66  ^ 
16.24 


13.9 


>42.9 


1.16 
9.86 
5.22" 
.58 
4.64  A 
4.06  I 

.58  J 

2.90 


9.2 


.58 

.58 


2.90 

12.76 

2.32 

1.74 

1.74 


(*114) 


100 


(*66) 


=  16 


=  20 


=  20 
=  16 

=  16 
-  12 
-  20 

5 

=  12 
-  20 

2 

1 

=  16 

4 

6 

-  20 

7 

8 

=  20 

=  9 


=  20 
=  20 


=  9 

3 

11 

=  12 

=  12 


*  Cancer,  heart  disease  and  chest  disease  combined. 


Maternal  Mortality 

There  were  no  deaths  from  puerperal  causes  during  the  year.  In 
England  and  Wales  the  maternal  mortality  rate  was  0.56  maternal 
deaths  per  1000  total  (live  and  still)  births. 
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Infant  Mortality 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 


Ploughley 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Infant  Mortality 
Rate  (per  1 000 
live  births) 

Legitimate 

5 

5 

10 

20.8 

Illegitimate  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Total 

5 

5 

10 

19.8 

England  and  Wales 

... 

. 

. . . 

23.8* 

Neo-Natal  Mortality 

Deaths  of  infants  under  four  weeks  of  age. 

Ploughley 

Males 

Females 

Persons 

Neo-Natal  Mor¬ 
tality  Rate  (per 
1000  live  births) 

Legitimate  . . . 

4 

4 

8 

16.7 

Illegitimate  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Total 

4 

4 

8 

15.9 

England  and  Wales 

... 

. 

. . . 

16.9* 

/Pro  visional  \ 

\  Figure  ) 

Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 

FOR  THE  AREA 

Laboratory  Work.  This  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Labora¬ 
tory,  Walton  Street,  Oxford,  under  the  supervision  of  Dr.  R.  L.  Vollum. 


Section  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply.  The  Council  has  almost  completed  its  scheme  for 
providing  main  water  to  each  Parish  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  only 
one  village  had  to  be  dealt  with.  It  is  hoped  that  early  in  1957  this  one 
remaining  village  (Tusmore)  will  have  an  extension  of  the  main  from 
Hethe. 

This  is  a  good  record  and  one  that  reflects  great  credit  on  the  Council 
and  its  Officers.  The  existing  schemes  have  been  planned  so  that  they 
can  form  part  of  a  larger  undertaking  if  need  be. 

On  April  1st,  1957,  of  the  6334  occupied  dwellings  (which  include  mar¬ 
ried  quarters  and  caravans)  5712  had  a  piped  main  water  supply  (5697 
direct  into  the  house  and  1 5  to  a  stand  pipe)  and  622  were  dependent  upon 

(*  per  1000  related  live  births,  i.e.  births  occurring,  not  during  the  calendar  year 
1956  but  during  the  twelve  months  in  which  the  babies  who  died  were  themselves 
born.) 
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wells,  the  water  in  586  cases  being  piped  into  the  house.  420  houses 
were  connected  to  a  main  water  supply  during  the  year. 

During  the  year  128  specimens  of  water  were  examined.  The  results 
of  these  examinations  are  given  below. 


Main  Water  Supply  Well  Water  Supply 

Ministry  of  Health  Classification  (including  piped  into  house) 


Class  1 
Highly 
Satisfactory 

Class  2 
Satis¬ 
factory 

Class  3 
Sus¬ 
picious 

Class  4 
Unsatis¬ 
factory 

Satisfac¬ 

tory 

Slightly 

Con¬ 

taminated 

Grossly 

Con¬ 

taminated 

49 

7 

5 

12 

18 

15 

22 

Per  cent:  67 

10 

7 

16 

33 

27 

40 

Three  samples  taken  from  main  supplies  after  the  laying  of  the  mains 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  but  before  the  water  was  allowed  to  be 
used,  further  samples  were  obtained  and  proved  satisfactory. 


Water  and  Sewer  Connections'. 

The  table  below  shows  the  number  of  old  and  new  Premises  con¬ 
nected  to  a  main  water  supply,  and  the  Council’s  sewer  during  the  year. 
These  figures  do  not  include  military  establishments: 


Parish 

Main  water 
supply 

Council’ s 

sewer 

Ambrosden  ... 

13 

1 

Ardley 

4 

— 

Arncott 

— 

— 

Begbroke 

6 

— 

Blackthorn 

o 

O 

— 

Bletchingdon. . . 

2 

- — 

Bucknell 

4 

1 

Charlton-on-Otmoor 

1 

— — 

Chesterton 

13 

— 

Cottesford 

12 

— 

Fencott  and  Murcott 

6 

— - 

Finmere 

3 

5 

Fringford 

4 

• — 

Fritwell 

28 

12 

Gosford  and  Water  Eaton 

6 

13 

Hampton  Gay  and  Poyle 

1 

— 

Hethe 

2 

— 

Islip  ... 

9 

... 

5 

Kidlington 

152 

165 

Kirtlington  ... 

1 

— 

Launton 

2 

1 

Lower  Heyford 

8 

1 

Merton 

13 

— 

Mixbury 

38 

— 

Newton  Purcell 

2 

•  •  •  j—i 

— 

Noke  ... 

1 

— 

Oddington 

1 

— 

Piddington  ... 

1 

— 

Shipton-on-Cherwell 

. . .  — 

— 

Somerton 

8 

— 
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Souldern 
Stoke  Lyne  ... 
Stratton  Audley 
Upper  Heyford 
Wendlebury  ... 
Weston-on- the-Green 
Y  arnton 


6 

10  4 

19  6 

7  2 

17  — 

9  — 

15  8 

420  224 


New  Works.  At  Ambrosden,  Arncott,  Blackthorn  and  Merton,  the 
W.D.  have  agreed  to  accept  sewage  into  the  military  system;  the 
Bletchingdon,  Kirtlington  and  Souldern  schemes  have  been  prepared; 
the  Islip  extension  has  been  constructed  and  the  Fritwell  and  Yarnton 
schemes  are  under  construction. 

Section  D 

HOUSING 

During  1956 


Houses  Erected  by 


Local  Authorit}^ 


Private 

Enter¬ 

prise 


Parish 


Num¬ 

ber 


Analysis  by  Type* 


1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

Number 

Ambrosden 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1 

Begbroke 

— 

— - 

- — - 

— 

— 

• — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

Fencott  &  Murcott 

— 

- - 

■ — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Finmere  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- - 

1 

Fritwell  ... 

Gosford  &  Water 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

8 

— 

■ - - 

Eaton  ... 
Horton-cum- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Studley 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

— 

■ — - 

— 

— - 

1 

Islip 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Kidlington 

57 

— - 

2 

• — - 

— 

— • 

• — - 

19 

34 

2 

208 

Kirtlington 

— 

— - 

— - 

— - 

— 

— - 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Lower  Heyford  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — • 

- — 

— ■ 

1 

Middleton  Stoney 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Noke 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Piddington 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — - 

- — - 

2 

Stoke  Lyne 

— 

- — - 

- — ■ 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

Stratton  Audley... 

6 

4 

2 

— 

— 

— 

- — - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Wendlebury 

2 

— 

2 

Yarnton  ... 

8 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — • 

5 

Totals  ... 

85 

8 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

23 

42 

2 

262 

*  Definitions  of  Types: 

1.  Traditional  two-bedroom,  non-parlour. 

2.  Traditional  three-bedroom,  parlour. 

3.  Traditional  three-bedroom,  non-parlour. 

4.  Pre-fab,  three-bedroom,  parlour  (Airey  houses). 

5.  Traditional  bungalows. 

6.  Non-traditional  bungalows. 

7.  Non-traditional  two-bedroom. 

8.  Non-traditional  three-bedroom. 

9.  Traditional  one-bedroom  flats. 
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HUTS  AND  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

Number  of  hut  sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  occupied  huts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  caravan  sites  licensed  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Number  of  licences  issued  to  station  caravans  ...  ...  91 

Overcrowding  and  the  demand  for  new  housing .  There  appears  to  be 
little  overcrowding  by  the  standards  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936,  but 
these  are  very  low  and  many  families  are  obliged  to  live  and  to  sleep 
in  inadequate  accommodation. 

At  the  end  of  1956  there  were  166  applications  for  Council  houses 
outstanding. 


HOUSING 

The  work  of  the  clearance  or  reconstruction  of  unfit  property  in  the 
District  is  practically  at  an  end  but  unless  something  is  done  to  the 
'border-line'  cases,  it  may  be  that  drastic  action  will  have  to  be  taken. 
Every  consideration  should  be  given  by  property  owners  to  apply  for 
Improvement  Grants  so  as  to  assist  them  in  bringing  property  up  to  a 
decent  standard  and  give  satisfaction  to  the  occupier  and  a  reasonable 
return  to  the  owner. 

During  the  eight  years  1949-56,  280  Demolition  Orders  have  been 
served,  90  Undertakings  to  make  premises  fit  and  56  Undertakings 
not  to  use  for  human  habitation  have  been  accepted,  126  premises 
have  been  demolished,  and  91  premises  have  been  made  fit. 


HOUSING  ACT,  1949  and  1952,  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 

Number  of  applications  received  ...  ...  ...  78 

Number  of  applications  approved  by  L. A.  ...  ...  73 

Number  of  applications  withdrawn  or  rejected  by  L.A.  3 

Number  of  applications  under  consideration  ...  ...  2 

The  figures  given  above  again  show  an  increased  number  of  applica¬ 
tions,  and  applications  received  during  the  beginning  of  1957  are 
encouraging. 


Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  year: 

1.  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  Housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  786 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  3010 

2.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub-heading 

1  above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1936  ...  ...  ...  342 

Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  713 

3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a  state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to 

under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  421 
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Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal  Notice : 
Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  of 
its  Officers 


222 


Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

(A)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  1 6  of  the  Housing  Act , 

1936: 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 
service  of  formal  notice: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  1 

(B)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices 
were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  repaired  ...  ...  32 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were  reme¬ 
died  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  6 


(C)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of 
Clearance  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(D)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  — 

(E)  Proceedings  under  Sections  10  and  11  of  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  (Miscellaneous  Provisions)  Act,  1953: 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding’. 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 
Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  the 

CcLI*  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year  — 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  cases  in  which  dwelling-houses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  had  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  — 
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Section  E 

FOOD  INSPECTION 

There  are  six  general  slaughterhouses,  a  bacon  factory  and  a  knacker’s 
yard  in  the  District.  To  give  full  protection  to  the  public,  a  100  per 
cent  inspection  of  all  animals  intended  for  human  consumption  is  made. 
Reference  must  once  again  be  made  to  the  slaughtering  which  takes 
place  in  the  late  evenings  and  at  week-ends.  Whilst  this  may  be 
unavoidable  in  some  instances,  it  is  most  inconvenient  to  the  Meat 
Inspectors  who  are  called  upon  to  travel  long  distances  at  these  times. 
The  legislation  promised  some  considerable  time  ago  to  regulate  the 
hours  of  slaughtering  has  not  yet  materialized  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  some  definite  action  will  take  place  before  long. 

I  would  draw  attention  to  the  percentages  of  pigs  killed,  mainly  at 
the  Kidlington  Bacon  Factory,  which  have  been  affected  with 
Tuberculosis: 


Year 

No.  of  Pigs 
slaughtered 

No.  of  whole 

carcases 

condemned 

No.  of  Pigs — 
Parts  of 

carcases  or 
organs 
condemned 

Percentage 
of  all  pigs 
inspected 
affected 

1951 

34556 

18 

3802 

11.05 

1952 

49493 

42 

5156 

10.50 

1953 

48823 

.32 

5143 

10.59 

1954 

45927 

18 

4546 

9.90 

1955 

35577 

6 

3189 

9.00 

1956 

29313 

2 

1569 

5.30 

It  will  be  observed  that  there  has  been  a  decline  in  the  percentage  of 
pigs  inspected  which  were  found  to  be  affected  with  tuberculosis  (with 
a  slight  rise  in  1953)  and  the  number  of  whole  pigs  condemned  shows 
a  remarkable  decline  since  1953. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 


Cattle 

Sheep 

excluding 

Cows 

Calves 

and 

Pigs 

Horses 

Cows 

Lambs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

494 

30 

148 

2063 

29313 

— 

Number  Inspected 

494 

30 

148 

2063 

29313 

— 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 

Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

1 

12 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

55 

16 

— • 

53 

3485 

— 

affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

11.1% 

53.3% 

7°/ 

•  •  / 0 

2.6% 

11.9% 

— - 

Tuberculosis  Only 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

wras  condemned 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 

15 

1 

— 

— 

1569 

■ 

affected  with  Tuberculosis  ... 

3.4% 

3.3% 

— 

— 

5.4% 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 

1 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

refrigeration  ... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalized  and  totally  condemned  . . . 

" 

CONDEMNED  FOOD 

The  following  food-stuffs  were  condemned  and  voluntarily  sur¬ 
rendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption: 


lb. 

5  Whole  carcases  of  Pig  (Moribund)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  676 

1  Whole  carcase  of  Pig  (Peritonitis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  152 

2  Whole  carcases  of  Pig  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  364 

I  Whole  carcase  of  Pig  (Asphyxia)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

1  Whole  carcase  of  Pig  (Septicaemia)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  160 

2  Whole  carcases  of  Pig  (Septic  Pneumonia)  ...  ...  ...  ...  283 

722  Pigs’  Heads  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9268 

29  Pigs’  Heads  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  371 

1  Pig’s  Head  and  Collar  (Actinomycosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

11  Pigs’ Collars  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

7  Pigs’  Collars  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Pigs’  Collar  Trimmings  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

Pigs’  Collar  Pieces  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  34 

Pigs’  Neck  Trimmings  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Pigs’  Skin  Trimmings  (Bruising)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Pigs’  Trimmings  (Bruising  and  Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  45| 

Pigs'  Belly  Trimmings  (Bruising)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Pigs’  Skins  (Urticaria)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

838  Pigs’  Mesenteric  Fats  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16860 

563  Pigs’  Mesenteric  Fats  (Congestion)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11260 

35  Pigs’  Flare  Fats  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

11  Pigs’  Flare  Fats  (Adhesions)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

I  Pig’s  Flare  Fat  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

3  Pigs’  Flare  Fats  (Peritonitis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

10  Pigs’  Flare  Fats  (Abscesses  and  Adhesions)  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 
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6  Pigs’  Small  Intestines  (Oedema  of  Bowel)  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

3  Pigs’  Bellys  (Melanosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

229  Pigs’  Plucks  (Pleurisy)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1356 

99  Pigs’  Plucks  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  590 

479  Pigs’  Lungs  (Pneumonia)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  958 

525  Pigs’  Livers  (Parasitical)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1202| 

456  Pigs’  Hearts  (Pericarditis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  228 

1161  Pigs’  Kidneys  (Nephrosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  287 

2  Pigs’  Tenderloins  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

1  Pig’s  Tenderloin  (Myositis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

1  Pig’s  Hindquarter  (Blood  Splashing)...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

1  Pig’s  Hindquarter  (Compound  Fracture  and  Contusions)  ...  ...  19 

1  Pig’s  Forequarter  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

1  Pig’s  Fore-end  (Fractures)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

5  Pigs’  Fore-ends  (Fractures  and  Bruising)  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

1  Pig’s  Part  of  Ribs  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

3  Pigs’  Legs  (Fractures  and  Bruising)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

1  Pig’s  Leg  (Lacerated  and  Antiseptic  Taint)  ...  ...  ...  15 

1  Pig’s  Leg  (Blood  Splashing)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

15  Gammons  (Fractures  and  Bruising)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  310 

1  Pig’s  Gammon  (Tuberculosis)...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

2  Pigs’  Gammon  Trimmings  (Blood  Splashing)  ...  ...  ...  12 

Pigs’  Gammon  Pieces  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

1  Pig’s  Piece  of  Griskin  (Bruising)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

2  Pigs  Hams  (Compound  Fractures  of  Pelvis)  ...  ...  ...  49 

1  Whole  Carcase  of  Sow  (Multiple  Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  376 

1  Whole  Carcase  of  Sow  (Septic  Meningitis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  362 

1  Sow’s  Head  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

1  Sow’s  Head  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

1  Sow’s  Flank  Trimmings  (Bruising)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

1  Sow’s  Hindquarter  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  70 

1  Sow’s  Udder  (Mastitis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Sow’s  Piece  of  Ribs  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

1  Whole  Devon  Heifer  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  672 

1  Whole  Calf’s  Carcase  (Septicaemia)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

1  Whole  Bullock’s  Carcase  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1232 

1  Bullock’s  Head  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

1  Bullock’s  Head  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

5  Bullocks’  Heads  and  Tongues  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  223 

2  Bullocks’  Heads  and  Tongues  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  85 

1  Bullock’s  Head  and  Tongue  (Cysticercus  Bovis)  ...  ...  ...  37 

3  Bullocks’  Livers  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

19  Bullocks’  Livers  (Distomatosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  197 

2  Bullocks’  Livers  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

1  Bullock’s  Liver  (Cavernous  Angioma)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

3  Bullocks’  Livers  (Cirrhosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 

9  Bullocks’  Parts  of  Livers  (Distomatosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

4  Bullocks’  Parts  of  Livers  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

5  Bullocks’  Lungs  (Pneumonia)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  44 

5  Bullocks’  Lungs  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Bullocks’  Parts  of  Lungs  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

5  Bullocks’  Lungs  and  Hearts  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  72 

1  Cow’s  Lungs  (Pneumonia)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

1  Cow’s  Lungs  and  Heart  (Pneumonia)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

1  Cow’s  Lungs  and  Heart  (Tuberculosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

1  Cow’s  Liver  (Cavernous  Angioma)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

5  Cows’  Livers  (Distomatosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

1  Cow’s  Liver  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

1  Cow’s  Portion  of  Liver  (Distomatosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

1  Cow’s  Kidney  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

1  Cow’s  Kidneys  and  Fats  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

1  Cow’s  Rump  (Abscesses)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

1  Whole  Carcase  of  Ewe  (Emaciated)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

1  Lamb’s  Loins  (Gangrenous)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

3  Sheeps’  Lungs  (Parasitical)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6| 

1 1  Sheeps’  Livers  (Parasitical)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23| 

9  Sheeps’  Livers  (Distomatosis)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

5  Sheeps’  Parts  of  Livers  (Parasitical)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


PLOUGHLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  93 

lb. 

14  Sheeps'  Livers  and  Lungs  (Parasitical)  ...  ...  ...  ...  56 

5  Sheeps’  Plucks  (Parasitical)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

1  Sheep’s  Pluck  (Pleurisy  and  Pneumonia)  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

1  Side  Danish  Bacon  (Bone  Tainted — Decomposing)  ...  ...  54 

Cooked  Ham  (Sour— Decomposing)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Ilf 

Smoked  Bacon  (Maggots — Decomposing)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14f 

Dutch  Bacon  (Sour)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71- 

Dutch  Bacon  (Decomposed)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  40 

English  Bacon  (Miscured)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  214 

Irish  Bacon  (Decomposed)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1  Smoked  Hock  (Fracture — Bruising) 

Smoked  Gammon  Bacon  (Bruising)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Smoked  Hock  Bacon  (Miscured)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7f 

Somerset  Cheddar  Cheese  (Maggots — Mouldy)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3| 

Cheese  Spread  (Mouldy)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2£ 

Cheese  (Rancid)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Danish  Blue  Cheese  (Maggots,  Decomposing,  Mouldy)  ...  ...  ...  5| 

Stoned  Raisins  (Maggots)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Fruit  and  Nut  Chocolate  (Maggots — Mouldy)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3£ 

Nut  Chocolate  Bars  (Weevils — Mouldy)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Milk  Chocolate  (Mouldy)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2f 

Tins 

‘Unox’  Pork  Lunch  Meat  (Tins  Blown — Contents  Decomposing)  ...  2 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  (Tins  Blown — Contents  Decomposing)  ...  ...  5 

Irish  Stewed  Steak  (Tins  Blown — Contents  Decomposing)  ...  ...  4 

Irish  Boneless  Cooked  Ham  (Tins  Blown — Contents  Decomposing)  ...  1 

Chopped  Cured  Pork  (Tin  Blown — Contents  Decomposing)  ...  ...  1 

Steak  and  Kidney  Pudding  (Tins  Blown— Contents  Decomposing)  ...  4 

Irish  Ham  (Tin  Blown — Contents  Decomposing)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Corned  Beef  (Tins  Blown — Contents  Decomposing)  ...  ...  ...  3 

Minced  Beef  Loaf  (Tins  Blown — Contents  Decomposing)  ...  ...  2 

New  Zealand  Corned  Beef  (Tins  Blown — Contents  Decomposing)  ...  2 

Pork  Brawn  (Tins  Blown — Contents  Decomposing)  ...  ...  ...  2 

Apricots  (Tins  Blown — Contents  Decomposing)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Corned  Mutton  (Tins  Blown — Pierced — Contents  Decomposing)  ...  4 

Dutch  Lunch  Meat  (Tins  Damaged — Pierced — Contents  Decomposing)  26 

Irish  Cooked  Ham  (Tins  Damaged — Pierced — Contents  Decomposing)  2 

Corned  Beef  (Tins  Pierced — Contents  Decomposing)  ...  ...  ...  54 

Australian  Corned  Beef  (Tins  Damaged — Nailpierced — Contents  De¬ 
composing)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Luncheon  Meat  (Sulphation)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pork  Luncheon  Meat  (Tins  Damaged)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Oxtail  Soup  (Tins  Damaged)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sliced  Runner  Beans  (Tin  Damaged)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Strawberries  in  Syrup  (Tin  Damaged)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Evaporated  Milk  (Tins  Damaged)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Gravy  Powder  (Tins  Damaged)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Processed  Peas  (Tins  Blown)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Garden  Peas  (Tins  Blown)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tomatoes  (Tins  Blown)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Apricots  (Tin  Blown)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pineapples  (Tins  Blown)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Beef  Steak  (Tin  Blown)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Luncheon  Meat  (Tins  Pierced)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Baked  Beans  (Seam  Leaking)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Jars 

Potted  Meat  Paste  (Jar  Cracked — Contents  Mouldy)  ...  ...  ...  1 

Peanut  Butter  ( J ar  Cracked)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bottled  Beetroot  ( J  ar  Cracked)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Packets 

Lard  (Polluted  by  Mice)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Dried  Crumbs  (Polluted  by  Mice)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 


Method  of  disposal  of  Condemned  Food.  Condemned  meat  is  stained 
and  processed  for  fertilizers,  manures  and  animal  feeding.  Other 
condemned  food  is  burnt  and/or  buried. 
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CLEAN  FOOD  CAMPAIGNS 
Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  in  the  area : 


Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Butchers’  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Off-licence  Premises  ...  ...  ...  4 

Fried  Fish  Shop  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Bacon  Factory  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Grain  Drying  Depot  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ministry  of  Food  Buffer  Depot  ...  ...  1 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS  1955 

Number  and  Type  of  Food  Premises  in  the  area  Registered  under 
Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  1955: 

No.  of 

No.  Purpose  Inspections  made 


57  Sale  of  Ice  cream ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  218 

5  Preparation  or  Manufacture  of  Sausages  ...  112 

1  Curing  bacon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  46 

1  Preparation  of  Fish  by  any  process  of  cooking  ...  6 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949 
Distributors  of  Milk 

Eight  persons  have  been  registered  as  distributors  of  Milk. 

Premises  used  as  a  Dairy  [not  being  a  Dairy  Farm) 

Six  premises  have  been  registered  as  Dairies  (not  being  Dairy  Farms). 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurized  and  Sterilized  Milk)  Regula¬ 
tions  1949 

Supplementary  Licences  issued  authorizing  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  ‘Pasteurized’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Supplementary  Licence  issued  authorizing  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  ‘Sterilized’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dealers’  Licences  issued  authorizing  the  use  of  the  special  designa¬ 
tion  ‘Pasteurized’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations  1949 

Supplementary  Licences  issued  authorizing  the  use  of  the  special 
designation  ‘Tuberculin  Tested’  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Dealers’  Licences  issued  authorizing  the  use  of  the  special  designa¬ 
tion  ‘Tuberculin  Tested’  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations  1936-46 

1  sample  of  ‘Pasteurized’  Milk  has  been  taken  and  reported  upon  as 
being  satisfactory. 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1936 

No  samples  of  ‘Tuberculin  Tested’  Milk  have  been  taken. 

Ice  Cream.  The  system  of  sampling  introduced  in  July  1949  was 
continued  during  the  year  and  168  samples  of  ice  cream  taken  from  the 
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57  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice-cream  were  submitted  for 
laboratory  examination.  The  samples  were  graded  as  follows: 


Grade 

1 

2 

3 

4 

All  Grades 

No.  of  Samples 

114 

39 

9 

6 

168 

Percentage 

68 

23 

5 

4 

100 

1955  Samples 

Percentage 

56 

37 

7 

100 

Retailers  are  notified  of  the  result  of  the  examination  of  each  sample 
taken.  When  the  grading  of  a  sample  is  below  Grade  2  a  copy  of  the 
Laboratory  report  is  also  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Department  of  the 
area  in  which  the  ice  cream  was  manufactured.  In  certain  instances 
copies  of  reports  are  sent  to  the  manufacturers  themselves. 

In  fairness  to  the  producers,  it  must  be  stated  that  the  present  test 
is  by  no  means  ideal;  all  that  can  be  said  for  it  is  that  it  is  the  best  test 
devised  so  far. 

FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS  1955-56 

These  Regulations,  part  of  which  came  into  force  on  January  1st, 
1956,  and  part  on  July  1st,  1956,  have  meant  an  increase  in  the  work 
of  supervision  of  the  various  food  premises  in  the  area. 

Preliminary  surveys  have  been  made  and  new  equipment  has  been 
installed  in  several  shops,  etc.,  including  the  provision  of  additional 
washing  facilities,  hot  water,  covering  of  foodstuffs,  etc. 

In  one  case,  two  formal  notices  were  served  to  enforce  the  provisions 
of  the  Regulations. 

There  would  appear  to  be  some  difficulty  in  assessing  the  need  of 
washing  facilities  in  small  family  shops  where  the  kitchen  sink  of  the 
living  accommodation  is  available  and  some  resistance  is  found  when 
asking  for  additional  washbasins.  So  far,  the  objections  have  been 
overcome,  but  it  may  be  difficult  in  some  cases  to  obtain  these  extra 
fittings. 

FOOD  POISONING 

Three  cases  were  notified  during  the  year.  For  details,  see  p.  14. 

Section  F 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

Diseases  notified  during  the  year,  other  than  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Number  of  cases  notified 

Scarlet  Fever 

Male 

7 

Female 

1 

Total 

8 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

27 

26 

53 

Measles 

25 

31 

56 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

5 

8 

Dysentery  ... 

6 

2 

8 

Malaria  (contracted  abroad) 

1 

— 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

3 

3 

Erysipelas  ... 

— ■ 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

— 

3 

3 

Totals  ...  69  72  141 


96 


PLOUGHLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases 

Transfers  into 
the  district 

Transfers  out 
of  the  district 
and  patients 
classified  as 
recovered 

Died 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Pulmonary 

9 

5 

5 

16 

6 

6 

— 

2 

Non-Pulmonary  . . . 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

Totals 

11 

6 

5 

16 

8 

9 

— 

2 

FACTORIES  ACTS  1937-1948 
(a)  Inspection  of  Factories 


Number  in 
Register 

Inspec¬ 

tion 

made 

Written 

Notices 

served 

Occupiers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4  and  6  apply 

3 

18 

2.  Factories  in  which  Section  7 
applies 

47 

11 

_ 

.  _ 

3.  Other  Premises 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

50 

29 

— 

— 

(b)  Cases  in  which  defects  were  found  —  Nil 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 
Section  47 

No  official  action  was  taken  under  this  Section  of  this  Act  during  the 
year,  nor  under  the  National  Assistance  (Amendment)  Act,  1951. 


Section  50 

It  was  necessary  for  the  Council  to  arrange  the  burial  of  one  person 
who  died  in  the  area  during  the  year. 
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PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 
Report  for  the  Year  ended  *31  st  March,  1957 


Type  of  Property 


1 

Noi 

Local 

Authority 

2 

i-Agricuitu 

Dwelling 

Houses 

3 

ral 

|  All  other 
|  (including 
Business 
Premises) 

4 

Total  of 
Cols.  1,  2 
&  3 

5 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

6 

TOTAL 

1.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  in  Local  Au¬ 
thority’s  District  ... 

58 

6038 

558 

6654 

296 

6950 

2.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  inspected  by  the 
Local  Authority  as 
a  result  (a)  of  noti¬ 
fication,  (&)  survey 
under  the  Preven¬ 
tion  of  Damage  by 
Pest  Act,  1949,  or 
( c )  otherwise 

(a)  — 

43 

1 

44 

2 

46" 

>  1280 

(b)  58 

19 

3 

80 

49 

129 

iP)  - 

765 

321 

1086 

19 

1105 

y 

3.  Total  inspections 
carried  out  including 
re-inspections 

193 

1407 

11 

1611 

57 

1668 

4.  Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  (Sec.  2)  found 
to  be  infested  by  rats 

Major:  3 

3 

— 

6 

— 

61 

^89' 

>-  =  108 
>19  J 

Minor:  14 

63 

2 

79 

4 

83^ 

Number  of  proper¬ 
ties  (Sec.  2)  found 
to  be  seriously  in¬ 
fested  by  mice 

Major:  — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

-] 

Minor:  — 

18 

1 

19 

— 

19  j 

5.  Number  of  infested 
properties  (under 
Sec.  4)  treated  by 
Local  Authority  ... 

17 

84 

1 

102 

— 

102 

6.  Total  treatments 
carried  out  including 
re-treatments 

32 

98 

1 

131 

— 

131 

7.  Number  of  Notices 
served  under  Section 

4  of  the  Act 

(i)  Treatment 

(ii)  Structural 

Works 

(i.e.  Proofing) 

— 

— 

- — 

— • 

— 

— 

8.  Number  of  cases  in 
which  default  action 
was  taken  by  Local 
Authority  following 
issue  of  Notice  under 
Section  4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9.  Legal  Proceedings 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

0.  Number  of  'block' 
control  schemes  car¬ 
ried  out 

— 

4 

— 

4 

— 

4 

*  The  Ministry  have  asked  for  this  return  to  coincide  with  the  financial  year. 
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PLOUGHLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT 


SUMMARY  OF  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR'S  WORK 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1956 


Number  of  complaints  received 
Number  of  Notices  served  (informal) 

Number  of  Notices  served  (statutory)  y  Homsin^i^t  ^ 

Number  of  prosecutions 

Number  of  Inspections . 

tj  T  ,  ,  f  Public  Health  Act 
r  l  Housing  Act 

Visits  and  Re-visits  to  Property  under  notice 
Complaints  investigated 
Public  Cleansing  ... 

Food  Premises 
Infectious  Disease  Cases 
Caravans  ... 

Petroleum  Acts  . . . 

Shops  Acts 
Bakehouses 

Animal  Slaughterhouses 
Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops 
Tinned  Foods  and  other  Articles  of  Food 
Houses  Disinfected 
Houses  Disinfested 
Miscellaneous 


Act 


15o 

205 

38 

7 


8218 

444 

342 

3010 

155 

730 

516 

27 

451 

52 

42 

24 

895 

9 

77 

8 

11 

166 


Interviews  with  Owners,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  379 

NUMBER  OF  DEFECTS  OR  NUISANCES  ABATED  ...  2702 
Dwelling  Houses: 

Repaired  or  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  282 

Provided  with  Damp-Proof  Course  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  170 

Floors  repaired,  ventilated,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  188 

Plastered  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  207 

Windows  repaired,  made  to  open,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  146 

Sashcords  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Food  Stores  provided,  repaired,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

Stairs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Skirting  boards  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

Doors  repaired,  rehung  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  99 

Firegrates  repaired,  reset  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Chimneys  or  Chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  126 

New  sinks  provided  and  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  198 

Sink  wastes  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Water  supply  provided  inside  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  186 

Wash  Coppers  repaired  or  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  32 

Copper  firesets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

External  walls  pointed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  155 

Ovens  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

External  walls  cemented  or  tarred  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


PLOUGHLEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  99 

Eaves  gutters  and  R.W.P.  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Yards  and  Passages  paved  and  drained  ...  ...  ...  59 

Y ard  paving  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Drains,  Water  Closets  and  Ashes  Accommodation: 

Obstructed  drains  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Obstructed  W.C.s  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Y ard  gullies  provided  and  connected  to  drains  ...  ...  8 

Drains  repaired  or  reconstructed  ...  ...  ...  ...  144 

Inspection  chamber  covers  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Closet  structures  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Dustbins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Other  Nuisances: 

Accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


PRINTED  AT  THE  ALDEN  PRESS  (OXFORD)  LTD 


\ 


